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	This book is dedicated to the faithful remnant,

	those who hunger for God’s Word without compromise, 

	who will not bow to idols of culture or fear of man.

	 

	To every believer who longs to stand with boldness,

	to serve with zeal in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

	and to lift high the Name of Christ Jesus 

	until He comes.

	 

	May you be strengthened for the battle.

	May you burn with holy fire.

	May you stand and not be moved.

	 

	For the glory of Yahweh alone.
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Preface:  Author’s Introduction

	 

	The messages you are about to read are not designed to entertain you but to awaken you. They are written as sermons that my church, and perhaps yours, will not preach. They come with a cost: to comfort the afflicted, but they will also unsettle the comfortable.

	Week after week, pulpits across the land grow softer, quieter, and more timid in the face of sin, compromise and the world’s demands. Messages that once thundered with the authority of “Thus says the LORD” have been replaced with motivational speeches, watered-down truths and a fear of offending men rather than the fear of God.

	This book, Tough Sermons My Church Will Not Preach, is not written for applause. It is written for those who long to hear God’s Word declared without compromise. These pages are meant to shake, awaken and stir the heart of every believer to stand boldly for Christ in these last days, in holiness and truth.

	I confess that I do not like some of the topics in this book or some aspects of these subjects, but then, that was the point in producing the book. Take them to the extreme and see what it looks like. See how far we have fallen from God’s instructions and guidance. 

	These topics will make you think long and hard about your church, your life and where your heart truly stands in its commitment to follow Jesus. You will not finish this book unscathed. It will hurt and sadden you because we have fallen far short of God’s standard. A touch of reality is a good thing. 

	The book has one clear aim: the encouragement of true believers, not encouragement in the shallow sense of comfort without conviction, but encouragement to:

	
		Stand uncompromised for truth in a world and a church that often bends to pressure.

		Walk in boldness of faith and mission, declaring the Gospel without apology.

		Serve with zeal in the power of the Holy Spirit, lifting high the name of Christ Jesus.



	This is not the encouragement of soft couches and soothing words, but the encouragement of battle cries and rallying banners. It is the type of encouragement the early church knew when they faced persecution, that which makes men and women of God unashamed to suffer for Christ’s sake.

	Each topic is built not only to expose sin, error or compromise but to also shine the light of God’s truth on how we must respond. For that reason, every sermon ends with a section titled:

	“How Should We Then Live.”

	Here conviction becomes action, warning turns into instruction, truth is applied to the daily life of the believer and the health of the local church.

	In those final pages of each topic, you will find direct, practical steps: what you can do, what your family can do and what your church must do, if it is to stand faithful in these last days. Above all, one unshakable foundation will be repeated again and again:

	Read an un-paraphrased, literal version of the Bible - the real thing. The Word of God is not man’s opinion, it is what God has said to us. Beware the trick of Satan: “Did God really say?” 

	It is my prayer that as you read, the Spirit of God will stir your heart not only to believe but also to act. May these pages make you weep over sin, rejoice in the cross, rise to live and speak with holy boldness. The world needs no more compromise. Our churches need no more silence.

	The time is now to take our stand.

	Blessings to you and your family,

	Max Jefferies

	 


Topic 1:   A God With No Name

	 

	Every god known among men has a name. The false gods of the nations are many and each carries a title that identifies the spirit or idol behind it. Baal was worshipped as lord of the Canaanites, Molech demanded the sacrifice of children, Dagon was the god of the Philistines, Zeus and Apollo ruled the imagination of the Greeks, and countless others were bowed to by nations in darkness. Their names were spoken, sung, carved into idols and called upon in prayer. Yet in the churches of Christendom today, the One true God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the covenant-keeping Redeemer, is often left nameless. He is called simply “Lord,” or “God,” vague titles that describe His position but do not declare His name.

	[image: Image]

	In the Hebrew Scriptures, Yahweh revealed His name to His people 6,828 times! 

	From Genesis to Malachi, His covenant name resounds, distinguishing Him from every idol and false god. “I am Yahweh, that is My name; and My glory I will not give to another, nor My praise to carved images” (Isaiah 42:8). The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was not an unnamed deity, He was Yahweh, the One who is, the I AM, the self-existent One who was and is, and is to come. To call Him by name was to affirm the covenant relationship He established with His people. Israel did not worship a generic “lord,” but Yahweh who had redeemed them out of Egypt with a mighty hand.

	In most English Bibles today, that name has been obscured. Where the original text declares Yahweh, translators have substituted the title LORD in all capital letters. Instead of encountering the personal name of the covenant God, readers are met with a generic designation. The result is devastating. Generations of Christians have grown up never realising the God they serve has revealed His name and that He intended for it to be proclaimed. We sing, we pray, we preach but often without using the very name that He Himself gave.

	This substitution was not commanded by God. It arose first among Jewish scribes and teachers who, over centuries, developed the tradition of not pronouncing Yahweh’s name aloud. They claimed it was too holy, that to utter it might risk dishonour or blasphemy so, instead, they replaced it with “Adonai,” meaning Lord. Their motives may have been clothed in reverence but, in reality, they placed human caution above divine revelation. Yahweh had revealed His name, commanded it to be used and filled His Word with it. For men to decide that His people should no longer speak it was not reverence but disobedience. To hide the name of Yahweh is to rob His people of the intimacy He intended.

	The English translators, following this tradition, perpetuated the removal of Yahweh’s name from Scripture. The King James Version, the Revised Standard, the New International and even the New King James followed the practice of replacing His name with the title LORD. What began as a Jewish tradition became embedded in the church’s Bible. The result is a Christianity that worships “God” in general, without often distinguishing Him as Yahweh, who is the personal, covenant-keeping God of Scripture. Thus Christians are left serving, in practice, a God without a name.

	This is no small injustice. A name is not a trivial thing. Names in Scripture carry meaning, identity and relationship. To know someone’s name is to know them personally. When Moses asked God at the burning bush whom he should say sent him, the answer was not “I am the LORD,” but “I AM WHO I AM” (Exodus 3:14), and shortly after, “This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations” (Exodus 3:15). Yahweh desired His name to be remembered, proclaimed and worshipped. By erasing His name from our translations, we obscure His revelation and diminish the relationship He has given us.

	The issue is not that Christians are ashamed of Yahweh’s name, it is that many do not even know it has been hidden. They trust the Bible they read and assume that LORD or God is what was originally written. The problem is that His name was taken out by the choices of translators, leaving His people with a book that does not bear His name where He placed it. A believer who desires to know Yahweh more deeply is deprived of the intimacy that comes from calling on Him as He revealed Himself. Instead of crying out to Yahweh, we cry out to “the Lord,” a title that could apply to any ruler or master. 

	The tragedy is that this obscuring of Yahweh’s name weakens both the church’s witness and her worship. How can we distinguish the living God from the gods of the nations if we do not call Him by His name? How can we declare His glory among the nations if we do not proclaim the name He has revealed? How can we worship Him in spirit and in truth if we have allowed human tradition to strip His name from His Word?

	This is the issue we face: the God of the Bible has a name but His church has been left with Bibles that conceal it. The God who declared Himself Yahweh has been reduced to a nameless title. What began as the pious caution of men has become the norm of Christian worship, leaving us with a God who, in practice, is without a name.



	




	A God With No Name

	Conflict with Scripture

	The conflict before us is not one of opinion but of the plain record of Scripture against the traditions of men. Yahweh has revealed His name and He has filled His Word with it more than six thousand times. To remove His name is to obscure His revelation; to substitute it is to alter the text of Scripture itself.

	Scholars of the Hebrew Bible have counted Yahweh’s name, the Tetragrammaton (יהוה), as occurring 6,828 times across the Old Testament. That is not incidental; it is central. Yahweh did not reveal His name sparingly, as though it were to be hidden. He proclaimed it abundantly, saturating His Word with His covenant identity. To erase it is to erase His self-revelation.

	Let us feel the weight of this. Here is how often Yahweh’s name appears across the Scriptures:

	
		Genesis – 153 times

		Exodus – 398 times

		Leviticus – 285 times

		Numbers – 387 times

		Deuteronomy – 534 times



	Already, in the first five books alone, His name appears 1,757 times. The Torah is saturated with Yahweh’s name, for He was revealing Himself as the covenant-keeping God of Israel.

	
		Psalms – 695 times, as David and the other psalmists lifted their praises not to a nameless deity but to Yahweh.

		Isaiah – 446 times

		Jeremiah – 678 times

		Ezekiel – 442 times



	The prophets thundered His name nearly 1,600 times in these books alone. Add in the Minor Prophets, and Yahweh’s name floods nearly every page of His Word. In total, Yahweh’s name is used in 37 of the 39 Old Testament books. Only Esther and Song of Solomon do not contain it. Can there be any doubt? Our God’s name is Yahweh!

	This sheer weight of repetition is a sermon in itself. Yahweh intended His people to know His name, to call upon it, to remember it, to pass it down from generation to generation. When Moses stood before the burning bush, Yahweh revealed, “I AM WHO I AM… This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations” (Exodus 3:14–15). Forever means forever. 

	The conflict arises because men decided otherwise. Jewish tradition, developing after the exile, grew cautious. Out of fear of misusing Yahweh’s name, scribes began to substitute Adonai (Lord) whenever reading the text aloud. What was first a fence of man-made tradition hardened into law, so that even when the Scriptures said Yahweh, the lips of the people said Lord. But this was not obedience; it was disobedience. Yahweh never commanded silence regarding His name. He commanded proclamation. “Oh, magnify Yahweh with me, and let us exalt His name together” (Psalm 34:3).

	As stated previously, the injustice multiplied when English translators followed this same tradition. Instead of faithfully carrying Yahweh’s name into the tongue of the people, they replaced it with the title LORD, often printed in capital letters. This was not a matter of translation but of substitution. Yahweh’s name was not translated; it was erased. The result is that millions of Christians read their Bibles without ever encountering the name Yahweh, though He declared it thousands of times.

	This practice does violence to the text. Imagine reading a letter where the author’s name was erased and replaced with “the man” or “the writer.” The personal relationship is stripped away. In the same way, replacing Yahweh with LORD reduces our covenant God to a vague title. Every nation had lords, every religion claimed gods but Israel’s covenant was with Yahweh. To replace His name with a title is to make Him generic, to make Him appear as one among many rather than the One true God.

	The conflict with Scripture is sharp. The Bible commands the use of Yahweh’s name: “Give thanks to Yahweh, call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples” (1 Chronicles 16:8).

	“Sing to God, sing praises to His name; extol Him who rides on the clouds, by His name YAH, and rejoice before Him” (Psalm 68:4).

	“From the rising of the sun to its going down Yahweh’s name is to be praised” (Psalm 113:3).

	These are not optional suggestions. They are commands of worship. The people of God are to call upon, sing, proclaim and rejoice in His name. To obey Scripture is to use His name with reverence and love, not to hide it.

	The translators’ choice to erase Yahweh’s name, however pious it may have seemed, is in direct conflict with this command. Instead of calling upon Yahweh, Christians are left to call upon a title and to rejoice in a substitute title, not in His true name. We are not boldly proclaiming Yahweh to the nations, we proclaim a generic “Lord” who is easily confused with idols and false gods.

	Thus, the church today finds itself with a Bible that does not reflect the original text in this vital matter. Yahweh’s name has been replaced. The covenant God of Israel has been obscured. 

	 

	 


A God With No Name

	How Then Should We Live

	If Yahweh has revealed His name, and if translators and traditions have hidden it, then the path of obedience is clear. We must recover what was lost, not by inventing something new but by returning to what has been from the beginning. The church must be a people who call upon Yahweh as He revealed Himself.

	Scripture commands, “Give unto Yahweh the glory due to His name; worship Yahweh in the beauty of holiness” (Psalm 29:2). This cannot be fulfilled by replacing His name with a generic title. Glory is due to His name because His name carries His covenant, His character, His presence. To worship Yahweh is to know Him personally, to exalt Him who is not a vague deity but the living God who has bound Himself to His people. When we sing, let us not be afraid to sing His name; when we pray let us not be afraid to call upon Him as Yahweh. In  proclamation let us proclaim Yahweh as the only true God, the One who saves through His Son, Jesus the Messiah.

	The psalmist declares, “One generation shall praise Your works to another, and shall declare Your mighty acts” (Psalm 145:4). If children grow up in churches where the name Yahweh is never spoken, they inherit a faith detached from the God who revealed Himself by name. They may come to know Christ as Saviour but without the depth of knowing the covenant God who sent Him. Parents and pastors must not deprive children of the richness of calling upon Yahweh. The name is not too holy to be spoken, rather, it is too holy to be forgotten!

	 “Oh, give thanks to Yahweh! Call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples” (Psalm 105:1). The gospel is the announcement that Yahweh has acted decisively in history through Christ. To preach Christ is also to proclaim Yahweh, for Jesus Himself prayed, “Father, glorify Your name” (John 12:28). The nations are drowning in idols, yet the church often presents to them only a generic “God.” Muslims speak of Allah, Hindus of Krishna, Buddhists of the Enlightened One. If the church speaks only of “God,” she risks being heard as just another voice among many. However, if she proclaims Yahweh revealed fully in His Son Jesus Christ, then the distinction is clear. The world needs to know not just that there is a God but that He has a name, it is Yahweh.

	Many versions obscure the name of Yahweh, however, some faithful translations have restored it. Believers must be discerning, choosing to read and study the Word that has not taken away the name of our God. Even when we read a translation that substitutes LORD, we can train ourselves to see Yahweh where it belongs. In doing so, we recover the richness of Scripture and anchor our faith in the God who revealed Himself by name. The Word of Yahweh is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, let us not allow that light to be dimmed by human traditions.

	The culture will mock, some Christians will resist and many will accuse us of being pedantic, but we are not clinging to a detail, we are clinging to obedience. Yahweh Himself said, “This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations” (Exodus 3:15). To honour His name is to honour Him and, if we restore His name to our lips, we align ourselves with the saints of old who cried out to Yahweh and were delivered. It is not innovating but returning to and recovering.

	We should live as those who know Yahweh personally, who exalt His name in worship, who teach His name to our children, who proclaim His name to the nations and who read His name in Scripture, We are to be unashamed to bear His name before the world. For Yahweh has not left us with a nameless God; He has given us Himself, revealed in His name, revealed in His Word, revealed in His Son.


A God With No Name

	A Note on the World English Bible (WEB)

	For many Christians, the subject of Bible translations can be overwhelming. With dozens of versions available, with different styles and philosophies of translation, it can be difficult to know which to trust. The content in this topic has highlighted the tragedy that most modern translations have stripped away the personal name of God, Yahweh, and replaced it with the title “LORD.” For believers who want to study the Scriptures with the depth and seriousness they deserve, one modern translation stands out for its faithfulness in restoring God’s name to the Old Testament: the World English Bible (WEB).

	The World English Bible is not as well-known as the King James Version (KJV), the New International Version (NIV), or the New King James Version (NKJV) but it is worthy of careful attention. It was created as a modern English revision of the American Standard Version (ASV) of 1901, which itself was recognised for its literal approach and its use of “Jehovah” to represent the divine name. The ASV was very highly regarded for accuracy but its language had become dated and difficult for many readers. Out of a desire to provide a Bible that was both accurate and readable, free from copyright restrictions, and which restored the divine name where it appeared in the original texts, a group of believers began work on what became the WEB.

	One of the unique qualities of the World English Bible is that it is in the public domain. This means it is not owned by any publishing company nor controlled by any denominational body. It can be copied, quoted, published and distributed freely without seeking permission or paying royalties. This is a refreshing contrast to most modern translations, which are tightly controlled by publishers who profit from sales and set limits on usage. The WEB was created for the global church, to be a freely available resource for any Christian or ministry. In a world where the Word of God is often treated as a commodity, the WEB returns it to the people without restriction.

	The translation itself follows a philosophy of being formally equivalent, meaning it aims to stay close to the wording and structure of the original Hebrew and Greek, while still being understandable in modern English. It avoids paraphrase, and it resists the temptation to smooth over difficult or unusual phrases in favour of easier reading. In this sense, it is much better suited for Bible study than for public reading. Though its style is sometimes stiffer than the NIV or NKJV, its accuracy makes it a strong tool for those who want to dig into the meaning of the text.

	The most important feature of the WEB, and the reason it is so valuable for this discussion, is that it restores the divine name Yahweh in the Old Testament, where it occurs over 6,800 times in the Hebrew manuscripts. While nearly every other translation replaces this with “the LORD,” the WEB rightly gives the name that God Himself revealed. To read the Old Testament in the WEB is to see again the richness and clarity of Scripture, where the personal name of God is not hidden but declared openly. This alone makes the WEB a significant resource for Christians who desire to know their God more deeply.

	At the same time, it must be said that the WEB is not the smoothest translation to read. Its careful accuracy sometimes makes the sentences more awkward in English, particularly in the New Testament. Readers who are used to the flow of the NKJV or the NIV may find the WEB less comfortable for devotional reading or for reading aloud in church. For example, where the NIV often uses contemporary phrases that flow easily, the WEB keeps closer to the structure of the Greek, which can sound stilted to modern ears. For this reason, many believers may prefer to use the WEB alongside another translation, such as the NKJV for the New Testament. The NKJV maintains the dignity and flow of the King James tradition while updating its language, and the NIV, while less literal, is valued for clarity and accessibility. Both of these can serve well for public reading and devotional life, while the WEB remains a strong companion for personal study, especially of the Old Testament.

	It is also important to note that there are versions of the World English Bible that include the Apocrypha, and others that do not. For Protestant believers, who recognise only the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments as inspired Scripture, it is important to choose the edition that excludes the Apocrypha. The Apocryphal books may have historical or cultural value but they are not God-breathed, and they have no authority for doctrine or practice. Thankfully, the standard edition of the WEB available online, and in print, does not include them, making it acceptable for use by evangelical believers.

	The history of the WEB reflects a sincere desire to serve the church. Work on the translation began in the late 1990s and was completed after many years of careful revision and review. Volunteers, rather than professional publishing houses, carried the project and it has been continually refined through feedback and correction from readers across the world. This makes it unique: it is a translation shaped not by marketing or sales but by a shared passion for Scripture.

	For Christians who have never heard of the World English Bible, it can be a refreshing discovery. The WEB stands apart as a Bible that is free, faithful and forthright in restoring Yahweh’s name. For study, particularly in the Old Testament, it can be invaluable. To open the Psalms and read, “Bless Yahweh, my soul. All that is within me, bless his holy name” (Psalm 103:1 WEB), is to hear the text as it was originally given, not muted by substitution.

	Of course, the WEB is not perfect. No translation is. Every English Bible reflects choices by translators, also the nuances of Hebrew and Greek can never be fully captured in another language. For believers who want to honour the name of Yahweh as He gave it, and who desire a translation faithful to the text, the World English Bible is a worthy companion.

	The conclusion must be this: while popular translations like the NKJV or NIV may serve better for regular reading, preaching or memorisation, the WEB deserves a place in the believer’s study, especially for its use of Yahweh’s name. It reminds us that God is not simply a distant “Lord” but Yahweh, the covenant God who revealed Himself to His people and who remains faithful to His Word. By consulting the WEB, Christians can grow in their knowledge of the Scriptures and be reminded that Yahweh has made Himself known by name, not in hiding but in covenant love.

	 


Topic 2:   Not God’s Word

	 

	A quiet crisis has entered the church, without banners or argument, but with friendly covers and easy prose. Many believers now read and quote books that title themselves as “Bibles” yet are, in truth, paraphrases of Scripture. Because they look like Bibles and are shelved with Bibles, they are received as the very Word of God. The confusion is subtle. People mean well but the effect is profound, for the centre of Christian faith is not our impressions of God’s message but the words He has actually spoken.

	At the heart of the problem is the difference between a translation and a paraphrase. A faithful translation labours to render the Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek words into clear, accurate English. It is necessarily imperfect, since no language crosses over without loss but the intent is fidelity to the original words and grammar. A paraphrase does something different. It recasts what a writer thinks the text means, replaces words with the author’s own phrasing, simplifies structure and, inevitably, adds emphasis not found in the original. It may help someone gain a general sense of a passage but it is not Scripture. It is a commentary presented in Bible form.
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	There is no doubt paraphrases are pleasant to read. They sound contemporary, are easily read and seem to remove the need to wrestle with some hard sayings and unfamiliar turns of speech. In our hurried age, this feels like a kindness yet ease is a poor master for discipleship. The Scriptures were not given to be reduced to slogans or rearranged to suit modern ears. They were given as the breath of Yahweh, words to be received with reverence, studied with diligence and obeyed with faith. If the church trades precision for fluency, it will grow shallow. It will quote verses yet miss doctrine, sing praise but forget commands and, eventually, prefer the tone of a writer to the truth of God.

	The pulpit bears heavy responsibility here. Some preachers have begun to read paraphrases aloud as if they were Scripture. Their desire  is to be relatable, aiming to keep listeners engaged and may sincerely believe they are clarifying the Bible for the congregation. However, when the church gathers, the task is to declare, “Thus says Yahweh,” not “Thus says a contemporary author.” The authority of preaching rests on the authority of God’s words. If the text is replaced by a paraphrase, the voice of God is blurred by the voice of man even when the intention is one of pastoral care.

	This confusion reshapes people quietly. If a congregation hears paraphrased lines week after week, those lines become the verses they memorise and quote. When trials come, or when a false teacher arrives, the believer reaches for rewritten phrases that carry less weight than the sharp language of Scripture. The sword of the Word is dull where it should be sharp, taking words that once cut to the heart and softening them into sentiment. The believer is left with a devotional impression rather than a doctrinal anchor.

	There is a further danger. A paraphrase can move the emphasis of a passage without alerting the reader. A verse of warning may be smoothed, one of promise may be amplified beyond what was originally written or a command may become a suggestion. The cumulative effect is a Bible that sounds more like us and less like Yahweh. Once that shift occurs, teaching adjusts. If the congregation expects the easy flow of paraphrase, the preacher feels pressure to accommodate it. Over time, both text and sermon become shaped by what is readable and not by what is revealed.

	Some will answer that paraphrases have their place. They can be a doorway for new readers or a companion for devotion. There is truth in that limited claim, provided the line is never crossed. The line is this: a paraphrase is not the Bible. It can be read as a reflection on Scripture but must never be treated as Scripture. When that line is clear, the danger recedes. When that line is blurred, the authority of the Word is displaced by the creativity of the paraphraser.

	Beneath all this is the ancient question first whispered in Eden: “Has God indeed said…?” The serpent’s strategy has not changed. If he can cast doubt on the words of Yahweh, he loosens the believer’s grip on truth. Paraphrases, when elevated to the status of Scripture, assist that strategy, not because they always intend harm but because they replace words God spoke with words a person prefers. The church must therefore awaken to this quiet crisis. Our love for clarity must never outrun our reverence for accuracy, nor should our pastoral concern ever eclipse our submission to revelation. If Yahweh has spoken, our calling is to hear His words;  not to settle for someone else’s version of them.

	 

	 


Not God’s Word

	Conflict with Scripture

	When the issue is measured against Scripture itself, the conflict is plain. The Bible never presents its authority as a mist of divine ideas. It binds Yahweh’s authority to the words He has breathed out. To take liberties with those words is to take liberties with Him. This is why the Bible is severe toward anyone who adds to or takes away from what God has spoken.

	From the outset, Israel was warned, “You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it” (Deuteronomy 4:2). The command guards the covenant by guarding the words. To add is to crowd Yahweh’s speech with human invention. On the other hand, to subtract is to strip His speech of its force. A paraphrase, by its very method, both adds and subtracts. It inserts phrases Yahweh did not say and it removes wording Yahweh chose to use. However well intentioned, such alteration violates the posture of reverence required of those who hear the living God.

	The same warning appears at the close of Scripture. “If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life” (Revelation 22:18–19). The immediate reference is to Revelation but the principle applies broadly. Yahweh is zealous for His words, so the church must be as well. The reader who thinks he improves God’s speech by freely recasting it reveals a lack of fear. The preacher who replaces precise text with loose paraphrase forgets that he is a steward, not an editor.

	Scripture insists not only on the completeness of God’s message, but on the purity of each word. “Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. Do not add to His words, lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar” (Proverbs 30:5–6). The shield is attached to the words. The promise and the protection travel together. If we exchange Yahweh’s words for a writer’s summaries, we trade steel for straw. We also put ourselves at risk of being found liars, not because we invent doctrines openly, but because we repeat altered lines as though Yahweh spoke them.

	Christ Himself affirmed the inviolability of Scripture down to its smallest marks. “Till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18). The Lord did not say that broad themes will endure while details may be adjusted. He bound the endurance of the law to the tiniest letter. If the Saviour esteems the text at that level, His disciples must learn to do the same. Reverence for Scripture cannot coexist with a casual habit of rewriting its phrases to suit modern idiom.

	Paul’s doctrine of Scripture is as equally exact. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable” (2 Timothy 3:16). The breath of God is attached to the writings themselves. This is why the apostles often construct arguments upon single words or forms. In Galatians 3:16 Paul reasons from the singular “seed,” not “seeds,” showing that the promise focuses on Christ. Such an argument depends on the Spirit’s care over vocabulary and number. A paraphrase cannot carry that weight. It blurs the very features upon which apostolic teaching rests.

	Consider how reshaping language alters meaning. “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want” (Psalm 23:1) is not merely a pleasing rhythm. It states the sufficiency of Yahweh with a solemn dignity. When it is rendered as, “God, my shepherd, I do not need a thing,” the sentence tips toward casual speech and shifts emphasis from the Shepherd’s sufficiency to the speaker’s feeling of completeness. Or take the Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name” (Matthew 6:9). If recast as, “Reveal who You are,” the command to honour the holiness of His name is replaced by a request for disclosure. The difference matters, for words carry doctrine.

	Someone will say, the church has always paraphrased in sermons and catechisms. Yes, teachers explain and apply, but faithful teaching quotes the text and submits every explanation to it. That is a world apart from binding a human rewording between covers and presenting it as a Bible. The issue is not whether preachers may clarify, but whether the people of God can easily tell when they are hearing the words of Yahweh and when they are hearing someone’s restatement of them.

	None of this denies that paraphrases may be used as helpful tools. A believer might read an explanatory rendering to gain a general sense of flow, then turn immediately to a faithful translation for study, memorisation, and doctrine. The danger arises when paraphrases become primary, when they are cited as Scripture, read publicly as Scripture and treated by hearers as Scripture. At that point the church is no longer ordered by revelation but by rephrasing. The standard has shifted from “It is written” to “It is paraphrased.”

	This conflict is not about taste but about authority. The Bible binds the authority of Yahweh to words He chose. The Son of God honoured those words in their smallest parts. The apostles argued from their grammar. The prophets warned against adding and subtracting. Against that witness, a book that recasts meanings and introduces additions cannot be treated as the Bible. It may sit near the Bible as a commentary but it must never sit in the Bible’s place.

	 

	 


Not God’s Word

	How Then Should We Live

	If Yahweh has tied His authority to the very words He has spoken, the church must respond with humility and resolve. This is not an academic quarrel but a pastoral duty. Souls are guarded or imperilled by what they are taught to hear as Scripture. Our path forward is simple to explain, may be costly in practise but is rich in reward.

	The believer who loves Yahweh must learn to love what Yahweh has said. That means choosing faithful translations for daily reading, public worship, study and memorisation. The New King James Version preserves the cadence and care of the historic English tradition while updating language. Other essentially literal translations can aid study as well. Whatever one’s preference among faithful translations, the commitment must be the same; to sit under Scripture rather than over it and to receive God’s words without indulging a taste for easy retellings. Reading may at times be slower, with some passages  requiring patience but the labour brings depth, clarity and strength that a paraphrase cannot supply.

	We must then become students of the text. Paul charged Timothy, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). That charge belongs to every disciple. Study means observing what is written, asking what the author meant, comparing Scripture with Scripture and refusing to impose our ideas onto the text. It requires noticing words, tenses, connectors and structure because God has breathed out not only doctrines but sentences. Study also means prayer. The same Spirit who inspired the text illumines the reader. We do not master the Word by cleverness; we submit to it in humble, obedient faith.

	The pulpit must be re-centred on Scripture. Pastors are called to preach the Word, not a paraphrase of the Word. “Preach the word… convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2). Expository preaching which explains what God has said, and presses it upon the conscience, should be the normal diet of the church. Quotations from paraphrases should be avoided in sermons, not because the church is pedantic but because the church is jealous for the voice of her Lord. When a pastor reads the text from a faithful translation, opens its meaning and application with courage and tenderness, the sheep learn to recognise the Shepherd’s voice.

	If a church has drifted into using paraphrases publicly, the members should appeal with respect and clarity for a return to faithful translations. This is not a crusade for style but a plea for accuracy. If the church’s Bible reading, children’s ministry, youth group and small groups are all guided by the very words God has given, the whole fellowship will grow in discernment and stability. When the Bible is treated as holy, people begin to tremble at it again and that trembling is the beginning of wisdom. “On this one will I look,” says Yahweh, “on him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at My word” (Isaiah 66:2).

	Parents should place faithful translations in their children’s hands and model reading them aloud. Family worship can be simple; a passage read, a few questions asked, a brief explanation and prayer. Over time, the language of Scripture takes root in young hearts. When temptation comes, it is those words that the Spirit brings to remembrance. Paraphrased verses, however clever, will not sustain a child in a dark hour. The Son of God met the tempter with, “It is written.” We must teach our children to do the same.

	Personal devotion should include memorising and meditating on precise Scripture. To carry the exact words of God in the mind is to store light for those days when the lamp may flicker. The psalmist says, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11). Hiding a paraphrase will not do. Comfort and conviction flow from the text Yahweh has given.

	None of this forbids the careful use of paraphrases as a helpful tool. A believer may consult one to get a broad sense of a paragraph, much as one might glance at a devotional thought but the line must be guarded firmly. A paraphrase is not to be read publicly as Scripture, not to be cited authoritatively in preaching and not to be the basis for doctrine. It may be a servant in the study, however, it must never be the master in the pulpit.

	The Bible is not ours to shape. It is Yahweh’s to speak. The church that treats Scripture lightly will soon think lightly of obedience. The church that receives Scripture as holy will be holy. If we would see reformation, we must begin with the text. Let the Word rule our worship, regulate our doctrine and reform our lives. Let us prize accuracy over ease, truth over trend and reverence over novelty.

	So the counsel is plain. Read the un-paraphrased Bible. Study the un-paraphrased Bible. Preach the un-paraphrased Bible. Teach your children the un-paraphrased Bible and build your church life around the un-paraphrased Bible. It is what Yahweh has said to us and, if we keep to His words, we keep near to His heart. In drifting away from His words, we drift from Him. May He grant us grace to love His speech more than our own, to tremble at it and obey it, for “the words of the Lord are pure words, like silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times” (Psalm 12:6).

	 

	 


Topic 3:   A Bit of This & That = My Faith

	 

	A serious weakness in the modern church is the tendency of Christians to invent a selective version of the faith, living by fragments of Scripture while ignoring the whole counsel of Yahweh. Few would openly admit they are doing this, yet many in practice shape their faith around favourite passages, books or sayings, rather than submitting to the Word as a whole. This results in a Christianity that seems spiritual but lacks depth, that may comfort for a season but collapses when tested under trial.

	This habit often begins with a sincere desire. Believers under stress turn instinctively to the Psalms, where they find David’s words of deliverance and prosperity. Others quote Old Testament promises given to Israel, imagining them to be universal guarantees. Still others cling to isolated sayings of Jesus in the Gospels as though they were direct commands for the church in every age. Though each of these passages is precious in its right setting, when lifted out of context they become dangerous. A text without its context quickly becomes a pretext. The tragedy is that many who begin with good intentions end up disappointed, confused, or even disillusioned with the faith.
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	The Psalms illustrate this danger well. When David, as king of Israel, wrote of victory over his enemies or blessing upon his throne, those were specific covenant promises tied to his role and nation. Yet modern Christians read them as personal guarantees. When the expected deliverance or prosperity fails to appear, they assume Yahweh has let them down but, in truth, it is their own misuse of Scripture that has failed them. The psalms remain full of comfort and truth but must be read as poetry expressing David’s covenant experience, not as contracts written to every believer today.

	The same missteps occur in how many handle the Gospels. Jesus’ earthly ministry was conducted to Israel under the Law, preparing them for the kingdom and exposing their need of salvation. Some of His words applied only to that unique situation. When He told His disciples not to go to Gentiles but only to Israel, it was a command for that mission at that time, not a rule for the church today. When He warned, “He who endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew 24:13), He was speaking of the tribulation His Jewish hearers would face, not describing the condition of salvation in every age. To lift His words out of their covenantal setting is to distort their meaning. The Gospels reveal the glory of Christ, the fulfilment of prophecy and must be read in context.

	Acts presents a further challenge. Many treat it as a handbook for church life, though it is primarily history. It records the birth of the church and the spread of the gospel, but is not to be read as a manual for every generation. When the early church sold their possessions and shared all things, this was descriptive of that unique moment, not prescriptive for every Christian community. When apostles healed with their shadows, it was a sign of their authority in laying the church’s foundation, not a promise for all time. To treat Acts as instruction rather than history is to create expectations Yahweh never intended.

	This “pick-and-choose” approach creates a fragile faith. One believer may base their life almost entirely on the Psalms, another on snippets of the Gospels, another on miracles in Acts, while neglecting the letters that Yahweh gave directly to the church. The result is a patchwork Christianity stitched together from preferred pieces. When reality fails to match those expectations, disappointment sets in. Some even abandon the faith, claiming it “does not work.” The truth is not that Christianity has failed, it is that they have been living by a Bible of their own making rather than the Bible Yahweh has given.

	The issue is compounded by shallow teaching. Many pulpits encourage believers to “claim promises” without ever showing why those promises were originally given and to whom. Verses are lifted out of context to support sermon points, leaving the congregation to assume that is normal. Christian media reduces Scripture to slogans, offering comfort without doctrine. In such an environment, is it surprising that believers know fragments but not the whole? They have been trained to see the Bible as a bag of encouraging phrases, not the unfolding revelation of Yahweh’s eternal plan.

	This selective Christianity robs believers of strength. They miss the richness of Yahweh’s Word, the hard truths that shape character, the warnings that guard against sin and the doctrines that anchor the soul. Worse, they miss the true promises given to the church, which are far greater than the easy guarantees they try to claim. Rather than expecting a life of comfort, Christians are promised Yahweh’s presence in trials. Rather than wealth, they are promised an eternal inheritance. These promises are infinitely better, but many never embrace them because they are distracted by misused texts.

	The issue we face, then, is serious. Too many Christians have built a Bible of their own choosing. They have cut out the parts that rebuke, highlighted the parts that comfort and misapplied the parts that confuse. They live by fragments rather than the whole counsel of Yahweh. Unless this changes, the church will remain shallow, fragile and unprepared for the days of testing that surely lie ahead.

	 

	 


A Bit of This & That = My Faith

	Conflict with Scripture

	The practice of building a personal version of Christianity by selecting verses is not simply unwise, it is in direct conflict with what Scripture teaches about itself. Yahweh has bound His authority not to human impressions of His words, but to the words themselves. To distort or misapply them is to dishonour Him.

	Paul commanded Timothy, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Rightly dividing means handling the Word carefully, recognising who is being addressed, under which covenant and in what context. To pull verses from the Psalms and declare them promises to every believer is not rightly dividing but misusing. To take Christ’s kingdom teaching to Israel and apply it to the church without context is to mishandle His words. A worker who fails to divide rightly has reason to be ashamed before Yahweh.

	Peter echoed this warning: “…as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures” (2 Peter 3:16). Scripture twisted is Scripture destroyed. Misapplied texts are not harmless; they lead to ruin. What Yahweh gave for life can be turned into a stumbling block when handled wrongly.

	The prophets warned against this misuse. Yahweh declared through Jeremiah, “Behold, I am against the prophets… who steal My words everyone from his neighbour… who use their tongues and say, ‘He says’” (Jeremiah 23:30–31). To claim that Yahweh has promised what He has not is to steal His words and place lies upon His lips. Many today repeat Israel’s promises as if Yahweh pledged them to the church. However sincere, it is theft of His words.

	The misuse of Psalms provides an example. These songs are saturated with covenantal language: enemies defeated, thrones established, nations subdued. Yet Christians often quote them as personal guarantees of success. Yahweh never promised that every believer would triumph over earthly foes. He promised His presence, not constant prosperity. When people misapply the Psalms and the promises fail to appear, they conclude Yahweh has let them down. In truth they have built expectations upon a foundation He never laid.

	The same is true with the Gospels. Jesus declared, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24). His ministry at that time was directed to Israel under the Law. While His teaching contains eternal truth, much of it was for that covenant setting. When He told His disciples not to go to the Gentiles, it was a temporary command. When He spoke of enduring to the end to be saved, it was directed to those who would face a particular trial. To apply those words directly to the church today twists their meaning.

	Acts too is often mishandled. It records the outpouring of the Spirit and the spread of the gospel but it is descriptive history, not prescriptive command. To insist that every church must replicate its extraordinary moments is to burden believers with what Yahweh never required. The apostles themselves did not lay such a command on future generations. Paul, in his letters, gave the lasting instruction for the church, not Luke in his history.

	Paul made clear that the Old Testament is for our learning, not always for our direct obedience. “For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope” (Romans 15:4). We learn of Yahweh’s holiness, His mercy, His covenant faithfulness but we do not live under the Law of Moses. To treat the Old Testament as though every line were addressed directly to us is to reject Paul’s guidance.

	The New Testament letters stand in contrast. They are Yahweh’s direct instruction to the church. Here the gospel is explained, doctrine set forth and life in Christ described. When believers neglect these letters in favour of favourite psalms or sayings, they neglect Yahweh’s Word to them in this age. Selective obedience always leads away from truth.

	Paul told the Ephesian elders, “I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). The whole counsel, not fragments. Preachers who present only the soothing parts of Scripture fail their calling. Believers who live only by comfortable verses deceive themselves. Christ Himself affirmed that man lives by “every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). To live on fragments is to starve the soul.

	The conflict is unmistakable. Scripture commands us to rightly divide, to receive every word, to declare the whole counsel. Selective obedience is rebellion. It makes us judges over Yahweh’s Word, deciding what applies and what can be ignored. It substitutes our will for His, our desires for His revelation. It is not faith, but presumption.

	 

	 


A Bit of This & That = My Faith

	How Then Should We Live

	If the root of the problem is that many Christians shape their faith around fragments, then the answer must begin with the individual heart. It is not enough to diagnose the church as a whole; every believer must look honestly at how they themselves handle Scripture. The danger is subtle. We all have favourite verses and passages but, if we build our lives only on those, our faith will be shallow. A strong Christian life is not founded on selective texts but on the whole counsel of God.

	The first step is to admit the temptation. Every person is drawn to verses that comfort their feelings and confirm their desires. A young believer facing hardship may cling to Psalm promises of deliverance, forgetting that those were given to Israel’s king under covenant. A Christian under financial strain may highlight verses about Yahweh’s provision, while ignoring those that warn against greed and call for contentment. Another may prefer Jesus’ words of compassion in the Gospels but shrink back from Paul’s demands for holiness in the letters. If we are honest, each of us is tempted to fashion a Bible that suits our mood. Confession begins with acknowledging this tendency.

	The second step is repentance. To live on fragments is to make ourselves judges over the Word, picking what pleases us and ignoring what rebukes us. This is sin. We must repent of treating Yahweh’s Word lightly, of quoting verses without caring for their meaning and of twisting Scripture to serve our preferences. Repentance is not vague regret but a turning back to Yahweh with humility, asking Him to make us lovers of all His words, not just some of them.

	The third step is discipline. A believer cannot drift into spiritual health by accident. If you only ever read the same handful of Psalms, or circle the same promises, you will never grow deep. You must order your life around the whole Bible. That means setting aside time each day to read it, not randomly but in an ordered way that covers every book. Work through Genesis, Exodus, the histories, the prophets, the Gospels, Acts, the letters. Do not skip what is difficult. Do not avoid what convicts. Train yourself to hear all of Yahweh’s voice, even in the passages you do not yet understand.

	Alongside reading comes thoughtful meditation. It is not enough to skim a chapter. Take time to think on what Yahweh is saying. Ask, “What did this mean to the original hearers? What does it reveal about God? What does it require of me?” Write down insights. Memorise verses as they come in the flow of your reading. This guards you from becoming a collector of slogans and instead makes you a disciple of the whole Word.

	Obedience must follow. James warned, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22). It is possible to read widely yet still pick and choose in practice. Some enjoy doctrine but resist commands about purity, forgiveness or generosity. Others like warnings about sin but ignore calls to joy and thanksgiving. To live by the whole counsel of Yahweh means to obey whatever He has said whether it cuts against our desires or comforts our hearts. Each time you read a command, pause and ask if your life matches it. If not, confess, repent and change.

	The psalmist cried, “Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your law” (Psalm 119:18). Without the Spirit, Scripture will remain closed. Pray before reading and pray after reading. Ask Yahweh to make His Word alive, to convict you when you twist it, to strengthen you when you are weak and to give you joy in His truth. A person who prays over the whole Bible will find their heart reshaped by the whole Bible, enabling them to live a full life before Yahweh.

	Community also strengthens obedience. Lone Christians are prone to error. When you share Scripture with others, you are held accountable. A brother or sister may point out where you have misapplied a text or a faithful pastor can remind you of passages you neglect. Fellowship is not only for encouragement but for correction. The individual who desires to live by the whole counsel of Yahweh should surround themselves with others who are committed to the same path.

	Ultimately, the choice is stark. You can either live by fragments of your own making, or you can submit to every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. Christ Himself resisted temptation with this truth: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). Every word, not just the pleasant ones. Every command, not just the easy ones. Every promise, not just the comforting ones. To live this way is to stand firm when trials come, for your foundation is not sand but rock.

	So how should we live? As individuals who tremble at Yahweh’s Word in its entirety. We must confess our tendency to pick and choose, repent of our carelessness, discipline ourselves to read widely, meditate deeply, obey fully, pray earnestly and walk in community. The believer who orders their life around the whole counsel of Yahweh will not be easily shaken. They will grow deep roots, bear lasting fruit and shine as lights in a world that prefers fragments and half-truths.

	Let every Christian remember: read the un-paraphrased Bible, for it is what Yahweh has said to us. Not bits and pieces, not favourite verses torn from context but the whole counsel. In that counsel we find not only correction but life, face rebuke but also comfort and receive warnings along with eternal hope. Indeed, to live by all of it is to live as disciples of Christ.

	 

	 


Topic 4:   Judgement Begins Here

	 

	It is tempting to look at the world and point to its rebellion, its corruption and its mockery of God. Yet Scripture warns us that “the time has come for judgement to begin at the house of God” (1 Peter 4:17). Yahweh begins with His own people. Before He judges nations, He purifies His church. This sobering reality means that the greatest crisis facing us is not in the culture outside but in the condition of the church itself.
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	The most glaring evidence of this crisis is the collapse of leadership in both church and home. Too often churches are run as though they were businesses. Instead of shepherds feeding the flock, we find managers and executives trying to keep the numbers stable and the members satisfied. Pragmatism fills the pulpit, prayer disappears from decision-making and congregations grow comfortable. Meanwhile,  the light of Christ grows dim. The house of God has become a type of community club where budgets, votes and programs matter more than holiness and mission.

	The same tragedy unfolds in the home. Men who were called to lead, protect and guide their families have abdicated their God-given responsibility. They remain silent while the culture catechises their children, while entertainment shapes their households and while wives are left to shoulder spiritual burdens alone. This silence is not new. It echoes from the garden of Eden, where Adam stood by as Eve was deceived. The silence of Adam has become the pattern of countless homes, leaving wives wearied and children exposed.

	We must speak with care here. To highlight the failure of men is not to despise women or deny their devotion. Many godly women pray faithfully, study the Scriptures diligently and intercede for their families with zeal. They are often the ones who hold broken homes together and who carry on the life of the church when men disappear. Yet no amount of female faithfulness erases the responsibility that Yahweh has laid on men. A woman’s devotion cannot cancel a man’s neglect. When men refuse to lead, women may fill the vacuum but they carry a burden that distorts the design of God.

	The difference is not worth or intelligence but calling. Yahweh designed men and women to complement one another, not to compete for authority. Men are called to lead with courage, to confront error and to guard their households with strength. Women are called to nurture, to support and to foster compassion. Both roles are essential but, when men remain silent, women are forced to lead from a place of emotional burden rather than from the protective strength Yahweh intended. The balance collapses, the design is distorted and the cost is borne by families and congregations alike.

	In many churches, this imbalance is painfully obvious. Instead of eldership as described in the New Testament, there are boards and committees chosen by popularity or willingness to volunteer. In the absence of strong male leadership, women step forward to keep things going, often out of a sincere desire to serve. The very fact of the need for their presence in governing roles is evidence men have failed. In some cases, women even occupy pulpits, exercising an authority that Scripture has not given them. This is not progress, it’s disobedience, revealing again the silence of Adam echoing in our age.

	In the home, the problem looks similar. Fathers are often absent, distracted by work, hobbies or endless, mindless entertainment. Mothers are left to carry both roles of raising children spiritually and practically on their own. Sons grow up without examples of godly manhood, daughters grow up without the security of strong spiritual protection. The cycle repeats itself as young people drift from the faith, having never seen it modelled with clarity in the home.

	Churches that once burned with zeal for evangelism now survive by routine. The fire that drove missions has cooled into a desire to maintain tradition. Leaders ask not what Yahweh requires but what will keep people comfortable. Members hope that a new pastor will arrive to fix everything, forgetting that the church is a body, not an audience. Pastors are treated as hired workers expected to carry the weight of the ministry alone while the people spectate. Inevitably those pastors collapse, worn out under a burden never meant for one lone man to bear.

	This is not an unfortunate trend, it is open rebellion. Yahweh has spoken clearly. He commanded men to lead in the home and qualified elders to shepherd the church. He has given gifts to every believer for service, not as permission to sit idle and has commanded His people to make disciples, not to bunker down in comfortable buildings. When His biblical order is ignored, the result is always the same: women are overburdened, pastors are crushed and congregations turn inward while the world outside perishes in darkness.

	Worse still is the apathy that covers it all with many seeing the decline but shrugging as though nothing can be done. They see empty ministries, dwindling youth presence and families unravelled, yet remain unmoved. It is assumed someone else will act, forgetting that silence itself is complicity. The silence of Adam is not only the failure of men but the failure of the whole church to rise up in obedience.

	The eyes of Yahweh are upon His house. He sees the disorder and compromise, which He will not overlook. He has said that judgement begins with His people and his fire will fall. The question to be answered is; will we humble ourselves in repentance or wait until His discipline exposes and deals with our apathy?

	 

	 


Judgement Begins Here

	Conflict with Scripture

	The disorder that marks so many modern churches and households is not merely unfortunate, or a passing weakness, it’s open conflict with the Word of Yahweh. His will is not hidden nor is His design vague. He has spoken clearly with regard to how His people are to be led, how men and women are to order their roles and how His church is to carry forward its mission. To disregard His instruction is to reject Him. The seriousness of this cannot be overstated.

	Peter’s warning in his first letter frames the issue with sharp clarity: “For the time has come for judgement to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17). Yahweh does not begin His judgement with the nations, He begins with His people. If we take lightly the disorder of our churches and homes, we forget that we are first in line for His discipline. Israel’s history stands as a constant reminder. Though chosen, delivered and entrusted with His Word, they were judged again and again for disobedience. Why should we imagine the church will fare better if it persists in ignoring His design?

	Scripture sets before us a model of leadership that is precise and unambiguous. Paul wrote to Timothy: “If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behaviour, hospitable, able to teach; not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence” (1 Timothy 3:1–4). To Titus he added: “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you” (Titus 1:5). These verses show that the leadership of the church is to be entrusted to qualified men, recognised for their character and ability to shepherd, not elected by popularity or availability.

	The widespread use of committees and boards in place of elders directly contradicts this teaching. Nowhere does Scripture tell us to govern the church through votes and constitutions. These mechanisms reflect the methods of worldly corporations, not the household of God. By preferring them, churches declare that they trust the wisdom of man more than the Word of Yahweh. They abandon the model of elders appointed for spiritual oversight and instead create structures that mirror town councils or business meetings. The conflict is plain: Yahweh has spoken but His people choose their own way.

	The question of male and female roles further reveals this conflict. Paul declared plainly, “And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man but to be in silence. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived but the woman, being deceived, fell into transgression” (1 Timothy 2:12–14). This is not Paul’s cultural opinion as some claim. He roots the principle in creation itself. Adam was created first and entrusted with responsibility. Eve was created to be a helper. That order is divine, not cultural. To place women in positions of governing authority over men is to overturn Yahweh’s design.

	This does not deny the worth or the ministry of women. Scripture honours their faithfulness and devotion. We see Deborah raised up in a time of male failure, Priscilla teaching alongside her husband and Phoebe serving the church. Women are indispensable in prayer, teaching children, discipling other women and supporting the mission of the church. It is governing authority, the role of elder and overseer, that is not theirs to bear. When churches place them in such a position, they repeat the error of Adam, who surrendered his post and left Eve to bear the weight of deception.

	The silence of Adam continues in the home. Paul wrote, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Saviour of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything” (Ephesians 5:22–24). This headship is not tyranny, it is responsibility. Husbands are to lead as Christ leads, with sacrificial love. “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her” (Ephesians 5:25). Silence, neglect and passivity are not humility, they are betrayal. A man who refuses to lead his family abandons them to the influence of the world.

	Paul also warned that the church must function as a body: “But now indeed there are many members, yet one body… the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’” (1 Corinthians 12:20–21). Every member has a role. Yet in many congregations members sit idle, expecting the pastor to carry the load for everything. This is in open contradiction to Scripture. The apostles themselves refused to take every task, saying, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables” (Acts 6:2). They appointed others to share the burden. Today many congregations place the entire weight on one pastor, treating him as an employee rather than a shepherd.

	The mission of the church has also been forgotten. Christ’s command is clear: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19). So many churches bury their talents, content to preserve traditions and buildings while ignoring the lost outside their doors. In a parable, the servant who buried his talent was not commended for being careful but condemned for being wicked and lazy (Matthew 25:26). Churches that refuse mission are in rebellion against the Lord Himself.

	In every case, the testimony of Scripture stands firm. Qualified men are to lead as elders, husbands are to lead their homes in love. Every church member is to serve and the whole church is to be involved with making disciples. The modern practices of silence, passivity and disobedience stand in direct opposition to this. The conflict is not small, for it is the difference between obedience and rebellion, blessing and discipline, light and darkness.

	 

	 


Judgement Begins Here

	How Then Should We Live

	If the Word of Yahweh exposes our disorder so sharply, we cannot carry on as though nothing is wrong. Judgement begins at the house of God which means repentance must also begin there. To look at the world’s corruption and lament its decay while tolerating silence and compromise in our own ranks is hypocrisy. The path forward is not complicated, though it is costly. We must turn again to the order Yahweh has set and live in obedience to His Word.

	Adam’s failure in Eden was not that he lacked information but that he remained silent when he should have spoken. He watched while the serpent deceived and his passivity brought ruin. Many Christian men today repeat his error. They avoid responsibility, withdraw from spiritual leadership and allow their families to be discipled by the world. This cannot continue. A man must ask himself plainly, “Am I leading my family in prayer, in biblical foundations and holiness, or am I silent while others carry the weight?” To live rightly is to reject Adam’s silence and embrace the example of Christ. He loved the church and gave Himself for her. A husband must love his wife sacrificially, guiding his household with courage, tenderness, sacrifice and truth.

	Women must also be honoured for the devotion they so often show when men are absent. Many churches and families stand today only because women have prayed, taught and served with tireless zeal. This should never be belittled, yet, at the same time, they must not be left to carry burdens Yahweh never designed for them to bear. Governing authority belongs to qualified men. When men rise to their calling, women are freed to flourish in their God-given gifts: nurturing, discipling, interceding and serving in countless indispensable ways. Reform means not diminishing women but restoring balance so that both men and women serve in their roles as Yahweh intended.

	Pastors must be restored to their Biblical role. They are to be shepherds, not entertainers, to be stewards of the Word and not seen as corporate managers. Their task is to feed the flock with Scripture, to guard against wolves and to lead by example in prayer and holiness. Congregations must stop treating them as hired labourers to carry every burden. Scripture shows that the church is a body where every member serves. To live rightly is to support pastors in their calling, sharing the labour of ministry and protecting them from being crushed under the burden of unrealistic expectations.

	Congregations must awaken from their passivity. Too many Christians treat church as a weekly event to attend rather than a body to which they belong, sitting as spectators while others serve, forgetting that “from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love” (Ephesians 4:16). Every believer has a gift and every one of the gifts is necessary. To refuse service is to disobey. To live rightly is for each member to ask, “What part has Yahweh called me to play in this body?” A body with idle members limps, as opposed to a flourishing body where every part works.

	The mission of the church must also be recovered. Christ’s command was not, “Maintain your traditions and preserve your buildings,” but, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19). The Great Commission is not a department or a hobby for the enthusiastic few but is the very purpose of the church. When congregations bury their talents, they repeat the error of the wicked servant who was condemned for his laziness. To live rightly before Yahweh is to invest every resource in disciple-making, whether across the street or across the world. Comfort is no excuse. Safety is no defence. Mission is obedience.

	Such reform will be costly. Men need to overcome years of passivity and women will struggle to release roles they have carried in faithfulness. Pastors may endure criticism in calling the church back to order but congregations must surrender their comfort to embrace service. Our obedience is never optional for Yahweh has spoken and to resist His Word is rebellion. Let’s embrace it, for in doing so is life.

	This must be pursued with grace as well as courage. Women who have served in leadership should be honoured for their devotion, not shamed for stepping into gaps men left open. Men who have failed must be exhorted and encouraged, not crushed with guilt. Congregations must be stirred to service and not be despised for their slowness. Truth without love becomes cruelty; love without truth becomes compromise. Reform that honours Yahweh requires both.

	Above all, everything has to return to the Word. Families must gather around it, elders guard it, pastors preach it and members obey it. Without Scripture at the centre, reform becomes another fad. With Scripture governing all, the Spirit brings lasting renewal. To live rightly is to tremble at the Word of Yahweh and let it shape every decision.

	Men need to speak out where Adam was silent, then women will flourish in the roles Yahweh has given them. When pastors and elders shepherd faithfully, our congregations learn to serve as one body. Churches need to take seriously the command to make disciples. Further, we need to bow before the Word of Yahweh. If judgement begins at the house of God, let it begin with us in repentance, courage and obedience. The silence must end with us, the time of being comfortable is over; the time for obedience has arrived.

	 

	 


Topic 5:   Do Not Even Eat With Them

	 

	The modern church has almost abandoned the biblical practice of separation. Even that word itself makes many Christians uncomfortable, as if it were inherently unloving or judgemental. Yet Scripture is unambiguous: there are times when Yahweh’s people are commanded not to associate with certain individuals, even if they claim to be believers. The command is not about avoiding the lost, for Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners in order to call them to repentance. It is a concern for those who claim the name of Christ yet openly reject His teaching, persist in sin or promote false doctrine. With such people the church is to break fellowship, and individual believers are to separate, in obedience to the Word of Yahweh.
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	In our day this command has been softened or forgotten. Churches are shaped more by the world’s values of inclusion and tolerance than by holiness and obedience. The idea of excluding someone, refusing table fellowship or withdrawing from a brother who persists in sin is alien to many. They imagine it to be unkind, contrary to grace or damaging to witness. The result is that unrepentant sin is tolerated, false teachers are given platforms and Christians compromise their testimony by maintaining close ties with those Yahweh has commanded to avoid. This is not theoretical, as there are those Christians who live as though fellowship has no boundaries. They enter into business partnerships with unbelievers or disobedient believers, ignoring the spiritual consequences. They welcome teachers into their pulpits or homes who deny key doctrines of the faith, in the name of Christian unity. They maintain close friendships with those who openly mock Yahweh’s commands, thinking this to be kindness when, in reality, they disobey the Lord who said, “Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits” (1 Corinthians 15:33).

	The cultural pressures are powerful. The first is secular tolerance. The world insists that love means unconditional acceptance and to judge behaviour is the greatest sin. This spirit has invaded the church, sadly to the point where pastors who dare to address sin or apply discipline are accused of being ungracious or un-Christlike. However, the refusal to separate from disobedience is in itself an act of disobedience to Yahweh.

	The second pressure is ignorance. Increasingly, we are seeing believers who have never been taught what Scripture says about separation. This is due to pastors avoiding the subject because it is unpopular. Even study guides and devotional books rarely mention it, resulting in entire congregations who are unaware of Paul’s command not even to eat with someone who calls himself a brother yet lives in immorality (1 Corinthians 5:11). They are ignorant of John’s warning not to receive or even greet those who deny the true Christ (2 John 10–11) or of Paul’s command to the Thessalonians to withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly (2 Thessalonians 3:6). Without knowledge, all fellowship is assumed to be good as long as the name of Christ is used.

	The third is fear of conflict. Separation requires courage. It means confronting sin, refusing partnership or enduring misunderstanding. It is easier to shrink back, preferring peace at any cost. Churches avoid discipline lest they lose members and individuals continue with compromised friends rather than risk being seen as judgemental. The cost of obedience seems too high, so compromise wins the day.

	The consequence is devastating. When churches fail to separate from unrepentant sinners, sin spreads unchecked. Paul warned, “Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?” (1 Corinthians 5:6). False teaching, when tolerated, takes root and leads many astray. Believers who refuse to separate are weakened in their own faith and compromised in their witness. Entire denominations have collapsed into liberalism because they refused to separate from false teachers. At the local level, congregations are corrupted when discipline is never applied. On a more personal level, Christians are dragged down by companions who mock their faith.

	Another confusion is between loving sinners and tolerating sin. Jesus ate with sinners to call them to repentance, never to affirm them in their sin. The church today often calls its tolerance “love,” but in reality it is compromise. True love warns, false love affirms. The silence of the pulpit deepens this problem due to pastors who never mention separation, fearing backlash. They preach grace and unity while neglecting holiness and obedience. The result is congregations lopsided in their understanding of the gospel.

	The issue is clear. Separation has become a forgotten discipline. Where once the church was known for holiness and courage, today it is known for tolerance and compromise. Commands to withdraw, avoid and reject have been replaced with slogans of welcome. The result is weakness, corruption and a church almost indistinguishable from the world. If the church is to recover in strength, it must rediscover separation and obey Yahweh’s call to be holy as He is holy.

	 

	 


Do Not Even Eat With Them

	Conflict with Scripture

	When we compare the practices of most churches with Scripture, the conflict is stark. The Bible repeatedly commands separation but churches rarely apply it. The Word of Yahweh and the practice of His people are at odds.

	The clearest passage is 1 Corinthians 5. Paul confronted the church for tolerating a man living in open immorality, in a sin even pagans found shocking. The church had grown proud of its tolerance, as though this was showing grace. Paul’s response is uncompromising: “In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together… deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Corinthians 5:4–5). He then adds, “But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person” (verse 11). Finally, he commands, “Therefore put away from yourselves the evil person” (verse 13). Here the principle is plain: when sin is public, when the sinner claims to be a brother, the church must exclude him from fellowship, even from sharing ordinary meals.

	Romans 16:17–18 gives another command: “Note those who cause divisions and offences, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.” The danger here is false teaching, not immorality. The response is the same: avoidance. Yet today false teachers are given platforms, their books are promoted and their influence spreads under the banner of diversity. Paul commands avoidance, the church embraces inclusion.

	John, in his second letter, warns “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds” (2 John 10–11). To welcome or endorse a false teacher is to share in his error. Yet many Christians pride themselves on welcoming all, even those who deny Christ’s deity or atonement. Scripture calls such welcome complicity.

	Titus 3:10–11 commands, “Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.” The church is not to tolerate endless gossip and slander, so a divisive man who refuses correction must be rejected. How is it then that so many congregations allow such behaviour unchecked, fearful of confrontation? The result of this weakness in discipline is poisoned fellowship and damaged witness.

	Paul also challenged the Thessalonians, “We command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us… And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother” (2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14–15). Disorderly behaviour in the church requires withdrawal. However, the its purpose should not be cruelty but restoration. The modern church appears to rarely apply this, preferring to excuse or look away from disobedience.

	Jesus Himself gave instructions in Matthew 18:15–17. If a brother sins and refuses private, then group, then church correction, he is to be treated as a heathen and a tax collector. This process is ignored in many churches. Sin is handled quietly, if at all, never brought to the church. The biblical model is set aside, replaced with vague ideas of privacy and non-judgement.

	These commands are not suggestions. They are Yahweh’s safeguards for His people. To ignore them is to expose the church to corruption. Paul warned, “Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?” (1 Corinthians 5:6). Unchecked sin spreads, just as false teaching corrupts. Ephesians 5:11 commands, “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.” 2 Corinthians 6:14–17 warns against being unequally yoked, whether in marriage, business or ministry. “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord.”

	The contrast with modern practice is striking. Where Scripture says withdraw, churches say welcome; where Scripture says avoid, churches say embrace; where Scripture says reject, churches say tolerate and where Scripture says do not eat, churches say share in our communion. This is not compassion but compromise which has arisen due to the church elevating unity above truth, inclusion above holiness and tolerance above obedience. The Word of Yahweh commands separation; in many cases, the modern church despises it.

	Until the church recovers the practice of separation, it will remain compromised. The commands to withdraw, avoid, reject and not to eat with are not optional. They are Yahweh’s way of preserving holiness. To disobey is to invite corruption, confusion and judgement.

	 

	 


Do Not Even Eat With Them

	How Then Should We Live

	If Yahweh has spoken so clearly about separation, His people cannot excuse themselves by clinging to the world’s values of tolerance. Obedience will always be costly but it is the mark of true discipleship. To live rightly, we must recover the practice of separation in our individual lives and in our churches.

	Those Christians who avoid separating from sinful companions or false teachers do so because they dread being labelled judgemental or unloving. Proverbs 29:25 warns, “The fear of man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe.” Fear of people traps us into compromise. Fear of Yahweh leads to obedience and life. The believer must decide: whose approval matters most, the world’s or the Yahweh’s? To live rightly is to place loyalty to Christ above every friendship, partnership or tie.

	The process Christ gave in Matthew 18 is not optional. When a brother sins, he is to be confronted privately. If he refuses to listen, two or three are to go. If he still resists, the matter is to be told to the church. If he continues in hardness, he is to be regarded as a heathen. Paul applied the same principle in 1 Corinthians 5, where he commanded the church to remove the immoral man from fellowship. This is not cruelty but mercy, for exclusion is meant to awaken the sinner to his condition so that he might repent. When churches ignore discipline, they cease to love the sinner. They allow him to continue in rebellion while pretending all is well. Obedience requires courage,  true discipline leads to restoration.

	Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 5:11 are personal: “I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person.” This means ordinary social life may need to change. A believer cannot treat fellowship as though nothing is wrong when a professing Christian lives in open sin. Meals cannot be shared as if there were no breach. The friendship must shift from companionship to admonition. This is costly, especially within families, but Jesus Himself said, “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me” (Matthew 10:37).

	John’s command is sharp: “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him” (2 John 10). To welcome false teachers is to share in their deeds. This means Christians must test every book, sermon or online teaching. There are a multitude of those who deny the true gospel, yet wear the name of Christ. To host them, quote them or endorse them is to share in their error. True obedience means closing the door to any who corrupt the truth, even if they are popular with a large following.

	Paul asked in 2 Corinthians 6:14, “For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?” This principle touches marriage, business, ministry and close friendships. A believer cannot join in binding partnerships with unbelievers or with disobedient Christians without harm. Marriage to an unbeliever compromises faith from the beginning. Business ties with dishonest partners drag down the conscience. Ministry partnerships with those who deny truth corrupt the witness of the gospel. To live rightly is to remain distinct, even when it means you may have to stand alone.

	It is to be noted that separation is not a call to pride. The Pharisees prided themselves on being separate but their separation was rooted in contempt. True obedience is humble because it recognises that, apart from grace, we too would be lost. When Paul commanded the Corinthians to exclude the immoral man, he also commanded them later to forgive and comfort him when he repented, lest he be swallowed up with sorrow (2 Corinthians 2:7). Separation is not about exalting ourselves but is about protecting the church and calling sinners back to holiness.

	Separation can be a hard road; friends may accuse us of being unkind and unloving; family members may misunderstand our motives. Churches that apply discipline will possibly lose members who prefer the way of compromise. It does us well to remember, obedience always brings blessing. A small, pure fellowship is stronger than a large compromised one. Yahweh does not measure success by numbers but by faithfulness. His promise is sure: “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you” (2 Corinthians 6:17). The reward for obedience is sweet fellowship with Him.

	We are being called to live as people who take holiness seriously, to withdraw from unrepentant sinners and from false teachers, even when it costs friendships. Our churches are charged with restoring discipline, to trust in Yahweh’s wisdom rather than fearing man’s opinion. We are to apply discernment in what we read, watch and listen to, refusing to share in error. Our priorities are to guard our marriages, our partnerships and our closest relationships, to keep them holy. We are to remain humble, remembering that separation is not about pride but about obedience. Above all, we must love Christ more than comfort, reputation or the size of our following.

	In an age that worships tolerance, the church must once again shine with holiness. Our separation from sin is not hatred but love, for it protects the body, guards the truth and calls sinners to repentance. By obeying Yahweh’s commands, we declare that Christ is Lord, that His Word is final and that His holiness cannot be mocked. The world will not applaud such obedience; that’s okay, for heaven will! When we stand before Him, it will not matter how popular we were but how faithful we were to Him. May it be said of us that we trembled at His Word, obeyed it fully in love and service to Him.

	 

	 


Topic 6:   False Signs & Wonders

	 

	From the beginning of history, people have been fascinated by supernatural displays. In Pharaoh’s court, among the groves of Canaan and in the temples of pagan nations, men and women sought proof of the divine through wonders. That craving has not lessened. In our sceptical and materialistic age, the church itself has become restless, longing for experiences that feel immediate and dramatic. Into this restlessness has come the modern “signs and wonders” movement, promising visible proof of God’s presence in healings, prophecies, visions and power encounters.

	On the surface, these spectacles appear to breathe vitality into the church. Crowds gather, stadiums are filled and videos circulate showing supposed miracles. To the casual eye, it looks like the power of the book of Acts has returned, yet beneath the excitement lies a darker reality. These movements often exalt men rather than Christ, manipulate emotions rather than build faith and replace the solid ground of Scripture with experiences that are counterfeit.
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	For centuries the church held fast to the teaching that the miraculous sign gifts were temporary. Tongues, prophecy and miraculous healings were given to establish the church’s foundation and to confirm the Word as it was revealed. When the Scriptures were complete, the purpose of those gifts was fulfilled. Yahweh has not changed, nor has His power diminished. He can heal, deliver and intervene according to His will. However, the office of miracle-worker, the gift of performing signs at will, has ceased. Authority now rests in the Word He has given and not in the claims of men.

	Some churches are no longer content with the written Scriptures but desire something visible and thrilling. Leaders step into that hunger, promising guaranteed healings, fresh revelations and visible signs of power. It is preached that sickness always indicates a lack of faith, or that anyone can work miracles if they claim the right authority. Others boast of visions, angelic encounters and heavenly journeys. This produces a Christianity that feels alive but is unstable, hollow and dangerously misleading.

	The damage is visible, with countless people having been told they were healed only to discover their illness remains. On the basis of a so called healing word spoken, individuals have stopped taking medicine, leading to tragedy. Families have given money to preachers who link financial offerings with miracles, only to be left poorer and disillusioned. When the promises fail, many conclude that God Himself has failed. Others lose all trust in the church, assuming that if one claim was false, the whole gospel must be too. In this way the name of Christ is blasphemed not by atheists but by those who claim to minister in His name.

	Christ warned of such dangers. “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 24:24). When faith is tied to spectacles rather than to truth, it becomes fragile and deceivable. Some become addicted to the thrill, moving from one conference to the next in search of a new high. In such an environment, the Word of Yahweh is displaced and the voice of the prophet of the hour is elevated as more significant than the voice of Scripture.

	It is crucial to make a distinction. Yahweh still hears prayer, still shows mercy and still intervenes providentially in the lives of His people. Every believer can testify to answers to prayer that bear His mark. However, these are not the same as the apostolic sign gifts. They are not given to men to wield as tools, nor are they meant for display. They are acts of sovereign grace, not evidence of a gift. The attempt to confuse the two is the root of the problem.

	The modern church has neglected discernment. Doctrine is despised and with it, the ability to test the spirits. Impressive personalities and moving testimonies are accepted without question. Few stop to ask, “Does this align with the Word of Yahweh? Does this glorify Christ or man? Does it produce holiness or only excitement?” The craving for spectacle and experience blinds many to the danger that they are being led away from Christ.

	This is not a fringe issue. The signs and wonders movement is global. It dominates television, publishing and worship styles. It calls itself revival but it is a counterfeit revival. It undermines Scripture, exalts men and leaves multitudes vulnerable to deception. Yahweh has warned that lying wonders would mark the last days. We are seeing those warnings fulfilled. The church’s task is not to join the chase but to stand firm, reaffirming the sufficiency of Scripture and calling believers to walk by faith, not by sight.

	 

	 


False Signs & Wonders

	Conflict with Scripture

	At first glance, the appeal of signs and wonders seems natural. Who would not want to see Yahweh’s power displayed? Yet the Bible is clear: not every sign is from Him and wonders are never to be made the measure of truth. From beginning to end, Scripture warns against deception that comes clothed in the miraculous.

	In Deuteronomy 13:1–3, Moses wrote, “If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’—which you have not known—‘and let us serve them,’ you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you.” This reveals a striking truth. A sign may be real and yet still be a test. Its presence does not guarantee Yahweh’s blessing. The question is whether it leads to obedience or away from it.

	Christ repeated the warning in His own ministry. “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 24:24). These are not weak imitations but convincing displays, persuasive enough to threaten even true believers. If signs are made the standard of truth, deception is inevitable. Truth is to be measured by Scripture, not by spectacle.

	Paul also warned the church. Speaking of the end times, he wrote: “The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth” (2 Thessalonians 2:9–10). Satan does not lack power. His signs are called “lying wonders” not because they are fake but because they serve a lie. They point away from Christ. The root of the deception is the rejection of truth. Where the Word is ignored, wonders become weapons of destruction.

	Revelation repeats this theme. The beast and the false prophet perform signs that lead men to worship the image of the beast (Revelation 13:13–14). These wonders are terrifying and persuasive, and are the means by which multitudes are drawn into rebellion. The pattern is constant: miracles that contradict Scripture are not from Yahweh, no matter how convincing.

	What then of the miracles of Christ and His apostles? The Gospels and Acts record many signs. Hebrews 2:3–4 explains their purpose: “How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders.” The signs confirmed the new message of salvation only through Christ Jesus. They were Yahweh’s witness to the gospel at its foundation. Once the foundation was laid, the confirming signs were no longer required.

	Paul anticipated this transition when he wrote, “Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away” (1 Corinthians 13:8). The miraculous gifts were for a season, not for all generations. They served the church at its beginning, its foundation and were not to be ongoing. The Scriptures, once complete, took their place as the sufficient and final authority.

	The modern signs and wonders movement stands in direct conflict with this testimony. Instead of grounding faith in the finished Word of God, it calls people to ground their faith in experiences. Instead of building disciples through Scripture, it builds dependants addicted to the next display. Meetings are marked by people falling, laughing uncontrollably, even claiming to see feathers and gold dust, none of which is found in Scripture. Promises of healing and prosperity are given but, when they fail, the faith of participants collapses. Many conclude Yahweh has failed them, when in reality it was man who lied.

	The danger is not merely confusion but preparation for the final deception. If people are trained to believe every sign that appears is impressive, they will be ready prey for the lawless one who comes with lying wonders. Already we see millions eager to accept whatever seems supernatural, regardless of its alignment with Scripture. This is the very opposite of discernment.

	Scripture commands us to test. “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1). “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isaiah 8:20). Signs are to be weighed by the Word. If they contradict it, they are false. If they exalt men rather than Christ, they are false. If they lead to disorder and unholiness, they are false.

	The testimony of Scripture is consistent. Signs were real but temporary. Their purpose was to confirm the gospel in its infancy. They were never meant to replace Scripture, never meant to become a circus for thrill seekers. The power of Yahweh is not displayed in falling to the ground but in a transformed life; neither is it seen in raucous laughter without cause. It is seen living in holiness, endurance and love. The conflict is stark: one way leads to truth and life, the other to deception and ruin.

	 

	 

	 


False Signs & Wonders

	How Then Should We Live

	If the signs and wonders movement is counterfeit, then the only safe path for Christians is to return to the authority of Scripture and live in obedience to it. We are not called to chase spectacles, rather we are called to walk by faith. Christ said plainly, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). The life of faith is not built on what we see but on what Yahweh has spoken. To live rightly, we must recover genuine spirituality that depends on His Word and not the promises of men.

	Faith comes not through visions or dramatic experiences, but through hearing the Word of God. “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). Many Israelites saw miracles in the wilderness yet died in unbelief. Crowds saw Christ’s works yet demanded His crucifixion. Experience alone cannot secure faith. The believer must plant their confidence in Scripture and churches are to return to expository preaching, encouraging families to read the Bible daily. As individuals, we will grow spiritually, and increase in faith,  as we open the Word in dependence upon the Spirit. 

	Peter declared, “His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). To claim we need extra revelations or dramatic signs to live faithfully is to deny Yahweh’s gift. When we open the Bible, we hear His voice. This is a conviction the  church needs to recover. Our sufficiency is not in dreams or prophecies but in the Word. The resurrection of Christ is the supreme sign and Scripture is the sure testimony of it. That is enough.

	John said, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1). Isaiah echoed, “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isaiah 8:20). To test means to measure teaching and practice against Scripture. If a preacher promises miracles but rarely opens the Bible, we must reject him. If a church service produces frenzy but not holiness, we must discern its source. If a teaching glorifies a man more than Christ, it is false. The believer must be willing to say no, even when everyone else is saying yes. Discernment is not cynicism but obedience.

	He heals in His mercy, provides in His kindness and answers prayer according to His will. Believers can testify to specific deliverances but these are mercies, not sign gifts. They are not spectacles to be performed before crowds or evidence of one man’s power. They are tokens of Yahweh’s fatherly care. To live rightly is to give thanks for His mercies without building movements upon them.

	Paul wrote, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22–23). These cannot be faked by Satan. They are more glorious than the noisiest revival. The true mark of Yahweh’s power is not people falling, shaking or laughing; it is seen in lives transformed in holiness. A congregation walking in purity and love is a greater wonder than any spectacle.

	The pursuit of signs has turned many inward. Conferences and meetings focus on experiences while the world perishes. Christ commanded, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19). True evidence of the Spirit is seen when sinners are saved, churches are planted and disciples are taught obedience. A missionary labouring faithfully in obscurity shows more of the Spirit’s power than a stadium filled with empty signs. The church must remember its calling and measure its health not by excitement but by obedience to the Great Commission.

	Paul warned that the lawless one will come “with all power, signs, and lying wonders” (2 Thessalonians 2:9). Revelation shows the beast deceiving nations with miracles. If believers are addicted to signs now, they will be easy prey then. Churches have a responsibility to teach the truth about these warnings, thereby equipping believers to endure. The Christian must learn to cling to Scripture when signs contradict it, to stand firm when crowds run after spectacle and to remember that Yahweh has already told us deception will come.

	To live rightly, then, is to be satisfied with Christ. He said, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah” (Matthew 12:39). His death and resurrection are enough. They are the greatest sign, as well as being the guarantee of our salvation. The gospel is not lacking and Scripture is not insufficient. To seek more is to despise what has already been given.

	The call is clear. Read the Word, trust its sufficiency, test every spirit, give thanks for Yahweh’s mercies, pursue holiness, labour in missions and prepare for deception. This is true spirituality. The true wonder of Christianity is not feathers, gold dust or staged miracles, but sinners saved by grace, homes transformed by the gospel and saints persevering in holiness until entering glory. To live this way may not look exciting or spectacular but it is a faithful, obedient life that honours Yahweh and His written Word.

	 


Topic 7:   The Ecumenical Trap

	 

	One of the most striking developments of our time is the growing call for unity across churches, denominations and even religions which openly deny the gospel of Christ. The movement is presented in language that sounds noble: peace, tolerance, goodwill and harmony. Yet behind those attractive words is a trend that threatens the very heart of the Christian faith. Churches are being drawn together into a religious system that minimises truth in the name of unity, preparing the way for the one-world religion described in Revelation.

	In many local towns this begins in small, seemingly harmless steps. Churches gather for “World Day of Prayer” events, using liturgies that blur distinctions between truth and error. Christmas carol services are held where Catholic priests, liberal ministers and evangelical pastors share the same platform. Ministers’ associations bring together leaders from every denomination, sometimes even non-Christian groups, to plan community worship. Congregations learn by example that doctrine is secondary and that fellowship is possible without agreement on the gospel This can lead to a belief that Yahweh accepts all worship as valid. The message is subtle but powerful; unity matters more than truth when, in reality, this is actually far from the truth.
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	The trend grows more alarming at the national and international level. Leaders of major denominations meet in global conferences that highlight common ground while ignoring doctrinal differences. The World Council of Churches has long promoted this spirit, welcoming Protestants, Catholics, Orthodox and even non-Christian representatives to its assemblies. Documents are signed in the name of unity which equate the God of Scripture with the gods of Islam, Hinduism, or Buddhism. In 2019, Pope Francis signed the Abu Dhabi “Document on Human Fraternity” with a Muslim leader, declaring that both religions worship the same God. In recent years, under the auspices of the United Nations, world religious leaders have gathered to promote a shared moral vision for humanity. These events are praised by the media as progress but to those who believe Scripture, they are clear signs that the one-world religion is being formed before our eyes.

	The appeal of this movement is obvious. In a fractured world, religious unity sounds compassionate. When nations are divided by politics and war, the idea that religions join together for peace seems wise. Secular leaders argue that global stability requires cooperation and International institutions such as the United Nations promote interfaith dialogue as essential for progress. In this environment, pastors and elders who refuse to participate are branded as intolerant and divisive. The pressure to conform is immense, with many choosing  acceptance by the world over faithfulness to Christ.

	This was visible during the COVID-19 pandemic years. Governments issued restrictions on worship that were echoed by joint statements from religious leaders around the globe. Churches that once stood apart fell quickly into line, citing global solidarity. It was not the final form of the one-world religion but a rehearsal that showed how easily global religious cooperation and compliance can be enforced. Fear and pressure aligned diverse groups almost overnight.

	At the heart of the issue is a loss of conviction within churches themselves, with a growing number of pastors no longer wanting to appear divisive. Congregations are being trained to prefer popularity over purity. Ecumenical involvement is justified as goodwill or outreach but the true effect is erosion of truth. People are taught to believe that doctrine doesn’t matter, salvation by faith alone in Christ is too narrow and sincerity is all that counts. In such an atmosphere, resistance to error weakens and so, by the time the one-world religion is fully formed, many churches will already be programmed to join it.

	The Scriptures warn that this is exactly how the last days will unfold. Revelation 17 describes the great harlot sitting on many waters, seducing kings and nations, clothed in splendour yet drunk with the blood of the saints. This image shows the power of a global religious system that seduces with promises of unity while persecuting those who resist. Already we see the stage being set. What is presented as tolerance is actually preparation for deception.

	The issue before us is not optional. It is a question of loyalty to Christ. Churches and believers are being asked to choose between truth and unity. Those who prioritise unity at the expense of the gospel will be swept into the ecumenical trap. Those who stand firm for truth will be mocked and rejected. The choice is unavoidable, and it is growing sharper by the day.

	 

	 


The Ecumenical Trap

	Conflict with Scripture

	The ecumenical spirit presents itself as gentle, tolerant and peace-loving. It tells us that to gather with all who name God, regardless of doctrine, is a noble act that heals division. When we hold this claim against the Word of Yahweh, its falseness is exposed. Far from being harmless, it directly contradicts His commands. Scripture consistently warns against combining truth with error and it never grants permission to compromise the gospel in the name of unity.

	Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 6:14–16 leave no room for doubt: “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God.” The Spirit does not say, “Be careful when you join with unbelievers.” He says, “Do not be yoked.” A yoke binds two together for common labour. To place ourselves under such a yoke with those who deny Christ is open rebellion against Yahweh. Yet that is exactly what ecumenical gatherings require, what is happening when true believers share platforms and prayers with those who preach another gospel.

	The Old Testament shows the danger with repeated clarity. Israel was commanded not to mingle with the nations in worship. “Nor shall you make marriages with them… For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods” (Deuteronomy 7:3–4). Time and time again Israel ignored this and fell into idolatry. When Aaron shaped the golden calf, he proclaimed it as a feast to Yahweh (Exodus 32:5). Yet Yahweh called it idolatry and judged the people. What they presented as worship to the true God was in fact compromise with false religion. The same is true today. Ecumenical services may claim to honour the one God but, by blending truth with error, they are feasts to idols, not to Yahweh, the great I AM.

	Christ Himself declared, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). His words are exclusive. They rule out every other path. To claim that Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists or any other faith worship the same God is to deny the very heart of His teaching. The ecumenical spirit insists on inclusivity; Christ insists on exclusivity. Any platform that includes those who deny His deity, His cross or His resurrection is not a platform of tolerance but of treason against our Lord Jesus.

	Paul’s letter to the Galatians makes the point with force. Some were distorting the gospel by mixing law with grace. Paul did not say, “Work together with them where you can.” He said, “Even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8). To stand alongside those who preach salvation by works or who deny justification by faith alone is to affirm a cursed gospel. Ecumenical leaders may accuse faithful Christians of causing division but Paul insists the true dividers are those who depart from sound doctrine. “Note those who cause divisions and offences, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them” (Romans 16:17). To avoid them is obedience; to embrace them is rebellion.

	The apostle John strengthens the warning. “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds” (2 John 10–11). The test of fellowship is doctrine, not sincerity. To welcome a false teacher or to treat him as a brother, is to participate in his error. Ecumenical movements pride themselves on hospitality and welcome, counting it virtuous to embrace those who deny Christ’s cross. Scripture calls such actions complicity to false doctrine.

	Revelation gives the final picture. Chapter 17 describes the great harlot, clothed in splendour, drunk with the blood of the saints, sitting on many waters and ruling over nations. She is the symbol of false religion united in rebellion. She seduces kings and peoples with her appearance of glory. Yet her end is destruction. The call in Revelation 18:4 is urgent: “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.” This is the divine command. There is no allowance for blending nor licence for compromise. The ecumenical trap is the very path to Babylon and Yahweh’s people are commanded to come out of it.

	Holiness is inseparable from separation. “Be holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). Yahweh shares His glory with no one. “I am the Lord, that is My name; and My glory I will not give to another” (Isaiah 42:8). To share worship with those who deny His Son is to give His glory to another. When Paul stood in Athens, surrounded by idols, he did not join their prayers. He proclaimed the unknown God and called all men everywhere to repent (Acts 17:22–30). That is the model for the church, to have engagement without compromise, proclamation without partnership.

	In every way, the ecumenical spirit collides with Scripture. Where Yahweh commands separation, it insists on union. Where Christ declares exclusivity, it preaches inclusivity. Where the apostles warn against false gospels, it affirms them and where Revelation describes Babylon’s harlot, it prepares her throne. To step into this movement is to step out of obedience to Christ. This conflict is not a minor one, it is absolutely in contradiction to the Scriptures.

	 

	 


The Ecumenical Trap

	How Then Should We Live

	If the ecumenical spirit is preparing the way for the one-world religion, then believers must respond with obedience to Yahweh and with courage. Yahweh’s Word leaves no allowance for neutrality. His people are called to live as a holy, distinct people, guarding the truth and resisting compromise even when the cost is high.

	Paul describes it in Ephesians 4:3–5: “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit… one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all.” Unity is not found by erasing doctrine or including unbelievers, it is rooted in the Spirit, in one gospel and in one Lord. True unity is precious and cannot be expanded to include those who deny Christ. The church must hold to this definition, refusing to be swayed by cultural slogans and expectations.

	This path will often be difficult to navigate. Town carol services may invite all churches to participate, regardless of doctrine. World Day of Prayer events may include liturgies written to accommodate many faiths. At a personal level, workplace interfaith gatherings or community religious ceremonies may ask for participation. Faithfulness requires us to say no. A refusal may appear harsh but obedience to Christ matters more than acceptance by the community. Leaders need to protect their congregations from compromise and individual believers are to guard their personal witness by declining involvement in events that blur truth.

	John commands us to “test the spirits” (1 John 4:1), and Isaiah declares, “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isaiah 8:20). This discernment applies not only to major ecumenical gatherings but to the sermons we hear, the books we read and the songs we sing. Many hymns and worship songs are written by groups that deny the truth of the gospel. A number of Christian books promote unity above doctrine. Believers must weigh everything by Scripture. To live rightly is to ask constantly, “Does this exalt Christ as the only Saviour? Does this align with the Word of Yahweh?”

	Paul told Timothy, “A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition” (2 Timothy 2:24–25). It is possible to reject compromise while becoming proud and harsh. Separation must never turn into arrogance. We are not better than those in error. We are sinners saved by grace. Our duty is to obey but always with a heart that longs to see repentance and restoration. The goal is not to despise but to protect holiness and to call others back to truth.

	Christians can be tempted into ecumenical partnerships because their own congregations are weak, lifeless or drifting. A church that preaches the Word faithfully, where members love one another in truth and is active in mission, will not be tempted to seek strength through compromise. Strong local churches are the greatest safeguard against deception and require pastors to feed their flock; elders to guard the gates and members who labour together in service. Where truth is lived out vibrantly, the lure of false unity loses its power.

	Young believers are growing up in a world where disagreement is equated with hate. Schools and universities teach tolerance as the highest virtue. This results in children, who are not grounded in the truth of Scripture, folding under pressure. Parents are to tutor their children in why doctrine matters, why Christ alone saves and why unity cannot include error. Youth leaders must train young people to stand firm, even if it means standing alone. To fail here is to hand the next generation over to Babylon unprepared.

	To reject ecumenical unity will not be celebrated but condemned. Friends will see us as unloving, family may say we are narrow. Communities will view us as divisive and governments may even try to pressure us to participate in interfaith initiatives. But suffering is part of following Christ. “All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). Better to suffer for faithfulness than to share in the plagues of Babylon.

	Revelation not only records the rise of the harlot but also her fall. “Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be found anymore” (Revelation 18:21). The one-world religion, for all its power and splendour, will be destroyed. Christ will return, His truth will triumph and His people will be vindicated. This hope strengthens us to endure reproach and to remain separate. We are those who know the end of the story. We know Babylon’s fate.

	So how then should we live? By standing firm in the truth of the gospel, by refusing compromise in worship, by testing every spirit, by guarding our churches, by teaching our children and by preparing for reproach. Above all, we must love Christ more than comfort, popularity and acceptance. The ecumenical trap appears attractive but it leads to the path to destruction. Our heartfelt desire should be to live before Yahweh, in obedience to the truth of His Word. Come out from among them and be separate, your loyalty is to Christ alone.

	 


Topic 8:   Mary, Queen of Heaven

	 

	One of the greatest deceptions to grip the visible church through history is the elevation of Mary, the earthly mother of Jesus, into a figure to be worshipped, given a veneration never sanctioned by Yahweh. What began as rightful respect for her unique role in the salvation story, has been twisted into a system where she is prayed to, exalted as Queen of Heaven and treated as though she were co-redeemer with Christ. This distortion is not an innocent misunderstanding, nor is it a harmless cultural tradition. It is the result of centuries of compromise, superstition and the blending of pagan practices into what claims to be Christianity. The result is a counterfeit religion dressed in Christian clothing, which has millions across the world bound up in it.
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	At its root, the cult of Mary is not new. It is simply the ancient idolatry that plagued Israel, refashioned in New Testament garments. In the days of Jeremiah, Yahweh condemned His people for burning incense to the Queen of Heaven and pouring out offerings to her (Jeremiah 44:17–19). That very title has been lifted out of idolatrous, pagan worship and reapplied by Rome to Mary. What was once condemned as rebellion is now praised as devotion. To call Mary Queen of Heaven is not reverence, it is idolatry, for Yahweh has commanded, “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). Rome has taken practices forbidden by the law and overlaid them on the church, presenting the worship of an idol in the name of Christ.

	This system has also become a means of control. For centuries the Roman church has ruled through fear. It controlled kings and nations through the threat of excommunication, keeping rulers in submission. It controlled ordinary people through the dread of purgatory and the supposed power of priests to withhold grace. At the centre of this system stands Mary, but not the Mary of the Scriptures. Rome has constructed an image of her as immaculate, exalted, interceding and dispensing grace. To many Catholics she appears more approachable than Christ, a tender mother who can persuade a stern Judge. This picture is a deception. The Word of Yahweh presents Christ Himself as the compassionate Saviour, saying, “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). The false Mary of Rome usurps His role and undermines His invitation.

	Ignorance has allowed this idolatry to spread unchecked. A large number of Catholics know little of the official doctrines of their religion. They are unaware that prayers to Mary are taught as a means of grace, that statues are to be bowed before or that Rome has declared her free from sin and bodily assumed into heaven. They do not understand how deeply these ideas contradict the Bible. From childhood they are trained to trust the authority of the church above the authority of Scripture, the word of the priest above the Word of Yahweh and the traditions of men above the commands of Christ. The result is a people bound in darkness, controlled not by the gospel of grace but by fear of a system.

	Rome has also advanced this cult by deliberately absorbing pagan religions wherever it spread. When missionaries entered new lands, they often substituted Mary for local goddesses. For instance, in South America she replaced native fertility figures, in Europe, she was blended with traditions of harvest queens and in Asia, she absorbed the roles of mother deities. The festivals, titles and symbols of pagan worship were baptised into Catholic devotion but they remain what they are: idolatry. The church grew in numbers but not in truth, winning converts to a false religion built on compromise rather than the gospel of Christ crucified.

	The tragedy is that this corruption has reshaped Mary into a person she never was. In Scripture she is a humble servant of Yahweh, a young woman who responded in faith, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38). She was blessed in being chosen to bear the Saviour but she also confessed her own need of salvation, “My spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour” (Luke 1:47). She never sought glory for herself and never invited prayer to her. At Cana, when people looked to her, she pointed them away from herself: “Whatever He says to you, do it” (John 2:5). She was a woman of faith, never a mediator of grace. To exalt her as co-redeemer is to dishonour her testimony and rob Christ of glory that is His alone.

	This distortion has devastating effects in everyday life. Millions of Catholics pray daily to Mary, trusting her to hear and answer, while neglecting the invitation of Christ to come boldly to the throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16). In their hour of crisis, they grasp rosary beads instead of opening the Scriptures and kneel before statues instead of praying to the living God. In many cultures, festivals dedicated to Mary dominate the calendar, drawing crowds in acts of devotion that belong to Yahweh alone. Children are raised to believe that Mary’s intercession is their hope in death. The pastoral tragedy is enormous: people who long for peace with God are directed away from the true Mediator and left clinging to a false one.

	This is the issue we face: a global system that calls itself Christian but enslaves millions with false hope. It directs worship away from Christ, binds consciences with fear and replaces the authority of Yahweh’s Word with the traditions of men. It has reshaped Mary into an idol and built its empire on the blending of paganism with Christian names. The greatest sorrow is that multitudes who sincerely desire to know God are pointed to a false mediator instead of the one true Mediator, Christ Jesus. This is a direct assault on the gospel of grace.

	 


Mary, Queen of Heaven

	Conflict with Scripture

	The Roman Catholic elevation of Mary stands in direct conflict with the plain teaching of Scripture. The Bible is not silent on this matter, nor does it leave us free to construct new mediators or invent new doctrines. From beginning to end, Yahweh declares His glory will not be shared with another and His worship must be according to His Word. When Rome exalts Mary as Queen of Heaven, intercessor or a dispenser of grace, it does so in open contradiction to the law and the gospel alike.

	The first commandment alone is enough to condemn the entire system. “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). To bow before statues of Mary, to burn candles in her honour, to crown her image in shrines or to address prayers to her is to put another before Yahweh. The second commandment also speaks directly: “You shall not make for yourself a carved image… you shall not bow down to them nor serve them” (Exodus 20:4–5). Throughout the Catholic world, images of Mary are central to devotion, often treated with more affection and attention than Christ Himself. Rome may argue that these practices are veneration, not worship but Yahweh makes no such distinction. To kneel before any image is idolatry.

	The Old Testament also exposes this deception by showing us Israel’s downfall when they worshipped the Queen of Heaven. In Jeremiah’s day the people said, “We will burn incense to the Queen of Heaven and pour out drink offerings to her” (Jeremiah 44:17). This practice was one of the very reasons for Yahweh’s fierce judgement upon them, yet the Catholic Church has revived the same title, applying it to Mary as though this were a pious devotion. What Yahweh condemned in Israel, Rome has institutionalised, leading multitudes into the same rebellion.

	The New Testament also makes it abundantly clear that there is only one mediator between God and man. “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all” (1 Timothy 2:5–6). There is no room in this declaration for Mary, for saints or for priests. Christ alone stands between Yahweh and His people. He alone intercedes at the Father’s right hand. He alone shed His blood for our redemption. To add another mediator is to deny the sufficiency of Christ and to obscure the true gospel of grace.

	Even Mary herself testifies against the Roman system. When the angel Gabriel announced that she would bear the Saviour, she did not exalt herself but confessed her lowliness, saying, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour” (Luke 1:46–47). These words reveal her as a sinner in need of salvation, not as one who could dispense it. At the wedding in Cana, when others looked to her, she pointed them away from herself and to Christ, saying, “Whatever He says to you, do it” (John 2:5). She understood her role not as an object of devotion but as one of a servant whose task was to point others to the Son.

	Rome’s teaching on Mary also distorts the nature of salvation. The dogma of her immaculate conception, declaring that she was born without sin, is without a single verse of support. Paul makes it clear that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Only Christ was without sin. To claim that Mary was exempt is to rewrite the Scriptures to fit a tradition. The doctrine of her bodily assumption into heaven is equally unsupported, a legend developed centuries after the apostles and adopted by decree rather than by revelation. None of these teachings stand in the light of the Word; all collapse when weighed against the plain testimony of Scripture.

	The priestly system of Rome also stands condemned by the Bible. By requiring Catholics to confess to priests and to approach Yahweh through their mediation, the church denies the direct access every believer has through Christ. Hebrews proclaims, “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us” (Hebrews 10:19–20). There is no barrier now between believer and God, for Christ has torn the veil and opened the way. To reintroduce priests as necessary mediators is to rebuild the wall that Christ has torn down. It is to deny the finished work of the cross.

	The Word of Yahweh leaves us no room for compromise. The cult of Mary is not a secondary issue, nor a harmless tradition. It is rebellion against the clear commands of Yahweh. It takes titles and roles that belong only to Christ and gives them to another. It revives pagan worship under Christian names, calling blessed what Yahweh has cursed. It deceives multitudes into trusting in Mary’s intercession rather than Christ’s sacrifice, leaving them in bondage and without assurance of salvation. This is not the gospel; it is another gospel, and Paul’s words ring with urgency: “If anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:9).

	The conflict, then, is total. Rome’s cult of Mary contradicts the law, defies the prophets, disregards the teaching of Christ and denies the sufficiency of His work. It offers a counterfeit mediator, a counterfeit worship and a counterfeit gospel. In the face of this, the true church must speak with clarity, refusing to bow to tradition or sentiment. It is to stand and declare with boldness that Yahweh alone is God, Christ alone is Mediator and salvation is found in Him alone.

	 

	 


Mary, Queen of Heaven

	How Then Should We Live

	If the cult of Mary is a counterfeit religion that binds millions through fear and false hope, then those who love Yahweh and stand on His Word cannot remain indifferent. We are not called simply to criticise Rome from a distance but to live faithfully in the truth, to guard our churches from compromise and to bear witness to those trapped in this system with both courage and compassion.

	There is a truth that needs to be settled in our own hearts; salvation is found in Christ Jesus alone and He needs no partner, no co-redeemer nor any helper in the work of redemption. He has accomplished it all by His death and resurrection. As Hebrews reminds us, “But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God” (Hebrews 10:12). The sitting down signifies the completion of His work. There is nothing more to be added. To live in the light of this truth is to rest our souls fully in Christ, rejecting every attempt to insert another mediator.

	We are to be people of the Book. The reason so many are deceived is because they have been denied the Scriptures or have neglected their own reading of them. Rome long kept the Bible from the people, and even now, many Catholics rarely read it. Our task is to keep the Word central in our own lives and churches, reading it, hearing it and obeying it. We do not rely on paraphrased translations that dilute Yahweh’s words but read the faithful translations where His name and truth are preserved. It is through the Word that faith is strengthened and by the Word error is exposed. To live faithfully in a world full of deception, we must be people saturated with Scripture.

	In our dealings with Catholic neighbours, friends or family, we need to hold truth and grace together. It is easy to mock or condemn, though such harshness seldom wins a soul. We must speak plainly, for to remain silent is to watch them perish in darkness. Along with that,  our words should be spoken with love, showing them the compassion of Christ. Paul instructs us to “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15). This means we cannot compromise, but neither can we be arrogant. Instead, we are to patiently point them to the Scriptures, open the Bible with them and show how Mary herself pointed to her Saviour. We also pray for them, that Yahweh would open their eyes for only His Spirit can bring them from darkness to light.

	Churches also have a responsibility to guard against the creeping influence of Rome. In an age that prizes ecumenical unity above truth, many Protestant churches have softened their stance against Catholic error, treating it as just another Christian denomination. This is a grave danger. If the gospel of Rome is another gospel, as Paul declared, then fellowship with it is fellowship with error. Our people need to be shown clearly what the Catholic system teaches and why it is contrary to the Word of Yahweh. Our youth need to be biblically educated to recognise falsehood so that they are not enticed by its pageantry and traditions. The message from our pulpits should resound with the preaching of Christ alone, salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, according to the Scriptures alone.

	It is not due to our cleverness that we see the truth but because Yahweh has shown us His great mercy. We too were once blind until He opened our eyes, which should make us humble, prayerful and dependent upon Him. Our task is not to boast in being right but to bear witness to the truth in such a way that others may be saved. When we encounter Catholics who are devout and sincere, we are to remember that sincerity cannot save, only Christ can save. Therefore, we should not assume they are safe simply because they name the name of Jesus. We must lovingly yet firmly call them to turn from idols, to serve the living God and to trust Christ alone for salvation.

	It is easy to condemn the statues and shrines of Rome while tolerating idols in our own lives. The Word warns us, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols” (1 John 5:21). Anything that takes the place of Christ in our hearts, whether wealth, comfort, reputation or even family, is an idol. If we are to call others out of idolatry, we must first guard our own hearts, living as those who worship Yahweh alone through His Son. Our lives must display the reality that Christ is all-sufficient, that He alone is worthy of our trust and He alone is our hope of glory.

	By standing firm in the truth that Christ alone is Saviour and Mediator, immersing ourselves in the Word of Yahweh, witnessing to Catholics with courage and love, guarding our churches against compromise and by keeping our own hearts free from idols, our lives will declare the true way of salvation. Living in this way, we will not only resist the deception of the cult of Mary but also shine as lights in the darkness, pointing all who see us to the only name given under heaven by which we must be saved, Jesus Christ, the Son of Yahweh.

	 

	 


Topic 9:   Pagan Gods In Your Home

	 

	Some believers today have grown careless about what they allow into their homes. Global travel, online shopping and interior decorating trends have normalised objects that once belonged to temples, shrines or occult practice. We now see in homes of Christians displays of these items as souvenirs or harmless décor, and then wonder why the spiritual atmosphere of the home might feel heavy, distracted or prayerless. Scripture never treats idols as neutral. Yahweh calls them abominations, snares and lies. The Christian home is meant to be a place where His name is honoured, His Word is read and His peace rules. It is not to include any imagery of rival gods.
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	Consider the popularity of Buddha statues. Few owners are Buddhists, yet they defend the figures as calming or cultured. In reality, each image represents a system that denies the living God and proposes a path of human striving rather than salvation by grace. To set such a figure in a living room or garden is to import the likeness of a false god into a space meant for the worship of Yahweh. The first commandment still speaks, “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). Courtesy to neighbours does not require courtesy to their idols.

	Dream catchers tell the same story from a different angle. They arose from shamanic practice, meant to filter spirits, catching harmful entities whilst permitting good dreams. Today they are sold in tourist markets and children’s shops, yet they keep their message, that protection flows from a woven charm. A Christian who hangs one above a bed confesses, however subtly, that Christ’s cross is not enough and that a pagan device must be added. We are called to trust the Shepherd who neither slumbers nor sleeps, not to suspend nets that claim to bind what He has already conquered.

	Aboriginal dreamtime carvings and paintings can carry similar weight. Many pieces depict ancestral beings, totems or stories tied to ceremonies that honour spirits of land and sky. In a museum, such works may be studied as culture. In the home they often function as silent catechisms for another faith. When a family normalises sacred stories that exclude the Creator, children absorb the message that truth is merely a matter of taste. The call remains to turn from useless things to the living God who made heaven and earth.

	African masks reveal the issue with blunt clarity. Historically they were carved for rites that invoked spirits or honoured ancestors. When such objects are hung as décor, their origin is not undone. The mask is not simply wood and pigment. It is a witness to worship that Yahweh forbids. The same danger appears with statues of Hindu deities such as Ganesh or Shiva, with dragon emblems used as lucky signs, with the beckoning lucky cat and with blue evil eye charms that promise protection. These are not spiritually blank objects for they preach a rival gospel in wood, stone, and glaze.

	A more familiar intruder visits Christian homes each December. The modern Santa is presented as harmless fun, yet he functions as a substitute judge and giver. He is pictured as all seeing, knowing who is naughty or nice, arriving unseen to bless the deserving. In many households he displaces Christ, drawing the season away from the incarnation of the Son of God. Parents say it is only play but, in reality,  it teaches children that gifts come from a magical visitor who sees in secret. Idolatry wrapped in red velvet is still idolatry, for it steals glory from Christ and replaces reverence with fantasy.

	Some will object that intention is what matters. They say, “We do not mean anything by these objects.” Scripture refuses that defence. Israel proclaimed the golden calf as a feast to Yahweh, yet Yahweh called it sin and judged it. He warns His people, “You shall burn the carved images of their gods with fire; you shall not covet the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it for yourselves, lest you be snared by it; for it is an abomination to the Lord your God. Nor shall you bring an abomination into your house, lest you be doomed to destruction like it” (Deuteronomy 7:25–26). The danger lay not only in bowing down, but in bringing an abomination inside and admiring its beauty.

	The harm is both theological and practical. Theologically, idols preach another gospel. They teach that help comes from crafted things, from charms, spirits, ancestors or even impersonal fate. Practically, they shape habits and expectations. A dream catcher normalises superstition. A mask glamorises fear of spirits. A shrine statue turns the mind toward fate rather than providence. Over time a shelf of souvenirs becomes a school of unbelief. Children who grow up among such things will learn to blend faiths. Guests who see them assume the family treats all religions as equal. The edge of Christian testimony grows dull.

	There is also a spiritual reality in this we cannot ignore. Symbols tied to false worship often become footholds for darkness. The apostle wrote, “The things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God” (1 Corinthians 10:20). When a house welcomes the tokens of such worship, it invites the stories, fears and practices that accompany them. Many believers can testify that once idols and charms were removed from their homes confusion lifted, quarrels eased and prayer regained clarity. Light and darkness do not share the same room. When the rival is evicted, peace returns.

	Does this mean every cultural artwork must be rejected? No. The standard is not hostility to people but loyalty to truth. Beauty that reflects Yahweh’s creation can be welcomed. Objects that arise from, depict or promote the honour of other gods cannot be accepted. A Christian home is not a museum of the world’s religions, it’s where the name of Yahweh is honoured and Christ is confessed as Lord. 

	This, then, is the issue we face. Many Christian homes are decorated with the very things Yahweh commands us to reject. Buddha statues promise calm. Dream catchers promise safety. Masks promise power. Santa promises gifts. Each claim competes with the promises of Scripture. We cannot fill our rooms with rivals and expect the peace of Christ to reign. Let us therefore cleanse our houses, exalt Yahweh alone and give Him the honour due to His name.


Pagon Gods In Your Home

	Conflict with Scripture

	The presence of pagan artefacts in Christian homes is not just unwise, it is direct disobedience to the Word of Yahweh. Scripture does not treat idols or symbols of false gods as curiosities. They are called abominations, snares and rivals to His glory. When believers defend their ownership of such objects, even as decorations, they place themselves in conflict with His commands.

	The law given through Moses is clear. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God” (Exodus 20:4–5). This was not a suggestion. It was the second commandment. Yahweh knows the human heart is prone to trust what can be seen, and so He forbids not only the worship of idols but the making and keeping of them. To place a Buddha statue, an ancestral mask or a dream catcher in the home, even without bowing to it, is to defy the spirit of this command.

	The warnings continue in Deuteronomy. “You shall burn the carved images of their gods with fire; you shall not covet the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it for yourselves, lest you be snared by it; for it is an abomination to the Lord your God. Nor shall you bring an abomination into your house, lest you be doomed to destruction like it; you shall utterly detest it and utterly abhor it, for it is an accursed thing” (Deuteronomy 7:25–26). Here Yahweh forbids not only worship but possession of. He knows that what we keep, we begin to admire and what we admire, we are tempted to trust. The very presence of an idol was enough to bring corruption upon Israel. To bring an idol into the home was to invite destruction.

	Israel’s history confirms this danger. Again and again they tolerated idols in their midst, and again and again their hearts were turned. When Rachel stole her father’s household gods and carried them into Jacob’s tent (Genesis 31:19), she brought pagan deception into the family line of Israel. When Achan took the accursed things from Jericho and hid them in his tent, all Israel suffered defeat until the idols were removed (Joshua 7:1–12). When Solomon allowed foreign wives to bring their gods into Jerusalem, his heart was turned and his kingdom was divided (1 Kings 11:4–11). Each case shows the same pattern: tolerate the idol, judgement follows.

	The prophets thundered against this compromise. Isaiah mocked idols, saying, “They lift it up to the shoulder, they carry it and set it in its place, and it stands; from its place it shall not move. Though one cries out to it, yet it cannot answer nor save him out of his trouble” (Isaiah 46:7). Jeremiah denounced Israel for making offerings to the Queen of Heaven, saying Yahweh’s wrath would burn against them (Jeremiah 44:17–23). Habakkuk declared, “What profit is the image, that its maker should carve it, the moulded image, a teacher of lies, that the maker of its mould should trust in it, to make mute idols?” (Habakkuk 2:18). The whole prophetic witness is united: idols are lies that insult Yahweh’s glory.

	The New Testament does not lessen the command. Paul told the Corinthians, “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14). He did not say manage it, tolerate it or keep it in a private collection. He said flee. Later he warned, “The things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons” (1 Corinthians 10:20–21). To participate in pagan symbols, even if we think they are powerless, is to join ourselves with demonic lies.

	Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is just as blunt: “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them” (Ephesians 5:11). This applies not only to acts of sin but to the tokens of sin. When Christians hang dream catchers or keep Santa icons as central parts of family life, they are having fellowship with darkness rather than exposing it. John adds his voice with the closing words of his first epistle: “Little children, keep yourselves from idols” (1 John 5:21). This is not advice but a command, placed as the final exhortation of his letter. The Spirit knew the temptation would always be present, and so He leaves no room for neutrality.

	Some argue that idols mean nothing in the modern world. They say a Buddha statue is only art or Santa is only a story. Paul anticipated this argument. “Therefore concerning the eating of things offered to idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is no other God but one” (1 Corinthians 8:4). Yet he goes on to warn that using this knowledge carelessly can wound consciences and destroy weaker brothers. Even if we insist idols are “nothing,” the damage they cause is real. Their presence teaches lies and emboldens compromise. To keep them is to tempt others to stumble.

	The ultimate conflict is with the glory of Christ. Scripture presents Him as the only mediator, the only Saviour, the only name under heaven by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). Every idol, whether Buddha, Hindu deity, dreamtime spirit, mask or Santa, presents a rival story of salvation. It promises peace, protection or blessing apart from Christ. To tolerate these rivals in our homes is to treat His glory as negotiable. Yet Yahweh declares, “I am the Lord, that is My name; and My glory I will not give to another” (Isaiah 42:8).

	In the end, Scripture’s verdict is consistent. Idols are not neutral. They are abominations, snares and lies. They must not be made, kept or welcomed into the homes of those who confess Christ. To ignore this is to set ourselves against the clear Word of Yahweh. The presence of pagan gods in Christian homes is not just carelessness, it is rebellion.

	 

	 


Pagon Gods In Your Home

	How Then Should We Live

	If Yahweh has spoken so clearly about idols, the Christian has no excuse. Our calling is not to make peace with them but to cleanse our homes and our lives of their influence. The issue is not about taste or culture, it is about holiness. Yahweh has declared, “Be holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). Holiness requires separation from what He calls abominable. If our homes are to be places where His Spirit dwells with joy, we must remove everything that rivals His glory.

	Believers have allowed into their homes objects that belong to another faith, thinking them harmless but they are not. We now know the truth; the only proper response is to repent. Repentance means confession before Yahweh, acknowledging that we have treated lightly what He calls deadly. It means recognising that by tolerating idols we have grieved His Spirit. Repentance is not simply regret, it is a change of direction. Just as Israel was called to tear down high places, so we are called to remove these things from our homes.

	Deuteronomy 7:25–26 commands that idols be burned or destroyed, not stored in cupboards. Israel was told not to covet their gold or silver, for even the valuable parts carried corruption. In the same way, believers must not keep an idol because it is attractive or costly. A Buddha statue bought overseas, an inherited mask or a decorative dream catcher must be removed. They are not curiosities, they are snares. Destroying them may seem extreme, but Scripture insists on it. “Nor shall you bring an abomination into your house, lest you be doomed to destruction like it” (Deuteronomy 7:26). To obey may require hard choices but obedience always brings blessing.

	Once idols are removed, the door must remain shut. New temptations will arise. Shops and markets are filled with pagan trinkets. Cultural festivals may normalise false worship. Even family traditions, such as Santa at Christmas, pressure us to compromise. To live faithfully requires constant watchfulness. Paul told the Corinthians, “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14). Fleeing is not a one-time act, but a habit. The Christian life requires continual refusal to touch the unclean thing (2 Corinthians 6:17).

	Many parents excuse idols in the home because they think children see them only as decoration. In reality, children learn by what they see long before they learn by what they hear. If they grow up surrounded by pagan symbols, they will assume such things are acceptable. Parents have a duty to explain why certain objects are forbidden and show their children the Scriptures that command separation. In this way, children are taught that Yahweh alone is God and His glory is not to be shared.

	Removal alone is not enough. A house swept clean but left empty may be worse off than before (Matthew 12:43–45). Once idols are gone, the Word of Yahweh must take their place. This could mean Scriptures displayed, songs of praise, times of prayer and thanksgiving, the reading and proclaiming out loud biblical passages that lift up the name of Yahweh. These actions characterise a Christian home, causing the atmosphere of the house to be marked, not by compromise but by holiness and a communal honouring of Yahweh.

	Friends and relatives may notice when idols are missing or that previously held traditions have been abandoned, questioning why this has happened. This is an opportunity to explain why Christ is the only Saviour and why Yahweh tolerates no rivals. Removing a dream catcher or refusing Santa may provoke ridicule but it could also open the door to testimony. A Christian home should be a witness that Yahweh alone is Lord. In a world of pluralism such clarity is rare;  therefore, it is powerful.

	Cleansing the home will not end all temptation. We live in a society that floods us with images, icons and idols. From media to advertising, from souvenirs to ceremonies, the spirit of idolatry is constant. The Christian must endure, remembering Paul’s exhortation: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). Steadfastness is required if holiness is to be preserved.

	Above all, the Christian must remember that this is about loyalty to Christ. He alone is Mediator. He alone died for our sins. He alone rose from the grave. To allow rivals into our homes is to insult His glory. John ends his first epistle with the urgent words, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols” (1 John 5:21). That command comes after speaking of the one true God and eternal life in His Son. The two cannot be separated. To know Christ is to reject idols, to follow Christ is to cast them out.

	So how then should we live? In repentance, by confessing our compromise. In obedience, by removing idols without hesitation. In vigilance, by refusing new compromises. In discipleship, by teaching our children the danger of idolatry. In worship, by filling our homes with the truth of Yahweh’s Word. In witness, by explaining our choices to others. Finally, in endurance, by standing firm against a culture that laughs at holiness. This is the  narrow path of those who love Christ more than tradition and more than acceptance by the world.

	If we would have the peace of Yahweh in our homes, we live to honour Him alone. If we would see our children walk in truth, we show them that idols have no place in a Christian house. When opportunity is given to bear witness to unbelievers, we demonstrate that our God is jealous for His glory. Let us therefore cleanse our homes, exalt Christ alone as Lord and live as people who tremble at His Word.

	 


Topic 10:   Santa, the Thief 

	 

	Every December, the world dresses itself in lights, colours, songs and traditions. Families gather, shops overflow, children dream and entire nations pause for what is called the holiday spirit. Beneath the glittering lights and the familiar carols lies a thief who has stolen honour from the One who alone is deserving of it. This thief is not masked in darkness but dressed in red, with a white beard and a jovial smile. He is called Santa Claus. Most treat him as harmless fun but, in truth, he has robbed Christ of glory, stolen truth from children and weakened the church’s witness.
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	Scripture declares with clarity, “I am Yahweh, that is My name; and My glory I will not give to another” (Isaiah 42:8). Yahweh is jealous for His name and His glory. He shares His throne with no idol. Yet the Santa myth gives to us a cultural figure who is seen as having attributes that truly belong only to Yahweh. Parents tell children that Santa sees them at all times, knows when they are good or bad and rewards accordingly. Omniscience, judgement and reward belong to Yahweh alone, yet they are attributed to a holiday figure. This is not harmless play. It is theft! Yahweh’s majesty is replaced in young minds with a counterfeit god clothed in red.

	The damage to children is serious and can have long-term consequences. From their earliest years, many are taught to place their hope and trust in Santa. They are told he will provide gifts, he sees their deeds and will reward their obedience. Faith that should be directed to Yahweh through Christ is redirected toward a seasonal lie. When children grow older and discover the deception, trust is shattered. Many conclude, “If my parents lied about Santa, what about God?” Seeds of doubt are sown, not by atheists but by Christian parents who thought the myth was harmless. Santa robs children of trust, of innocence and of a clear foundation for faith.

	Some argue that the story is only a tradition or fairy tale. Yet what does Scripture say? “You shall not bear false witness” (Exodus 20:16). “Do not lie to one another” (Colossians 3:9). To tell children that Santa is real is to lie. It is false witness dressed as holiday fun. Christ warned, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew 18:6). To mislead a child by substituting a lie for truth, is no small matter before Yahweh.

	Santa also twists the meaning of giving. True generosity flows from Yahweh’s love: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son” (John 3:16). Gifts are about grace not merit. Yet Santa’s gospel teaches that rewards go only to the good, to those who measure up. This is salvation by works, not by grace. Children learn that gifts are earned by performance rather than received in love. The gospel itself is obscured, replaced with a false message of merit.

	And what of the church? Has she resisted? Sadly, many have welcomed the thief. Church programs feature Santa alongside the nativity. Christmas services blur the worship of Christ with the celebration of myth. Pastors often remain silent, unwilling to offend families. Their silence is then interpreted as approval. But to mingle Christ with Santa is to mingle light with darkness. “What fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14). The church is called to expose lies and not to tolerate them.

	We must see this for what it is. The Santa myth is not mere cultural tradition but spiritual warfare. Paul reminds us, “The things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God” (1 Corinthians 10:20). Behind every idol and every counterfeit stands Satan, seeking to deceive. Santa functions as a rival, shifting glory from Yahweh to a lie, training children to delight in deception and distracting the church from proclaiming Christ. Make no mistake, Santa is not innocent. He is a thief, and behind him lurks the hand of the enemy.

	Jeremiah thundered against Israel, “Has a nation changed its gods, which are not gods? But My people have changed their Glory for what does not profit” (Jeremiah 2:11). Is this not repeated when the majesty of Christ is exchanged for the myth of Santa? We trade glory for what does not profit, a hollow tradition, a cultural idol. Yahweh’s verdict is the same: it is sin and it brings judgement.

	Therefore, the warning is clear, Santa is not harmless. He has stolen glory from Yahweh, truth from children and boldness from the church. He preaches a gospel of works, promotes lies and distracts from Christ. Parents must recognise the danger, pastors are to speak against this and churches directed to repent of their compromise. Yahweh is jealous for His name, and He will not share His glory with another.

	 

	 


Santa, the Thief

	Conflict with Scripture

	The issue of Santa is not simply a matter of tradition or personal preference; it is a matter of direct conflict with the Word of Yahweh. When we measure the Santa myth against the plumb line of Scripture, we find no harmony, instead, there is contradiction. What the Bible proclaims about truth, worship, holiness and the very nature of Yahweh Himself stands in direct opposition to the fantasy presented annually in December.

	First, consider the matter of truth. Yahweh has spoken clearly: “Therefore, putting away lying, let each one of you speak truth with his neighbour, for we are members of one another” (Ephesians 4:25). The command is absolute. Lying is never permitted, even when we convince ourselves that it is harmless or done in fun. The Santa tradition, at its very core, requires deception. Parents knowingly tell children that Santa is real, that he flies through the skies with reindeer, delivers gifts to every child and is watching their behaviour. This is a constructed falsehood, repeated year after year, reinforced with decorations, movies and traditions. To lie deliberately, especially to little ones who trust us most, is to disobey Yahweh’s Word. What begins as “holiday fun” quickly becomes sin against the God of truth.

	Scripture also shows us the seriousness of shaping a child’s heart toward falsehood. Jesus’ words are weighty: “But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew 18:6). To set before children a counterfeit figure who possesses God-like attributes and to encourage them to trust in him, hope in him and be accountable to him is no small matter. It conditions their young hearts toward idolatry and makes them vulnerable to cynicism when they eventually learn that they were misled. Instead of learning early that Yahweh is faithful and true, they discover that those they trusted the most deceived them. The spiritual damage is deep, and the warning of Christ must be taken seriously.

	Second, consider the nature of worship. Yahweh has said plainly, “I am Yahweh your God… You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:2–3). Worship is not only what we do in a church service; it is what we ascribe worth to, who we exalt, what we hold before our children as glorious and desirable. When Santa is exalted as the central figure of Christmas, when his image dominates homes, stores and even church gatherings, then worship has been misplaced. Instead of Christ receiving glory for His incarnation, Santa is enthroned in the hearts of children and families. The first commandment is broken, not in theory but in practice.

	The Bible also teaches that Yahweh’s attributes belong to Him alone. “Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite” (Psalm 147:5). “The eyes of Yahweh are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3). Yet in the Santa myth, these divine qualities are attributed to a man-made figure. Santa is said to be omniscient, knowing who is good and bad. He is said to be omnipresent, traveling to every home in one night. He is said to be the giver of blessings, rewarding the obedient with gifts. These are not harmless details, they are the very theft of Yahweh’s glory. To clothe a myth with God’s attributes is to commit idolatry. It is to ascribe to a lie what belongs only to the Creator.

	Third, the Santa myth directly undermines the gospel of grace. Scripture proclaims, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9). Salvation is the free gift of Yahweh, unearned, undeserved, freely given in Christ Jesus. Yet Santa’s system of “gifts” contradicts this entirely. His message is, “Be good, then you will receive. Be bad and you will be punished.” It is a gospel of works, not grace. When children internalize this, even subconsciously, they are being catechized into a false system. Instead of understanding that good things come from Yahweh’s grace, they learn to expect blessings as wages for behaviour. The subtle corruption of the gospel is profound, leaving a lasting imprint.

	Finally, the Scriptures expose the spiritual root of idols. Paul warns believers, “The things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons” (1 Corinthians 10:20). The idol of Santa may appear harmless, yet, beneath the surface is the same reality that has always accompanied false gods: the hand of Satan seeking to deceive. The enemy delights when Yahweh’s name is replaced with a counterfeit, when children unknowingly delight in lies, when the church remains silent. Santa is not neutral, he is a tool of the adversary to draw worship away from Yahweh and to make light of the holiness of Christ.

	When we weigh Santa against the Scriptures, the conclusion is unavoidable. He is a rival to Yahweh in attributes, a corrupter of the gospel, a thief of His glory, a stumbling block to children and a tolerated idol in the church. The Bible leaves no room for neutrality here. To persist in the Santa tradition is to place ourselves in direct conflict with Yahweh’s revealed Word.

	The church must be awakened. Parents must repent of the lies told to their children. Pastors and spiritual leaders need to have the courage to speak plainly against this cultural idol. For Yahweh has spoken, and His Word is clear: He will not share His glory, He will not bless lies, He will not tolerate idols. To continue in the Santa myth is not innocent fun, it is disobedience to the living God.

	 

	 


Santa, the Thief

	How Then Should We Live

	The issue is not merely to expose the error of Santa, it is to ask what obedience looks like for those who belong to Christ. It is not enough to point out the darkness; we are to walk as children of light. The Scriptures call us to holiness, to truth and to the worship of Yahweh in purity. How then should we live in a culture saturated with myths and traditions that rob Christ of glory?

	Parents are to be people of integrity before their children, to teach them the way of Yahweh is to walk in honesty and not espouse fables. The Word commands, “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 6:6–7). This is not accomplished through lies dressed in red but through Scripture spoken in love. When we exchange Santa for truth, we do more than remove a holiday figure; we plant in our children’s hearts the seed of trust in Yahweh who does not lie. We show them that His Word is firm, His promises are sure and His character is faithful. In a world of deception, the home of a believer must shine as a place where truth is guarded with zeal.

	The incarnation of Christ is not a sentimental tale; it is the most staggering event in history. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). If December is to be marked with anything, it must be the proclamation of this glory. Families should exalt Christ at their tables, share the nativity stories recorded in Scripture, speak out prayers, praise and thanks to Yahweh for sending His beloved Son. Churches need to be bold in stripping away the clutter of cultural distractions and placing Christ alone before their people. If our services, our homes and our conversations exalt Santa in any way, then we are guilty of idolatry. On the other hand, if we lift up Yahweh’s Son, then our children and neighbours will see light in the midst of darkness.

	Sadly, there are pastors who will remain silent on Santa, not because they believe the lie is holy, but because they fear the reaction of their people. Yet the shepherd’s duty is not to soothe ears but to lovingly guard and guide his flock. “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2). If a lie is corrupting the minds of the flock, the pulpit cannot be silent. To expose the myth of Santa is not to rob children of joy but to direct them to a joy which is far greater and eternal. Pastors who choose truth over tradition and Christ over culture, will show themselves to be true shepherds who lay down their lives for the sheep.

	Santa teaches children that gifts are earned by good behaviour. Scripture teaches that every good gift is an act of grace. “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning” (James 1:17). To remove Santa is to recover this truth. Parents can teach their children that the gifts they receive at Christmas are not rewards for being “good,” but tokens of undeserved love that point to the greatest gift of all, the Son of God. When giving is anchored in grace, the season becomes a proclamation of the gospel, not a reinforcement of works-righteousness.

	Every myth, every tradition, every cultural current must be tested by Scripture. “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105). A lamp exposes lies, reveals truth and directs the way forward. Believers cannot rely on culture to shape their children, nor on sentimentality to shape their celebrations. We must read the un-paraphrased Bible, for it is what God has said to us. In those pages, we meet the living Christ, we behold the majesty of Yahweh and find the path of holiness. If our homes are filled with Scripture, then myths like Santa will have no power to deceive.

	The path forward will not be without trouble or misunderstanding, We know that obedience to Yahweh is never determined by popularity. Israel was often alone among the nations, standing against idols while others bowed. The prophets were mocked, the apostles were beaten, Christ Himself was crucified. Yet the call remains, “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you” (2 Corinthians 6:17). Renouncing the Santa lie is one necessary step in that separation.

	Therefore, let us live as children of light. Let us speak truth, exalt Christ, reject idols, proclaim grace and hold fast the Word. Let parents teach their children the wonder of Yahweh’s faithfulness; pastors guard their flocks with courage and churches shine with clarity in a confused world. May all believers declare the majesty of Christ. For He alone is worthy, He alone saves, He alone is the joy of the world.


Topic 11:   Broke Christians Don’t Give

	 

	In almost every church today you will find a common story repeated in dozens of households. Christians who desire to honour Yahweh and live faithfully are bound by financial chains. They are not destitute in the sense of lacking food or shelter, yet they live constantly on the edge of crisis. Pay packets are spent before they arrive, credit cards are maxed out and loans carried year after year. Cars are purchased on long finance terms, homes bought at the very top of affordability and holidays taken on borrowed money. Instead of living as stewards who are free to give, many believers are enslaved to lenders and strapped by monthly repayments.
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	The result is a widespread inability to be generous. Believers who sincerely want to support gospel work, give to the poor or contribute to their local church find themselves unable to do so because there is nothing left in their wallet or purse. They may feel ashamed that the offering plate passes by with little or nothing given. There may be a longing to help a missionary or meet a need seen in their community but, the reality is, they are already committed to banks, credit companies and lifestyle costs. Their intentions are generous but their circumstances are not. The tragedy of this predicament is that it is often self-inflicted. By choosing to live like the world, pursuing the same standard of consumption, they have placed themselves in a position where generosity is a dream rather than a practice.

	This financial pressure also wreaks havoc in marriages. Money is one of the leading causes of arguments between husbands and wives, and within the church it is no different. Couples who could enjoy peace in their homes instead find themselves in constant tension over bills, debt or poor decisions. One spouse wants to save, the other insists on spending. Promises are made to cut back, then another holiday or purchase is put on a card. Resentment builds, trust is broken and bitterness takes root. Many marriages have ended in divorce not because of adultery or abuse, but because of relentless financial stress wearing down love and unity until nothing was left.

	Businesses run by believers often fall into the same trap. Instead of exercising patience and caution, they overextend themselves. Loans are taken hastily, expansion is pursued too aggressively or profits are ploughed into show rather than stability. The inevitable downturn comes, or cash flow tightens, and what could have been a steady, faithful business collapses. Employees lose jobs, families lose security and the testimony of the Christian owner is tarnished because the community sees poor stewardship and unwise risk taken rather than prudence and restraint.

	The same patterns repeat in personal life. A young Christian couple may start married life already thousands in debt from student loans and consumer credit, yet feel entitled to begin where their parents finished, with a large house, new car and full holidays. They stretch every resource to match the lifestyles they see around them, only to find themselves suffocated when one income changes or prices rise. Instead of starting their life together with freedom and joy, they begin burdened and anxious.

	Older Christians can fall into another trap. Having reached a stage where the children are grown and income is steadier, they may feel free to indulge themselves. Luxury holidays, constant home improvements or hobbies that demand constant spending become the focus. While there is nothing wrong with enjoying the fruit of hard work, many cross the line from enjoyment to excess. Their retirement years become absorbed in self rather than invested in Kingdom service. What could have been a season of increased giving and mentoring becomes another chapter of accumulation.

	At the heart of the issue is imitation of the world. Christians often feel the same pressure as unbelievers to look successful, keep up appearances, and not appear different or strange. They pursue the “normal” life of expensive travel, flashy upgrades and overextended budgets, forgetting that our calling is not to be normal as the world sees normal but to be faithful to the principles of Yahweh. The witness of the church is weakened because, instead of modelling contentment, modesty and generosity, many believers look exactly like their neighbours: busy chasing money, anxious over bills and too broke to give.

	The issue we are addressing is that of Christians who should be free to serve with joy and generosity are instead trapped in the same financial bondage as the world. Marriages are broken under the weight of money stress. Businesses are ruined by reckless risk. Families are shaped by anxiety rather than contentment. Churches are weakened because too many of their members cannot give to the work of the Kingdom. All of these point to a deeper problem: a failure to see money as Yahweh’s resource entrusted to us for His glory. Until this issue is faced honestly, discipleship in the area of finance will remain shallow and the church will lack the strength that comes from generous, free-hearted stewardship.

	 

	 


Broke Christians Don’t Give

	Conflict with Scripture

	When we weigh the financial habits of many Christians against the Word of Yahweh, the conflict is unmistakable. The Scriptures give plain guidance on money, stewardship, debt, contentment and generosity. Yet much of the church has either ignored or explained away these truths, choosing instead to mirror the world. The issue is not that Yahweh has failed to provide; the issue is that His people have failed to obey Him with their finances.

	The Bible repeatedly warns against the dangers of debt but many believers treat it as a normal and harmless way of life. Proverbs is blunt: “The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender” (Proverbs 22:7). To be a servant to lenders is to surrender freedom. Instead of being able to respond quickly to the needs of others or to Yahweh’s call, the debtor is bound by contracts, repayments and obligations. Far from being a light to the world, the indebted Christian often looks no different from the unbeliever next door, living pay cheque to pay cheque, always behind on bills, therefore, always anxious. The Lord intends His people to live as free servants of Christ, not as financial servants of banks and lenders.

	Generosity is also central to Biblical teaching, yet when believers overspend on themselves they rob Yahweh of what is His. Malachi confronts Israel with piercing words: “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me. But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings” (Malachi 3:8). The principle still stands today. We may not be under the civil tithe of Israel but the call to give the first and best remains. Paul instructs the church, “On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Giving is not an optional extra when there is surplus; it is a deliberate act of worship. To spend freely on luxury while neglecting the work of the Kingdom is to reverse Yahweh’s order.

	The problem of discontentment runs equally deep. Paul, who knew both poverty and abundance, declared, “I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content” (Philippians 4:11). Yet contentment is rare in the modern church. Instead of learning satisfaction with food, clothing and shelter, many believers measure life by upgrades and possessions. They forget the apostolic warning: “For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content” (1 Timothy 6:7–8). A church that cannot display contentment cannot display Christ, for the very heart of discipleship is denying self and finding joy in Him, not in what we own.

	Another contradiction with Scripture is the pursuit of wealth as a primary goal. The Lord Jesus warned directly: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:19–20). The modern Christian constant pursuit of luxury, holidays, possessions and keeping up appearances is nothing other than laying up treasures on earth. Christ contrasts this with a heavenly investment that never perishes. When believers choose to prioritise earthly security and image over eternal priorities, they act in direct opposition to His command.

	There is also a conflict with the teaching on stewardship. Everything we own is Yahweh’s, and we are called to manage it for His glory. “Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). This means, when Christians use money primarily to gratify desires or compete with neighbours, they fail in their stewardship. Faithfulness requires wisdom, restraint, and intentionality, not reckless spending. Yahweh does not call His people to be ascetics who despise every comfort; He does call them to accountability for every resource entrusted to them. The parables of Jesus repeatedly show servants being judged according to how they managed what the Master gave them. To squander money in pursuit of worldly normality is to be an unfaithful steward.

	In the financial lives of many believers they create their own mediators: money, credit, possessions. Instead of trusting Yahweh to provide, they trust a loan. Instead of seeking Him first, they seek security in savings and investments. Yet Christ says clearly, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). To seek the kingdom second, after a desired lifestyle is attained and secured, is to contradict His order. The conflict is not small; it is a matter of obedience versus disobedience.

	Perhaps the most damning conflict is the testimony of the church. The Lord Himself said, “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden” (Matthew 5:14). Christians who live anxiously, broke and enslaved to debt, cause their light to be dimmed. The world sees people claiming to follow Christ, yet living no differently to themselves. Instead of a city on a hill, they see just another suburb with the same worries and the same bondage. The witness of financial faithfulness is not about luxury or wealth, it proclaims freedom, generosity, contentment and stability, which speak of a different kingdom.

	In every area of debt, generosity, contentment, stewardship, priorities and witness, the worldly patterns of many Christians stand in conflict with the clear Word of Yahweh. The Scriptures call us to freedom but so many are in bondage, restless without contentment. The Scriptures also encourage us toward generosity and stewardship but many are unable to fulfil these roles, some due to squandering their money and wealth. Until this conflict is faced honestly and corrected, the church will remain weak in its witness.

	 

	 

	 


Broke Christians Don’t Give

	How Then Should We Live

	If we recognise the failures of our generation with money, then we must also ask how we are to live differently as disciples of Christ. The Word of Yahweh does not only warn us of dangers, it also points to a better way, a way of freedom and faithfulness. It is not enough to just stand and lament debt, greed and discontentment. We are called to order our lives according to the wisdom of Scripture, to walk as pilgrims in this world and to ensure every dollar and every possession serve the glory of Yahweh rather than the image of man.

	Every dollar in our pocket is not ours, but Yahweh’s. We are stewards, entrusted for a time with resources that belong to Another. Viewing it through this lens changes everything. When we view our income as belonging to us, we spend it for ourselves. However, when we see it as belonging to Yahweh, we ask what He desires of us. Faithful stewardship begins with the heart, a daily confession that “The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1). What we have, we hold only as caretakers.

	If that is true, then our financial life must be ordered with discipline. Believers cannot simply drift from purchase to purchase, hoping to make ends meet. Instead, we must all learn to live with intentionality. The wisdom of planning is commended throughout Scripture. “Be diligent to know the state of your flocks, and attend to your herds” (Proverbs 27:23). In modern terms, this means knowing the state of our bank accounts, our debts, our commitments and obligations. Writing down a budget, controlling spending, saving with purpose and avoiding impulse buying are not worldly tricks, they are applications of Biblical stewardship. A steward must know what he has, where it is going and whether it is being used wisely.

	Debt must be faced honestly. Some have inherited it, others have chosen it foolishly. However it came about,  it is a chain. The only way out is to stop adding to it and to begin reducing it. A practical plan, such as planning a budget or setting aside regular repayments, is an act of obedience, for every dollar paid off is a step away from financial slavery and a step toward freedom. This requires sacrifice, often cutting out luxury items, delaying purchases and saying no when the world urges yes. Looking at our out of control financial situation may be overwhelming and seem hopeless. For some, there will be an urgent need to seek advice and help from godly, financially wise individuals or from professional debt counselling services These can greatly assist in setting goals, budgets and putting in to place sensible strategies for getting out of debt. Squarely facing the financial mess we find ourselves in may feel very painful in the short term but the fruit of dealing with it is freedom and, with freedom, comes the ability to ultimately serve and to give in ways we never thought possible.

	Generosity must be restored to the centre of Christian life. Giving is not an optional extra for the wealthy, it is a mark of discipleship. Paul reminded the Corinthians, “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:6–7). The cheerfulness of giving grows when the chains of debt are broken and when believers learn to live modestly. Instead of pouring money into fleeting luxuries, Christians are called to sow into eternal things, into the work of the church, into missions, into the lives of the needy. The testimony of a generous church is more powerful than any display of wealth, for it reveals hearts set on heaven rather than earth.

	Contentment must also be learned afresh. The world thrives on discontent. Every advert is designed to convince you that your life is lacking without their particular product, a service or an upgrade. But Paul testified, “I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content” (Philippians 4:11). Contentment is not natural, it is learned through practice prayer, and perspective. Families can cultivate contentment by choosing simplicity, by rejoicing in what Yahweh has already provided and by reminding one another that treasures in heaven outshine, outlast treasures on earth. Contentment frees the heart from endless striving and it is one of the most visible ways that believers can show they are not of this world.

	We must also resist the lie that normality is our goal. Many believers live financially as if the greatest fear is being thought strange by neighbours or co-workers. They fear being the only family without the foreign holiday, the newest car or the fashionable kitchen. Yet discipleship is not normality. Jesus called His followers to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him. Normality in the eyes of the kingdom of this world is nothing to be desired if it leads to bondage. Freedom, simplicity and faithfulness are far better for, even if the world mocks,  we know they are signs of the kingdom of Yahweh.

	Above all, we must remember that money is a tool, not a god. It can be used for good or for evil, for generosity or for greed. The danger comes when it is exalted to the place of trust. Jesus said plainly, “You cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). To serve Yahweh is to place our money at His feet, proclaim it is from Him and ask how it can be used for His kingdom. To serve mammon is to let money dictate our choices, our dreams and our security. The difference is clear in practice. A family that serves Yahweh will make financial choices that prioritise giving, hospitality, service and freedom. A family that serves mammon will make choices that prioritise image, consumption and accumulation. Only one of these paths leads to joy and peace.

	So how should we live? We must live modestly, content with enough, diligent in stewardship, free from debt and rich in generosity. We are to model before the world that we belong to a different kingdom, where treasure is stored not in bank accounts or houses but in heaven. Our children need to be trained to think differently about money, to see it as Yahweh’s resource, not as their right. We can encourage one another in the church to live within our means, to rejoice in simplicity and to invest in the eternal.

	In all of this, we must return to the Word itself. Paraphrased versions soften the edges, but the un-paraphrased Bible tells us directly what Yahweh has said. If we read it carefully, if we take it seriously, and order our financial lives accordingly, we will find freedom and joy. The world will continue to chase excess and image but the church that listens to Yahweh will shine as a people who are free, generous and content. This is the true wealth, and it cannot be bought with any amount of gold.

	 


Topic 12:   Modesty, a Lost Virtue

	 

	For generations modesty was considered a Christian virtue, taught to children in homes, reinforced in Sunday schools and modelled by older saints in the church. It was never about arbitrary dress codes but about reverence, humility and purity before Yahweh. Today, modesty has been abandoned in many churches. Few church leaders will speak about it, often fearful of being judged old-fashioned or out of touch. The result is that churches now reflect the world’s fashion and display, while convincing themselves that holiness will remain untouched.

	The issue is not only about clothing but about the heart. Modesty reveals whether we live to glorify Yahweh or to draw attention to ourselves. Clothing is an outward expression of the inward heart. Increasingly, believers have adopted the world’s obsession with sensuality and extravagance, and this has become visible within the pews and stages of the church.
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	In many places, gatherings resemble fashion shows or social clubs rather than sacred assemblies. For example, some African-American churches have a long tradition of Sunday extravagance, rooted partly in history, worship style and dignity. In many cases this has now shifted into competition in dress, pride and ostentation. Worship has become an arena to display wealth and persona. What was once meant as celebration now often distracts from Yahweh, producing a culture of spectacle rather than the biblical simplicity of true worship and praise.

	Immodest dressing is even more glaring. It is no longer unusual to see young women attending church in clothing that exposes partial breasts, bellies or bottoms, styles once unthinkable in a house of worship. Youth events and summer outings often tolerate bikinis and revealing clothing, even when the occasion is meant to be Christ-centred gathering. Such settings expose young men to temptations they should not have to face when among believers; at the same time, teaching young women to measure their worth by attention gained. 

	Our worldly culture will argue that a man who reacts to a woman who is dressed provocatively is the one with the problem. However, biblically, the problem involves both: the woman is held responsible for causing him to stumble by dressing inappropriately; the man is held responsible for his inappropriate reaction. The lack of teaching on modesty has left whole generations without guidance. Parents, shaped by indulgent culture, have failed in  instructing their children, especially daughters. Pastors, church leadership and parachurch organisations appear to avoid the subject altogether. As a result, young adults are discipled by social media influencers more than by Scripture. Immodesty has become so normalised that many believers no longer even recognise it as an issue of concern.

	At the same time, some circles fall into legalism, reducing modesty to a debate on skirt lengths and whether or not women should wear pants! This misses the heart of the matter. True modesty flows from humility and reverence before Yahweh. As the church has often long ignored teaching on the principle, when it is finally addressed, it is easily caricatured as oppressive. The result is that the biblical virtue of modesty has been lost somewhere between indulgence and legalism.

	Culture magnifies the confusion. In many parts of the world, local traditions conflict with biblical modesty but are absorbed into the church. Tribal attire or ritual dress is worn without question. In the West, fashion is dictated by Hollywood, magazines, social media and the music industry, often influencing and shaping the wardrobes of believers. Across the globe the pattern is the same: the church lets culture define what Christians are to wear.

	It is also a generational issue. Older believers recall when church clothing was more conservative, though sometimes excessively formal. Younger generations, raised in a culture of expressive freedom, resist all limits. They insist that “God looks at the heart” while ignoring that the heart shapes outward behaviour. When older saints speak about modesty, they are dismissed as irrelevant. Thus the silence deepens and the divide grows.

	The damage is noticeably real. Immodesty dishonours Yahweh by treating His presence lightly. It dishonours fellow believers by creating temptation and distraction, whilst also dishonouring our witness by showing the church to appear no different from the world. At its root it reveals idolatry, for the pursuit of fashion and attention places self above reverence for Yahweh.

	Yet modesty is not opposed to beauty. Yahweh is the Creator of beauty, and clothing can reflect dignity, creativity and joy. The problem arises when beauty becomes an idol, when clothing is chosen in defiance of rules or to provoke lust and admiration rather than to honour God. True beauty flows from modesty, because modesty reflects a heart at peace with Yahweh and secure in His love.

	Therefore, the issue we face is one of neglect and compromise. Modesty is rarely taught and when it is, it is often misunderstood or dismissed. Meanwhile, the culture pushes further into sensuality and extravagance while the church follows behind. The result is a people indistinguishable from society around them, failing to be holy and set apart. Unless the church recovers modesty, it will continue raising generations who mirror the world rather than Christ.

	What is needed is clear teaching. Christians must hear that certain modes of dress and style do not belong in the life of believers and are out of place in church services, youth events or Christian gatherings. Extravagance that turns worship into a parade of wealth also needs to be called out for what it really is - vanity that robs reverence. Instead, believers should be urged toward dignity, moderation and humility. Modesty is not a cultural preference but an expression of personal holiness commanded in Scripture.

	This is the issue: a generation of believers untaught and unchecked, shaped more by culture than by Christ and led by churches too timid to speak up for godly conduct. Unless we confront this directly, we will raise disciples who reflect the world more than they reflect Yahweh. If, instead, we recover modesty as a forgotten virtue, we will have a people who honour Him, guard purity and show a strong witness.


Modesty, a Lost Virtue

	Conflict with Scripture

	When the church turns a blind eye to immodesty, it is not merely failing in tradition or preference, it is standing in direct opposition to the Word of Yahweh. Scripture speaks clearly about modesty, purity humility; the way believers are to present themselves before God and one another. The absence of teaching on this is therefore a rejection of His voice, leaving Christians shaped by culture instead of truth.

	The apostle Paul addresses modesty with clarity in his letter to Timothy: “In like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works” (1 Timothy 2:9–10). This is not a cultural relic. Paul ties modesty to godliness, saying it is “proper” for those who profess Christ. Apparel is never neutral. It either reflects reverence and self-control or it reflects pride and sensuality. To ignore modesty is to reject apostolic command.

	Peter makes the same point when he writes, “Do not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel—rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God” (1 Peter 3:3–4). Peter does not ban clothing or beauty but redefines beauty as something inward, imperishable and pleasing to Yahweh. Outward display fades whilst inward holiness endures. By allowing the church to accommodate outward extravagance and immodest display, we contradict the very essence of this instruction.

	The Old Testament also lays down principles of separation and holiness that apply here. Yahweh told Israel, “You shall be holy to Me, for I the Lord am holy, and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be Mine” (Leviticus 20:26). Holiness meant being distinct from the nations in worship, in morals and in lifestyle. The clothing laws of Israel, while rooted in their covenant, taught separation from pagan practices. In the same way, Christians are to be visibly different from the world. When the church dresses like the culture, it loses the mark of holiness that should distinguish the people of God.

	Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20). The body is not our possession to flaunt. It is the dwelling place of the Spirit, purchased by Christ’s blood. To parade it in sensual clothing is to dishonour the very temple of God. Clothing is therefore never just fashion. It is the stewardship of covering a body redeemed, set apart for His glory.

	The Scriptures repeatedly warn against drawing others into temptation. Paul exhorted the Romans, “Let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way” (Romans 14:13). Immodesty does exactly that. It parades the body in ways that stir lust, creating stumbling blocks for others. Jesus Himself said, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew 18:6). To treat immodesty as harmless is to treat lightly the danger of causing others to fall.

	Extravagance also contradicts Scripture. Paul warns, “Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 6:9–10). When believers flaunt wealth through fashion, they glorify money instead of Christ. James condemned the gatherings where the rich were honoured for their clothing while the poor were despised (James 2:1–4). Churches that tolerate Sunday parades of extravagance ignore the rebuke of Scripture.

	Christ Himself modelled simplicity. Though He was Lord of glory, He came in humility, born in a manger, clothed without splendour and without an appearance that drew men’s eyes (Isaiah 53:2). His life showed dignity without display and holiness without vanity. To claim to follow Him while adorning ourselves in immodesty or pride is hypocrisy. He warned, “Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at feasts” (Mark 12:38–39). He condemned those who used appearance for show. This principle applies just as surely to modern excess and sensuality.

	Silence from the pulpit is therefore disobedience. Paul charged Timothy, “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2). If modesty is commanded in Scripture, to neglect it is to fail in preaching the whole counsel of God. Paul told the Ephesian elders, “I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). Leaders who avoid modesty for fear of offence are shunning part of that counsel. Their silence teaches compromise.

	Ultimately the conflict is about lordship. Paul wrote, “For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:20). The body belongs to Christ. When believers dress to draw attention to themselves, they act as though they own their bodies, forgetting they are not their own. Modesty acknowledges His ownership and glorifies Him. Immodesty rejects His claim and glorifies self. The two cannot be reconciled.

	The Word of Yahweh leaves no doubt. Modesty is commanded. Extravagance is warned against and immodesty is rebuked. To ignore these truths is to put culture above Christ. The church that tolerates immodesty places itself in conflict with Scripture and cannot expect Yahweh’s blessing.

	 

	 


Modesty, a Lost Virtue

	How Then Should We Live

	If Scripture speaks so plainly about modesty, then Christians cannot continue as though this were a minor issue. We are called to be holy, set apart and distinct from the world. Our clothing, our presentation and our attitude towards outward appearance must reflect that calling. To live rightly, we must recover modesty, not as legalism, but in obedience to Yahweh.

	Modesty begins inwardly. Do I dress to draw attention to myself or do I dress to honour the Lord? Do I seek to stir admiration, envy or even lust, or do I seek to reflect reverence and humility? Paul said, “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). If something as ordinary as eating and drinking must be done for His glory, how much more the way we clothe ourselves each day. True modesty asks: does this glorify Christ, or does it glorify me?

	Many Christians, whether knowingly or not, have embraced immodesty. Some parents have encouraged their children to dress in ways that dishonour Yahweh, believing it to be a harmless way for children to fit in. Others have paraded wealth in church services, thinking it dignified. When confronted with the truth of Scripture, we must repent. Repentance means confessing that we have treated lightly what Yahweh takes seriously. It means turning away from vanity and pride, choosing instead the virtues of humility and reverence. Without repentance, no real change will come.

	Families must set clear standards. Fathers and mothers must teach their children what is acceptable and what is not. Partial revealing of breasts, bellies and bottoms are not appropriate in any Christian gathering, whether at youth events, camps or informal church services. Pastors and elders need courage to speak clearly, to teach their congregations that extravagance and immodesty dishonour Yahweh and cause others to stumble. Silence is not kindness; silence is neglect. It is far better to endure offence for speaking truth than to allow a generation to grow up confused about holiness.

	Modesty does not mean drabness or ugliness. Yahweh is the Creator of beauty. He clothed the lilies of the field with splendour greater than Solomon’s. Peter speaks of “the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit” (1 Peter 3:4). Beauty that flows from peace with God and humility before Him is far more attractive than anything sold by fashion magazines. Christians need to teach and model that true beauty which flows from holiness.

	Too often, modesty is only mentioned in terms of prohibition, leaving believers defensive. Instead, churches should honour and encourage those who pursue modesty with joy. Older women should teach younger women, as Titus 2:3–5 instructs, to be discreet, chaste and reverent. Men should model dignity and self-control in their dress, avoiding extravagance or styles that reflect rebellion. By encouraging one another in modesty, we create an atmosphere where holiness is normal, not unusual.

	The world is watching the church. When unbelievers enter a gathering that looks no different from a nightclub or fashion show, they see nothing of Christ’s holiness. But when they see dignity, simplicity and reverence, they encounter something countercultural and compelling. Paul said, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2). Modesty in dress and appearance is one of the ways transformation is visibly displayed before a watching world.

	Cultural pressure will not ease. Fashion will continue to push immodesty further. Social media will mock those who resist. Even within the church, some will resist correction and accuse others of legalism. But we are called to endure. Paul wrote, “Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). Modesty requires steadfastness. It is not a one-time choice but a lifelong commitment to holiness in body and dress.

	Clothing alone cannot save. A modestly dressed sinner is still lost without Christ. But for the redeemed, modesty flows from gratitude and obedience. Christ gave His life for us, purchasing us with His blood. Paul declares, “You are not your own. For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20). Because we belong to Him, we no longer use our bodies to glorify ourselves. Modesty is a daily expression of discipleship, a visible confession that Christ is Lord.

	We must repent where we have compromised, set clear standards for ourselves and our families, and encourage one another in holiness. We must teach the next generation that true beauty is found in godliness, not in display. We must refuse to be conformed to a world that idolises fashion and sensuality. We are to remember always that modesty is not about rules but about worship, and is glorifying Yahweh in body and spirit, for both belong to Him.

	This forgotten virtue can be recovered if the church humbles herself under the Word of Yahweh. Let our homes, our gatherings and our lives display the dignity of holiness. Let us be known not for extravagance or immodesty, but for reverence and purity. Then our witness will shine, our families will be guarded and our Lord will be honoured.

	 

	 


Topic 13:   Profanity From Sanctified Lips

	 

	The way we use words reveals more about our hearts than we often admit. Language is never neutral. It can either honour Yahweh or dishonour Him, build others up or tear them down. For the follower of Christ, speech is not a small matter because Yahweh has called His people to be holy, and holiness includes how we use our tongues. Yet in our day Christians have grown casual and careless, allowing profanity, coarse humour and even the taking of Yahweh’s name in vain to creep into their lives. This problem is rarely confronted or addressed from the pulpit and, as a result, the church has absorbed the language of the world.
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	Swearing and blasphemous speech have become so normal in society that many believers hardly notice there use. Films, television, social media and popular music are filled with irreverence. The holy names of Yahweh and of Jesus Christ are tossed about as exclamations, curses or punchlines. Words which were once considered shocking are now ordinary in schools, workplaces and even family life. Over time, Christians surrounded by this language absorb it. Even if they do not at first repeat it, it dulls their conscience so that what once grieved them no longer troubles their hearts.

	More concerning still is when Christians themselves use such language. Some excuse it as “just words,” claiming they mean nothing by it. Others adopt the world’s vocabulary at work or with friends to avoid being thought too religious. Some grow so desensitised that they hardly notice when the holy name of Yahweh is spoken irreverently from their own lips. What once would have shocked them becomes casual and godly reverence fades.

	This decline appears in several ways. One is the casual use of Yahweh’s name. Phrases like “Oh my God!” or “Jesus Christ!” are used not in prayer or worship but as throwaway expressions. To call upon Yahweh’s holy name in such a way is to treat Him as common. The angels veil their faces before Him in honour, yet His people reduce His name to irreverent exclamation.

	Another form is coarse joking. Paul warned against “foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting” (Ephesians 5:4), yet crude humour circulates even in Christian company. Some claim it is light-hearted or makes fellowship easier, but in truth it belittles holiness and dulls sensitivity to sin. A mouth quick to jest about sin reveals a heart that does not take sin seriously.

	A further form is outright profanity. Today, younger Christians, influenced by peers or media, regard swearing as harmless expression. Some even hear it from pulpits where leaders try to appear authentic. In reality, this shows compromise. Words that Scripture calls corrupt are given a place in the mouths of those meant to represent Christ. Instead of displaying holiness, such language mirrors the world.

	Behind all this lies a deeper issue: the loss of reverence for Yahweh’s holiness. The Third Commandment says, “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain” (Exodus 20:7). His name is bound to His character, His authority and His glory. To misuse it is to despise Him, yet Christians can treat His name as common, proving that their hearts have grown dull to His majesty. Words are not empty sounds. They reveal whether we fear Yahweh or treat Him lightly.

	The effect on witness is devastating. The world listens to how Christians speak. If they hear profanity, blasphemy and crude humour from those who claim to follow Christ, they will conclude that the gospel makes no difference. They may even take licence from it, reasoning that if Christians speak like this, then it must not matter. The testimony of the church is weakened and Christ is dishonoured, not by outsiders but by His own people.

	The effect on families is equally severe. Children who hear their parents use Yahweh’s name in vain or tell crude jokes quickly come to the conclusion that such behaviour is acceptable. What one generation excuses in moderation, the next embraces in excess. Thus reverence is eroded from parent to child. A pattern is established where Yahweh’s name is treated with less and less fear. Instead of being taught to hallow His name, children grow up hearing it profaned daily in their own homes.

	At its root, the issue is not about a list of forbidden words. Jesus taught, “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). Corrupt words flow from corrupt hearts. The presence of profanity, blasphemy, or careless speech indicates a heart that does not tremble before Yahweh’s holiness. The mouth reveals what the soul values. A reverent heart will guard its words; a careless heart will not.

	The tragedy is that many churches avoid confronting this problem but Scripture does not allow silence. Yahweh promises that He will not hold guiltless those who take His name in vain. Jesus warned that “for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgement” (Matthew 12:36). To ignore the seriousness of words is to ignore the warnings of both Law and Gospel.

	The issue we face is not merely one of cultural coarseness but one of a spiritual decline within the church itself. Profanity has flowed from the streets into the sanctuary. Reverence has been replaced with casualness. A generation is being raised that does not tremble at Yahweh’s Word or hallow His name. Until the church repents, the name of Yahweh will continue to be dishonoured by the very people who claim to belong to Him.

	 

	 


Profanity From Sanctified Lips

	Conflict with Scripture

	When the church tolerates profanity, blasphemy and coarse jesting, it does not simply show poor manners; it places itself in direct opposition to Yahweh’s Word. Scripture does not allow for casual speech that dishonours His name. From the law of Moses, the teaching of Christ and the letters of the apostles, the command is consistent: words really do matter. Every careless expression reveals the state of a person’s heart; every misuse of Yahweh’s name invites His judgement.

	The Third Commandment is the starting point: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain” (Exodus 20:7). This is not a suggestion about reverence in worship but a prohibition against trivialising or abusing His holy name in any context. To call upon Yahweh’s name in casual exclamation or anger is an offense to His holiness. His name represents His nature, His covenant and His glory. To misuse it is to despise Him. This is why the such a strong warning is given: those who profane His name will not be held guiltless.

	Leviticus expands the seriousness further: “Whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death” (Leviticus 24:16). Israel was commanded to treat Yahweh’s name as sacred, with blasphemy being punishable by death. While the church today does not wield civil penalties, the moral weight of the command remains. Yahweh does not treat the misuse of His name as trivial, and neither should His people.

	The prophets also spoke against careless speech. Malachi rebuked Israel: “You have profaned it, in that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is defiled, and its fruit, its food, is contemptible’” (Malachi 1:12). To treat what is holy as ordinary is to profane Yahweh’s name. The same principle applies when His people use His name flippantly or allow vulgarity to flow from their lips. What is meant to be hallowed becomes despised and the witness of His people collapses.

	Jesus Himself confronted the issue with piercing clarity. He declared, “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgement” (Matthew 12:34–36). Idle words include thoughtless jokes, casual blasphemy and careless swearing. Christ warns that these will not be overlooked. Every word will be weighed. For believers, this should produce holy fear. Our lips cannot belong to both Christ and the world.

	Paul also addresses speech repeatedly. In Ephesians he commands, “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers” (Ephesians 4:29). Profanity, crude humour and insults are all corrupt words. They tear down rather than build up. They poison fellowship rather than strengthen it. Later Paul continues, “But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks” (Ephesians 5:3–4). Here the contrast is clear: the tongue should not be occupied with filthiness but with thanksgiving. To persist in crude joking is to live contrary to what is fitting for saints.

	Colossians repeats the same standard: “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth” (Colossians 3:8). To put off filthy language is as much a command as to put off anger and malice. It is not optional or cultural, it is part of sanctification. A believer who clings to crude speech clings to sin that Christ died to remove.

	James, the Lord’s brother, gives perhaps the sharpest rebuke: “With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so” (James 3:9–10). A tongue that blesses in prayer and curses in anger is divided, revealing a heart not fully surrendered. James reminds us that a fountain cannot produce both fresh and bitter water. Neither can a Christian mouth produce worship and profanity.

	The conflict with Scripture could not be clearer. Yahweh commands reverence. Christ warns of judgement for idle words. The apostles instruct us to put away filthy speech. To allow profanity or to misuse Yahweh’s name is to rebel against His Word. It is not a matter of preference or culture. It is a matter of obedience.

	What makes this conflict worse is that some now justify swearing in the name of authenticity. Certain preachers or writers sprinkle profanity into their messages to appear relatable. They claim that strong words shock listeners into paying attention. This is not authenticity; it is outright compromise. Paul never resorted to vulgarity to gain a hearing. He resolved to preach Christ and Him crucified. To imagine that profanity makes the gospel more powerful is to deny the sufficiency of the Spirit and the Word.

	In Scripture, the tongue is meant to glorify Yahweh, to proclaim His truth and to encourage His people. “Through Him then let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name” (Hebrews 13:15). Lips that should be producing sacrifices of praise are defiled when they produce profanity. To misuse the tongue is to misuse an instrument designed for worship.

	Ultimately, the conflict comes down to holiness. Yahweh is holy and calls His people to reflect His holiness in every area of life, including their speech. When Christians adopt the world’s language, they blur the line between the sacred and the profane. The call of Scripture is clear: “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you” (2 Corinthians 6:17). Our separation includes not only what we touch with our hands but what we utter with our mouths.

	The church cannot continue in compromise. Profanity, blasphemy and coarse jesting are condemned in the Word. They grieve the Spirit, dishonour Christ, and weaken our witness. To persist in them with our words or listen to them with our ears is to set ourselves against the very Scriptures we claim to uphold. If the people of God are to honour Him, their lips must reflect His holiness.

	 


Profanity From Sanctified Lips

	How Then Should We Live

	If the Word of Yahweh makes plain that profanity, blasphemy and careless talk are sin, then the people of Christ cannot continue in compromise. We are called to live differently from the world and that difference must be heard in our speech. Our lips, once used for sin, are now to be instruments of righteousness. How then should we live?

	The first step is to recover reverence for the name of Yahweh. His name is holy because it reveals who He is. When Moses asked for His name, Yahweh replied, “I AM WHO I AM” (Exodus 3:14). That name is bound to His eternal, unchanging being. When Christ taught His disciples to pray, He began, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name” (Matthew 6:9). Prayer begins with reverence. Every Christian should therefore make it their aim to treat Yahweh’s name with awe. To use it flippantly or irreverently should feel unthinkable to those who love Him. This means training ourselves to avoid careless exclamations and replacing them with words of thanks and praise.

	If we have allowed profanity or careless speech to flow from our mouths, we must confess it before Yahweh. Confession is not simply saying “I should do better,” but agreeing with Him that our words have been sin. David prayed, “Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips” (Psalm 141:3). Every believer should pray the same. Repentance includes practical change. It means refusing to excuse profanity as harmless, cutting it from our lives, and seeking grace to replace it with godly speech.

	The tongue is difficult to tame. James wrote, “No man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:8). On our own, we cannot master it. But the Spirit produces self-control. With His help, we must train our mouths to speak only what is pure and edifying. Paul commanded, “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth” (Ephesians 4:29). That means pausing before we speak, weighing our words and asking whether they glorify Christ or tear down. Over time, discipline produces new habits.

	Paul said our words must impart grace to those who hear. Instead of crude jokes or biting sarcasm, believers should be known for words of encouragement, blessing, and truth. Colossians 4:6 says, “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.” Our words should preserve, purify, edify and bless. This requires intentional practice. When tempted to jest crudely, choose to speak encouragement. When tempted to complain, choose thanksgiving. In this way, our speech becomes a testimony of grace.

	Parents must set the example. If children hear profanity or careless talk from their parents, they will imitate it. Fathers and mothers must therefore model reverent, wholesome speech. Another area for parental supervision and example is in being aware of profanity, crudity and cruelty in the lyrics of songs that are listened to and movies or TV shows watched. Music, especially, can have a strong emotional impact, so there needs to be diligent concern for what we our children are being exposed to. Homes should be places where Yahweh’s name is honoured, the jokes are clean and where blessing flows freely. This does not mean joyless silence, but it does mean humour without filth and conversation without blasphemy. Parents should also teach their children why reverence matters, showing them the Scriptures that warn against taking Yahweh’s name in vain.

	Believers should encourage one another to speak in ways that honour Christ. If a brother or sister slips into crude talk, we must have courage to correct them gently. Paul told the Galatians, “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness” (Galatians 6:1). Correction is not condemnation but love, reminding one another of the standard of holiness. A church that tolerates profanity soon normalises it. A church that exhorts one another in love will remain pure.

	The world listens to our words. Profanity is expected in the workplace, the classroom and the street, but when Christians speak with purity, it shines as light in darkness. Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Part of that light is speech that is different. When colleagues notice that we never swear, when neighbours see that our humour is clean, they glimpse the difference Christ makes. Such witness may open doors for the gospel.

	Jesus warned, “For every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgement” (Matthew 12:36). Every word will be reviewed. Words spoken in anger, in jest, in carelessness will all be laid bare. This sobers us to live carefully, while encouraging us; words of praise, encouragement and truth will be remembered. We are not labouring in vain when we guard our speech. We are storing up treasure in heaven and blessing those on earth.

	Above all, we must never forget that Christ redeems our speech as well as our souls. Isaiah, when he saw the vision of Yahweh’s glory, cried, “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5). The angel touched his mouth with a coal from the altar, declaring that his sin was taken away. In the same way, Christ purifies our lips. He died not only for the sins of the body but also for the sins of the tongue. When He redeems a person, He redeems their speech, our mouths are to speak praise, thanksgiving and truth.

	So how then should we live? With reverence for Yahweh’s name, with repentance for careless talk, with discipline over our tongues, with words that edify, with homes that honour Christ, with fellowship that exhorts, with witness that shines and with a view of the coming judgement. Living in this way is not to embrace a form of legalism but to embrace holiness. It is to confess that every part of life, including our words, belongs to Christ.

	The world may laugh at such seriousness. They may call reverence unnecessary and crude talk harmless. But the Word of Yahweh says otherwise. “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer” (Psalm 19:14). May this be the prayer of every believer, that our lips would no longer betray our calling but joyfully, reverently proclaim the holiness of the One who saved us.

	 

	 


Topic 14:   Unequally Yoked In Spirit

	 

	A concerning danger facing believers today is the subtle and constant pull to blend their lives with unbelievers in ways that bind their hearts, compromise their testimony and weaken their faith. The phrase “unequally yoked” is often thought of in narrow terms, usually in regard to marriage, yet the reality stretches across every part of life. Whenever a believer binds themselves closely to an unbeliever in covenant, affection or pursuit, the result is always the same: compromise, confusion and spiritual decline.
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	In our generation, the most obvious example is dating and marriage. Many Christians, especially young people, are tempted to think that love can ultimately overcome differences in faith, or that by marrying an unbeliever they might “win them over” by kindness and witness. The truth written into countless homes tells another story. Believers who marry unbelievers nearly always find themselves slowly drifting from devotion to Christ. Prayer becomes awkward, church attendance becomes strained, spiritual leadership is resisted and the believer begins to live a divided life, torn between loyalty to Christ and loyalty to a spouse who does not know Him. The result is often years of misery, a diluted faith and children who grow up confused about truth because the home itself is built on compromise and lack of spiritual agreement.

	The danger is not only in marriage. Christians who enter business partnerships with unbelievers discover quickly how values clash. The believer wants honesty, fairness and integrity, but the unbelieving partner may push for profit at any cost. Corners are cut, laws are bent and, before too long, the Christian is faced with a choice: betray conscience or betray the partnership. Many, under pressure, choose to silence conscience, knowing their testimony is damaged. A business yoked with unbelievers will not lead upward toward faithfulness, it will drag downward into compromise.

	Friendship circles can have the same effect. When the primary company of a believer is worldly friends, the atmosphere of life shifts. Instead of being sharpened by godly counsel, the Christian is dulled by constant exposure to unbelief, maybe coarse humour, gossip and worldly pursuits. Even if church attendance remains, the heart grows colder due to the number of hours in a week which are spent in fellowship with those who do not love Yahweh. Slowly, without noticing, values change, priorities shift and convictions soften. The Christian begins to laugh at what once grieved them, to enjoy what once troubled them and to excuse what once convicted them. The yoke of unbelieving friendship weighs heavier with every passing year, until the believer resembles the company they keep.

	Entertainment adds another layer. Sport, media and culture are saturated with idolatry, pride and immorality, yet many believers consume it eagerly and constantly. By investing affection, admiration, and hours of attention into worldly heroes, media influencers and corrupt entertainers, Christians join themselves in spirit to those who stand opposed to Christ. The effect is not neutral. What we celebrate shapes us. What we admire, we begin to imitate. To spend more time absorbed in the voices of unbelievers than in the Word and the fellowship of the saints is to be yoked in spirit with the world, and the fruit is always conformity rather than holiness.

	The heart of the matter is this: believers are the property of Yahweh, purchased at the cost of Christ’s blood. To bind ourselves in covenant or affection to unbelievers is not a light or harmless choice, it is to misuse what belongs to Him. Just as Israel was warned never to prostitute themselves with the idols of surrounding nations, so the church must see that to become unequally yoked in marriage, in business, in friendship or in entertainment is to dishonour the covenant we have with Yahweh. We are in the world but not of it. We must work in the world, show kindness to unbelievers and bear witness to Christ among them, but to tie ourselves to them in ways that shape our values and determine our direction is to invite disaster.

	This is the issue we face. In the name of love, ambition or so called normality, countless Christians are binding themselves to unbelievers in ways that grieve the Spirit, silence their witness and slowly draw them away from the narrow path. The warnings of history, of Scripture and countless broken testimonies surround us, yet the temptation still remains strong. The question before us is not whether such yoking is possible but whether it is faithful, and the answer is always the same: the believer who binds themselves to an unbeliever will be dragged downward, never lifted upward.

	 

	 


Unequally Yoked In Spirit

	Conflict with Scripture

	When we turn to the Word of Yahweh, the matter of unequal yoking is not left vague. The Scriptures speak directly and repeatedly about the danger of joining the people of God with those who do not serve Him. From the Old Testament through to the New, the pattern is the same: whenever Yahweh’s people join themselves in a covenant with unbelievers, they are led astray. The conflict between what many Christians practise and what Yahweh commands is sharp.

	The clearest command is found in Paul’s words to the Corinthians: “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God” (2 Corinthians 6:14–16). The imagery is agricultural. Two animals of different strength or kind cannot plough straight together; one will drag the other off course. Paul’s question is piercing. How can righteousness, light and Christ dwell in harmony with lawlessness, darkness and idols? The answer is that they cannot. To be unequally yoked is to place yourself in direct conflict with your calling to be set apart as a temple of Yahweh.

	The Old Testament is full of warnings and examples. Israel was commanded not to intermarry with the nations around them, “for they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods” (Deuteronomy 7:4). The tragedy of Solomon illustrates the danger. Though he was granted wisdom and wealth, Scripture records that “his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God” (1 Kings 11:4). Unequal yoking with unbelievers led the wisest man on earth into idolatry. If Solomon was not strong enough to resist such influence, no believer today should think themselves the exception.

	The prophet Amos declared, “Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?” (Amos 3:3). Agreement is the foundation of fellowship, and yet when believers join themselves to unbelievers, they try to walk without agreement. Inevitably, the path becomes strained and eventually divided. The believer either compromises to keep the bond, or the unequal bond itself breaks. Either way, the believer’s testimony of faith suffers.

	Marriage is particularly sobering. Paul, in addressing widows in the Corinthian church, made the principle plain: “She is at liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:39). Marriage is a covenant designed to mirror the union between Christ and His church. To bind a believer with an unbeliever in that covenant is to distort the picture. How can a union reflect Christ and His bride when one spouse belongs to Christ and the other does not? The conflict is not only theological, it is intensely practical. Prayer, worship, raising children and the direction of the home all become battlegrounds instead of shared joys.

	The Scriptures also address business and daily life. Proverbs warns, “He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20). To bind your livelihood with those who reject Yahweh is to place yourself under the influence of fools, no matter how skilled they may seem. In the end, their values will press against yours, and compromise will be the only way forward unless you are able to break free.

	Friendship is not exempt either. Paul warned plainly, “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits’” (1 Corinthians 15:33). Believers who spend most of their time in fellowship with unbelievers will soon reflect their ways. This does not mean we cut off all contact with the world, for Christ has sent us to bear witness. But it does mean that our deepest bonds, affections and loyalties must be with the people of Yahweh, not with those who despise Him.

	Even in worship, the principle applies. Israel was forbidden from mixing Yahweh’s worship with pagan practices. “You shall not worship the Lord your God with such things” (Deuteronomy 12:4). Yet when Christians consume the world’s entertainment, admire its heroes and celebrate its idols, they are in spirit uniting with what is unclean. The temple of Yahweh is not to be joined with idols.

	The conflict, then, is sharp. The world tells us that unity is the highest value, that love conquers all differences and that tolerance is the greatest virtue. The Scriptures insist that holiness is higher, truth is greater and loyalty to Christ must come first. To be unequally yoked is direct disobedience. It places the believer in opposition to Yahweh’s Word and opens the door to compromise and ruin.

	 

	 


Unequally Yoked In Spirit

	How Then Should We Live

	If the Scriptures speak so plainly against unequal yoking, then the people of Yahweh must walk in obedience by shaping their lives accordingly. This is not simply a call to avoid certain relationships but a call to live distinctly, with our loyalties, our loves and our values firmly rooted in Christ. We must not allow ourselves to be dragged into compromise by binding our lives with those who do not know Him. Instead, we are to live as a holy people, set apart for Yahweh, showing that His ownership of us is complete.

	The first and most obvious application is in marriage. A believer needs to vow and commit to never enter a romantic relationship with an unbeliever. It does not matter how kind, attractive or promising that person may seem, the difference in spirit is unbridgeable. A Christian who chooses to date or marry outside the faith is choosing disobedience and inviting sorrow. Faithful parents and pastors are charged to counsel the young with clarity, urging them not to be swayed by feelings above truth. It is better to remain single in faith than to live in covenant with one who rejects Yahweh. If you are already in such a dating relationship, the path forward requires repentance and courage. Breaking off a bond may be painful, but the pain of compromise is greater still.

	For those already married to unbelievers, the Scriptures give counsel. Paul instructed, “If any brother has a wife who does not believe, and she is willing to live with him, let him not divorce her. And a woman who has a husband who does not believe, if he is willing to live with her, let her not divorce him” (1 Corinthians 7:12–13). The covenant once entered must be honoured and the believing spouse is called to live faithfully, praying and bearing witness, while trusting Yahweh for grace. But let us be clear: this command protects existing marriages, it does not justify entering into them in the first place.

	In business, believers must learn caution. Partnerships with unbelievers may promise success but they almost always bring compromise. A Christian must ask whether their name, their integrity and their witness will remain clean when yoked to those who do not fear Yahweh. If the answer is uncertain, then wisdom says do not enter. Instead, build with patience, work diligently and trust Yahweh for increase. A smaller business that honours Him is a far greater testimony than a larger enterprise that stains His name.

	Friendships require discernment. We are commanded to love our neighbours, to show kindness to all and to bear witness among the lost. However, close fellowship is something deeper than kindness. Fellowship is the sharing of heart and direction. That belongs among the saints. Christians must prioritise relationships within the church, seeking encouragement, accountability and joy among those who love Yahweh. Time spent with unbelievers should be purposeful, seeking their good and pointing them to Christ, but never allowing their values to shape ours. To be in the world is our mission; to be of the world will lead to our ruin.

	Entertainment and culture must also be examined. Many believers yoke themselves in spirit with idols by pouring admiration into singers, actors, athletes or influencers who openly oppose the truth of Yahweh. The hours spent consuming their words and celebrating their lifestyles bind the heart to them in ways that are unseen but powerful. Instead, believers must fill their minds with what is pure, noble and praiseworthy. Families and individuals need to be taught that what we admire, we will imitate. If Christ is our Lord, then our admiration must rest on Him and on those who walk faithfully with Him, not on the broken idols of the world.

	At the root of all of this lies the question of ownership. We are not our own. Paul reminds us, “You were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:20). To be yoked with the world is to misuse what belongs to Yahweh. Our hearts, our choices and our loyalties are not ours to trade, they are His. To live in covenant with Him means to walk distinctly, refusing bonds that would draw us away from Him.

	We must be clear in our relationships and guard against compromise. Choose fellowship with the saints over fellowship with the world. We are to raise our children to see that marriage, business and friendship are matters of faith as much as affection. Our lives are to model the truth that we are in this world but not of this world, we belong to the kingdom of Yahweh. We can show kindness without compromise and bear witness without binding ourselves to the world’s ways. We encourage ourselves and fellow believers when we continually remind one another that we are not our own, we are Yahweh’s possession, bought by the blood of Christ and called to walk in holiness until the day He returns.

	And, as with every matter addressed so far in this book, we return to the source of truth. Read the un-paraphrased Bible, for it is what Yahweh has given us to reveal His ways, His character and His instructions on life. Let His Word shape your choices, guard your affections and direct who and what you bond with. In a world that urges you to blend in, the Scriptures call you to stand apart. To live unequally yoked is disobedience, to live distinctively is discipleship.

	 

	 


Topic 15:   Broken Vows or No Vows

	 

	Marriage, as Yahweh ordained it, is meant to be the bedrock of human society and the living picture of Christ’s covenant with His church. From creation Yahweh declared, “A man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). Marriage is not a cultural convenience, it’s a divine covenant. Yet in our day, even among professing Christians, that covenant is neglected, redefined or, increasingly, abandoned. Divorce, cohabitation, immorality, remarriage without biblical grounds and the fragile structures of blended families are now common in churches.
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	We recognise this issue is not confined only to the unbelieving world. One of the greatest scandals of modern Christianity is that divorce rates inside the church often match those outside. In the past churches held firm, clear views in regard to marriage and divorce. Now, fear of offence, loss of standing or loss of members leads to silence. Silence, however, does not heal broken people and relationships. It accepts and condones it. By avoiding this subject, leaders allow generations to assume that Yahweh’s Word has little bearing on how relationships and marriage are lived out.

	Cohabitation has become normalised. Many couples live together before marriage, excusing it as testing compatibility or easing financial pressure. Some even rationalise it with the claim, “We are committed (married) in our hearts.” Scripture calls it fornication. To live together unmarried is to despise Yahweh’s standard of covenant purity. When churches perform weddings for such couples without calling them to repentance, they reinforce the lie that holiness does not matter.

	Sexual immorality likewise spreads unchecked. In a culture where pornography and casual sex dominate, many Christians excuse fornication or adultery as “struggles” or “mistakes.” Yet Scripture calls such behaviour sin. Sexual immorality destroys trust, wounds souls and disgraces the name of Christ. Excusing it only breeds more compromise.

	Divorce itself has been normalised, making it easier to end a marriage, often for reasons Scripture never allows. Incompatibility, unhappiness or stress are cited as justification. In his teachings, Christ taught that marriage vows are sacred until death, with only one ground for divorce given: sexual immorality. To discard vows made before Yahweh for lesser reasons is to treat covenant as disposable. Children are left scarred, bearing the confusion and pain of fractured homes. Instead of seeing marriage as a reflection of Christ’s love for His bride, they learn that promises mean little.

	Remarriage and blended families add further complexity. In many churches one finds couples who have divorced and remarried multiple times, bringing children from previous marriages. While Yahweh’s grace can redeem any situation, these families often carry the burdens of jealousy, hurt and divided loyalties. This web of brokenness was never His design. The impact is not only felt within households but ripples out into the church community, where tensions and confusion arise as these realities multiply.

	The toll on children is deep. They live with divided loyalties, instability and often bitterness. Many grow up sceptical of marriage, either avoiding commitment or repeating the cycle of brokenness themselves. Some lose faith altogether, reasoning that if Christians cannot keep covenant in marriage, then perhaps the God they profess is no different. When children are taught in church to sing of Yahweh’s faithfulness but see unfaithfulness in the marriages around them, their confidence in truth is shaken.

	The witness of the church is equally damaged. How can the church proclaim reconciliation when its own marriages are torn apart? How can it preach holiness while tolerating fornication and cohabitation among its members? A church that mirrors the world in this area loses credibility. Unbelievers see no difference and dismiss the message of the gospel. They ask, “Why should we trust your words about eternity when you cannot live faithfully in your own homes?”

	Much blame rests on church leadership. When pastors officiate remarriages without examining whether biblical grounds exist, when leaders turn a blind eye to cohabitation or refuse to preach Yahweh’s standard for marriage, they disobey their calling. Shepherds are charged to guard the flock and warn against sin. To neglect this is to abdicate their role. Paul charged Timothy, “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season; convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2). Silence on this matter is disobedience and causes spiritual harm.

	At its heart, marriage is meant to be a living testimony of Christ’s love and also His covenant with the church, His bride. Paul wrote, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her” (Ephesians 5:25). When Christian marriages are scarred by immorality, selfishness and divorce, they misrepresent Christ. This distortion harms the gospel more than many realise.

	Yet even in this brokenness, Yahweh’s grace is not absent. Divorce and immorality are grievous sins, but not unforgivable ones. The blood of Christ cleanses every sin where there is repentance. What is needed is not harsh condemnation nor weak compromise but truth spoken with compassion. The church must call sin what it is, while also holding out the hope of forgiveness and restoration. Only then will sinners be drawn to repentance and families be rebuilt in holiness.

	The issue we face is a crisis of holiness within the church, a scandal before the world, and a wound to countless children and families. It is also a test of courage for leaders and members alike. Will we uphold Yahweh’s Word when it offends? Will we call sin what He calls sin? Will we honour marriage as a covenant, or allow it to be profaned? The future strength of the church depends on the answer.

	 

	 


Broken Vows or No Vows

	Conflict with Scripture

	The tragedy of broken vows and casual attitudes toward marriage is that they stand in direct conflict with the Word of Yahweh. Scripture is not silent on marriage, divorce or immorality. From Genesis to Revelation, the covenant of marriage is treated as sacred; any violation of that covenant is condemned. When churches ignore this, they do not simply take a different opinion, they place themselves in rebellion against the clear commands of God.

	The foundation is laid in Genesis 2:24: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” Marriage is a covenant designed by Yahweh Himself, binding two into one flesh. This is not a social contract that can be dissolved at will, it is a divine union created by Him. Jesus reaffirmed this in Matthew 19:6: “So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” Marriage is joined by God, not man, therefore no man has authority to dissolve it except on the grounds Yahweh Himself has given.

	The seriousness of this covenant is emphasised by the prophet Malachi, who declared, “For the Lord God of Israel says that He hates divorce, for it covers one’s garment with violence” (Malachi 2:16). Yahweh does not use soft language. He hates divorce because it betrays covenant love, harms families and distorts His character. In Malachi’s day the men of Judah were discarding their wives carelessly, and Yahweh rebuked them fiercely. The same rebuke applies to His people today. When divorce is tolerated for reasons of convenience, stress or incompatibility, the church sets itself against what Yahweh hates.

	Jesus expanded this teaching with great clarity. In Matthew 19:9 He said, “Whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” Only one ground is given for divorce and remarriage, that ground is adultery. Yet Christians remarry after a divorce not linked in immorality, often with the approval of churches, which contradicts the words of Christ Himself.

	Paul likewise addresses the issue in 1 Corinthians 7:10–11: “Now to the married I command, yet not I but the Lord: A wife is not to depart from her husband. But even if she does depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. And a husband is not to divorce his wife.” Here the command is unmistakable. If separation occurs, reconciliation is to be sought. Yet today separation often leads to a divorce, then a quick remarriage, as if the apostolic command had no authority. Such practice is not simply weak, it is disobedience.

	Cohabitation also stands condemned by Scripture. Hebrews 13:4 declares, “Marriage is honourable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.” To live together unmarried is to live in fornication, which brings judgement. Paul warns in 1 Thessalonians 4:3–4, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honour.” Sexual relationships outside marriage are not sanctification, they are sin,  yet we see they can be excused in the church today as cultural shifts. Scripture gives no such allowance.

	Remarriage also requires careful obedience. Romans 7:2–3 states, “For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress.” Death releases a believer from the marriage bond. Until that point, remarriage without biblical grounds is adultery. This teaching is rarely heard in pulpits today, yet it is written in plain words.

	The witness of Scripture is consistent: marriage is a covenant, divorce is hated by Yahweh, fornication is judged and adultery is condemned. To treat these matters lightly is to despise the authority of the Word. Paul reminded the Ephesians, “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience” (Ephesians 5:6). Empty words are often used to justify sin, but Yahweh’s wrath remains. When churches use soothing language to cover what God calls sin, they join in that deception.

	The testimony of Christ and His church also depends on the purity of marriage. In Ephesians 5:31–32 Paul quotes Genesis and declares, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” Marriage is a living parable of the gospel. A husband’s covenant love represents Christ’s love for His bride, the Church. A wife’s faithful submission reflects the church’s obedience to Christ. When marriages are torn apart by selfishness, adultery or abandonment, the parable is broken. The gospel itself is dishonoured.

	The silence of many pulpits is itself a betrayal. Pastors are called to proclaim the whole counsel of God. Paul said to the Ephesian elders, “I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). Yet many pastors shun to declare Yahweh’s truth about marriage, fearing controversary or loss of numbers. Their silence leaves congregations ignorant, which leads to compromise. To neglect to preach Yahweh’s standard is to be complicit in its violation.

	The conflict between Scripture and practice could not be clearer. Yahweh declares marriage holy, yet the church tolerates immorality. Yahweh hates divorce, yet churches often bless it. Christ condemns remarriage without biblical grounds as adultery, yet pastors officiate such unions. Paul commands separation from fornication, yet believers excuse cohabitation. The Word of God is consistent but His people have chosen the way and the path of the culture around them.

	Unless the church returns to obedience, it cannot expect blessing. Psalm 119:9 asks, “How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word.” The cleansing of the church’s testimony will not come from clever programs or cultural adaptation, it will be from obedience to Scripture. Only when Yahweh’s Word is honoured again will marriages be restored, families healed and the church strengthened.

	 

	 


Broken Vows or No Vows

	How Then Should We Live

	If Yahweh’s Word speaks with such force about marriage, divorce and sexual purity, then His people cannot continue as though these matters are negotiable. The church must return to obedience, not only in public teaching but in personal practice. Covenant faithfulness is not an optional virtue. It is the very heart of Christian witness, for marriage was given as the living image of Christ’s love for His church. To live rightly, we must recover reverence for vows, strive for purity in relationships and courage in our leadership.

	Where marriages have been broken, where fornication has been excused, and where vows have been neglected, the path forward begins with confession before Yahweh. Divorce, adultery and cohabitation are not small mistakes, they are sins that grieve His Spirit. Yet His grace is greater than our sin and the blood of Christ is sufficient to cleanse every past failure when there is genuine repentance. Families who acknowledge their disobedience and turn back to Him can know His mercy. A church that confesses its silence and begins to proclaim truth can know His blessing again.

	Believers should be those who resist the casual patterns of the world. Young people need to be taught that sexual intimacy belongs only within the bonds of marriage. Parents are to warn their children against the lie of cohabitation and show them that Yahweh blesses purity. Husbands and wives must be reminded that their vows were made not only to each other but before Yahweh Himself. To break those vows lightly is to treat His covenant with contempt. Christian homes should stand in testimony to fidelity, trust and grace.

	Pastors and elders are called to shepherd the flock by teaching what Yahweh commands. Therefore, leaders must preach the whole counsel of God, explaining the seriousness of vows, the holiness of covenant, and also be prepared to exercise godly authority and discipline where immorality is present. Paul rebuked the Corinthians for boasting in their tolerance while a man lived in immorality, commanding them to remove the evil person from their midst. The same courage is needed today. To ignore fornication, cohabitation or unbiblical remarriage within the church is to invite Yahweh’s judgement. Discipline, though painful, is an act of love that seeks restoration.

	There will be many within churches who live in the pain of broken marriages or who struggle within blended families. The solution is not condemnation but careful application of Scripture. Where divorce has happened, believers must be counselled towards repentance and purity, not hurried into another marriage that Scripture does not permit. Where blended families exist, grace must be sought for healing and wisdom, while also acknowledging the sin that brought such complexity. Only by speaking truth in love can the church help its members to walk forward in holiness.

	Hebrews 13:4 declares, “Marriage is honourable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.” The church must proclaim the dignity of marriage, not only in warning against sin but also celebrating covenant faithfulness. Anniversaries of long marriages should be honoured, examples of faithful husbands and wives highlighted, and the beauty of covenant love preached. When marriage is esteemed as Yahweh esteems it, the church will raise a generation that values fidelity.

	Marriage is never meant to be a cloak for cruelty. While Scripture commands covenant faithfulness, it does not permit a man to harm his wife or children. An abusive or violent partner has already broken the covenant by despising the very purpose of marriage, which is love, care, and protection. A wife enduring violence must not be told to suffer in silence or to remain in a home where her life and the lives of her children are at risk. In such cases, separation is not rebellion but wisdom, and it becomes a necessary act of protection. A violent man must be confronted as a sinner, and the church must not cover for him. Yahweh hates divorce, but He also hates violence, and no woman should be left unguarded when a husband lifts his hand against her.

	In these situations, the use of lawful authority is not faithlessness but obedience to Yahweh’s order of justice. Police protection may be required to restrain the aggressor, and courts may enforce orders to safeguard the vulnerable. Government agencies can provide safe houses where wives and children can find shelter away from harm, with food, clothing, and medical care made available. Social services may also assist in relocating families to places where they are no longer within reach of the abuser. The church should stand alongside, offering spiritual support, practical help, and encouragement in rebuilding stability. To ignore such needs is to abandon the weak. Protecting the abused is an expression of righteousness, for Yahweh is the defender of the oppressed, and His people must reflect His care.

	Obedience to God’s Word will bring opposition. A culture that treats marriage as disposable will call the church unloving. Families touched by divorce may resist hard truths. Even within the congregation, some will complain that the teaching is too strict. Yet faithfulness to Christ requires endurance. Paul wrote, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2). To live differently from the world is costly, but it is the path of discipleship which comes with blessing.

	Always look to Christ as the model of covenant love. He loved the church and gave Himself for her, not when she was pure, but while she was still stained with sin. His love is faithful, sacrificial and unbreakable. Husbands are called to love their wives in the same way, laying down pride and selfishness to serve and protect. Wives are called to respect and follow their husbands as the church follows Christ. This vision, though despised by the world, is the only pattern that brings true joy and stability. Marriage becomes a daily sermon of the gospel, a testimony preached not with words but in faithfulness.

	So how then should we live? We must repent where we have fallen, commit again to purity in our relationships and teach our children that vows are sacred. We need to respectfully demand courage from our leaders, comfort those who suffer and honour those who remain faithful. We will attract reproach and condemnation from a watching world so need to stand firm, upholding and modelling the pattern Yahweh has given. Most of all, we look to Christ, whose covenant with His church is everlasting. If we would see His blessing, we must reject compromise and walk in obedience. Only then will our testimony shine clearly, then the world see the faithfulness of Christ reflected in the lives of His people.


Topic 16:   Don’t Cause Others To Stumble

	 

	The Christian church today faces an uncomfortable silence about the habits that enslave many believers and ruin their witness. Alcohol, smoking, vaping and recreational drugs are spoken of so casually in society that Christians are tempted to see them as normal lifestyle choices. Yet when these habits are carried into the lives of believers, they bring damage not only to the individual but to families, churches and the testimony of Christ in the world. The issue is not only moral but practical as these habits keep people poor, unhealthy, unreliable and compromised, leading them to be poor ambassadors for Christ.
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	Alcohol has long been defended as harmless in moderation. The truth is that it ruins far more lives than it ever improves. Many believers claim liberty to drink, yet what begins as social acceptance often becomes dependence. Alcohol drains money from households, strains marriages and contributes to ill-health. Countless families have been scarred by violence, neglect or betrayal fuelled by alcohol. Even when not taken to excess, the culture of drinking normalises behaviour that clouds judgement and weakens character. In too many cases, Christians who defend their freedom to drink have become stumbling blocks to others, leading weaker believers into habits they cannot control. The results can be seen in broken marriages, wasted resources and a compromised witness.

	Smoking has lost some of its glamour in the world, but it still grips many within the church. It is more than a bad habit. It is an expensive addiction that eats away at health and household income. A smoker spends thousands of dollars every year on something that slowly poisons the lungs and shortens life. Families suffer financially while one partner continues to burn money, often literally at the expense of food on the table or bills that must be paid. Marriages buckle under the strain when one spouse is unwilling or unable to quit. It is not only a matter of health but of trust, as addiction undermines promises and reveals the power of selfishness and self-indulgence.

	Vaping has quickly become the new normal, especially among the younger generations, including with Christian youth. Marketed as safer than cigarettes, it is anything but harmless. Vaping traps teenagers and young adults in patterns of dependency before they are even aware of  it. It introduces nicotine and chemicals that damage lungs and blood vessels, creating a new generation of addicts. The cost may appear smaller than traditional smoking, but it is still money thrown away daily. For young families, this means fewer resources for their children and result in unnecessary financial strain. Worse, vaping becomes a visible part of identity, something carried everywhere, even to church gatherings, where it blurs the line between the holiness of the believer and worldly indulgence.

	Recreational drug use adds an even darker dimension. What once would have been unthinkable in Christian circles is now tolerated by some, especially where legalisation has normalised substances such as marijuana. The reality remains that drugs impair the mind, reduce motivation and fracture relationships. Users often become unreliable at work, unstable in emotions, careless in commitments. Marriages crack under the weight of broken trust, while finances drain away into feeding habits that enslave. Children are left bewildered by parents who claim faith in Christ yet live under the sway of substances that damage their bodies and minds. The shame is that many in the church remain silent, allowing such habits to thrive in secret while families collapse in plain sight.

	Beyond the personal cost, these habits damage the public witness of the church. A Christian who drinks heavily, smokes openly, vapes casually or experiments with drugs sends a message to the watching world: Christ makes no difference, He is not sufficient. Neighbours and colleagues draw the conclusion that the gospel does not lead to transformation, since the Christian lives like everyone else. Instead of shining as lights, such believers confirm the world’s suspicion that Christianity is powerless. When addictions consume paychecks, ruin health and break marriages, the message proclaimed by the life of that believer is not one of freedom in Christ but bondage to the same idols who bind those in the world.

	The cost is also financial in ways too hard to refute. Alcohol, cigarettes, vaping devices and drugs consume vast sums over time. Many who claim they cannot give generously to the church or help the poor spend hundreds each month on substances that destroy them. Families sink into debt while trying to maintain such habits, arguing over money that disappears into smoke, bottles or powders. Poverty is deepened not by circumstance but by waste. This is not only personal failure but a collective weakness, for the church loses resources that could have been used for mission and mercy.

	Health is another area where compromise speaks loudly. Lungs weakened by smoking or vaping, livers scarred by alcohol and minds dulled by drugs all testify against the holiness of the believer’s body. The Christian body is meant to be set apart for the work of Yahweh, energetic in service and ready for good works. Instead, too many are weighed down by unwellness or sicknesses their own choices have created. Churches are burdened with preventable illness, energy for kingdom work is lost and credibility with the world is diminished.

	Perhaps the most devastating consequence is within the home. Marriages crack under the weight of addictions. A husband who drinks excessively becomes unreliable, harsh or distant. A wife bound to smoking or drugs may drain the family’s strength and resources. Children watch and learn, often repeating the cycle in their own lives. Promises are broken, trust is eroded and homes meant to reflect the love of Christ become places of tension and despair.

	This is the issue we face: believers enslaved by substances that keep them broke, unhealthy or ineffective. These habits destroy marriages, confuse children and weaken the church’s witness. They reduce the strength of Christian homes and tarnish the name of Christ before the world. To ignore them is not kindness but negligence. Unless the church faces this reality honestly, many more lives will continue to stumble, families will remain broken and the witness of Christ will be obscured by the very people who claim to follow Him.

	 

	 


Don’t Cause Others To Stumble

	Conflict with Scripture

	The issue of alcohol, smoking, vaping and drugs is not only one encompassing health, finances and reputation. Once again it is, at its core, a matter of obedience to the Word of Yahweh. Scripture is not silent on what the lifestyle of His people should be. It gives repeated commands about holiness, stewardship, respect for self and love for others. When believers indulge in habits that enslave them or cause others to stumble, they are not simply making poor lifestyle choices; they are placing themselves in conflict with His revealed will.

	Alcohol is often defended with appeals to liberty. Some argue that Scripture forbids drunkenness but not drinking itself, therefore, moderate consumption is acceptable. Yet the danger lies in what Scripture repeatedly warns: drunkenness is sin and it destroys lives. Paul wrote, “Do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18). Alcohol is a thief for it steals in many areas, one being self-control. To be controlled by alcohol is to forfeit control to the flesh, when we are commanded to be under the influence of the Spirit. Proverbs 20:1 says, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise.” Alcohol deceives, ensnares and mocks those who trust it. Even if some defend occasional use, the question remains whether indulging in it causes others to stumble. Paul reminds us, “It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak” (Romans 14:21). Liberty is never to be used at the expense of another’s soul.

	Smoking, though not named directly in Scripture, clearly violates biblical principles of stewardship. Paul taught, “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20). The body does not belong to us; it belongs to Christ, purchased by His blood, death and resurrection. To deliberately inhale poison that damages the lungs, shortens life and wastes money can in no way glorify Him. Furthermore, addiction itself is condemned. Paul declared, “All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any” (1 Corinthians 6:12). Smoking enslaves the will, proving that the habit has become a master rather than a servant.

	Vaping presents the same conflict. It is often treated as a more harmless alternative, yet it still fosters addiction and dependence. Scripture commands believers to be sober-minded. Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). A mind dulled by chemicals, whether by nicotine or other toxins, is not sober or vigilant. Vaping encourages dependency, clouds judgement and sets a pattern of indulgence that contradicts the call to holiness. It also sends a message that to compromise is acceptable. Paul warned Timothy, “Be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). Christians who vape fail this example, giving their peers and children the impression that following the culture is more important than obeying Christ.

	Drug use conflicts with Scripture even more directly. The word “sorcery” in Revelation 21:8 is translated from the Greek word pharmakeia, which is linked to the misuse of substances in occult and lawless practices. The verse warns that sorcerers will have their part in the lake of fire. Drugs that alter the mind are part of the same deception, drawing people away from sobriety and into darkness. Paul told the Galatians that sorcery is a work of the flesh, opposed to the Spirit. Those who practise it will not inherit the kingdom of God. To dabble in marijuana, ecstasy or other substances, even if legalised by governments, is to open the door to spiritual ruin. Governments may permit what Yahweh condemns, but the Christian must obey Him rather than men.

	All of these habits also contradict the command to love others. Paul wrote, “Let each of us please his neighbour for his good, leading to edification” (Romans 15:2). To drink, smoke, vape or use drugs is not to build others up but to tempt them into stumbling. Younger believers often imitate older ones. If they see those they admire indulging in such things, they are emboldened to follow. Yet Jesus gave the most serious warning: “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew 18:6). To live in a way that leads others into addiction or weakness is to place ourselves under the very judgement Christ described.

	The excuse that these matters are only personal choices cannot stand before Scripture. Paul insists, “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). If an action does not glorify God, it cannot be justified. The Christian life is not one of self-indulgence but of surrender. When we cling to habits that enslave us, harm our bodies and damage our witness, we are confessing that Christ is not Lord over all.

	The conflict is clear. Alcohol mocks and deceives, smoking enslaves and destroys health. Vaping clouds the mind and normalises compromise whilst drugs open the door to darkness and ruin. All of them contradict the holiness, love and stewardship commanded in the Word of Yahweh. The church cannot remain silent while these habits grow. To ignore or excuse them is to allow stumbling blocks to be placed before the flock, potentially causing harm to some and shining a light on the lack of spiritual direction from leaders.

	 

	 


Don’t Cause Others To Stumble

	How Then Should We Live

	If alcohol, smoking, vaping and drug use are stumbling blocks that harm believers, weaken families and discredit the church, then the response of Christians is to be decisive. We cannot follow the world’s indulgence and still claim to live under the lordship of Christ. The way forward requires honesty about sin, repentance where compromise has reigned and practical obedience in every area of life.

	Paul declared, “Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being” (1 Corinthians 10:24). The Christian life is not lived in isolation as our choice affects others. Drinking too freely, smoking casually or vaping is to teach by action that we find such actions acceptable. Younger believers and children watch and imitate, observing what adults and parents tolerate. Friends who struggle with addiction may also be emboldened to continue. Therefore, a faithful believer needs to measure their habits not only for personal preference but for the impact their example may have on others.

	Some Christians zealously cling to alcohol, tobacco or drugs as though they are private matters of conscience. However, there is also, without doubt, a public and social impact. When these habits enslave the body, consume money and damage families, they are sins that must be confessed and repented of. Repentance is acknowledging before Yahweh that these things grieve His Spirit and are to be turned away from. John assures us, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). There is forgiveness for those who stumble but only if it is preceded by confession and true change.

	Paul wrote, “Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble” (1 Corinthians 8:13). He was willing to give up what was lawful rather than harm a weaker believer. This principle applies to every substance that could lead others astray. Even if a Christian insists they can drink or vape in moderation, if their example leads another into sin, they are guilty of causing that stumble. True love gladly sacrifices personal freedom for the good of others.

	Paul reminds us, “You were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:20). The body is not ours to pollute with smoke, chemicals or intoxication. It belongs to Christ, who purchased it with His blood. To live in holiness means stewarding our health wisely, caring for our bodies so they are fit for service and refusing to be mastered by anything but the Spirit. Habits that destroy the body and bind the will must be put away.

	Repentance is not only a change of heart but a change of practice. If alcohol entices, remove it from the home or anywhere else it is kept. If the bad habit is cigarettes or vaping devices, they are to be destroyed. Drug use must be confessed and forsaken entirely. Jesus said, “If your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you” (Matthew 5:30). These radical action may seem extreme but compromise will never lead to freedom. To cling to substances for comfort is to deny Christ’s sufficiency. He alone must be our refuge.

	Believers battling addiction should confess their struggles to faithful brothers and sisters who will pray, exhort and walk with them. James teaches, “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed” (James 5:16). Long term addictions will be hard to let go, the body and mind will suffer. The cutting off of these harmful habits need not be faced alone for the Spirit uses the fellowship of the church and individuals to offer strength and support. Hiding habits in shame is to remain enslaved; choose to bring them into the light so the path to victory can begin.

	Paul contrasted coarse jesting with “giving of thanks” (Ephesians 5:4). The same principle applies here. When temptation comes, believers should deliberately turn to gratitude and worship. A heart filled with thanksgiving has no room for cravings that destroy. To sing psalms, to read Scripture aloud and to pray with joy are spiritual weapons against the lies of addiction. Gratitude is not merely a feeling but a powerful discipline that reorients the soul.

	Some battles with alcohol, smoking or drugs may be long and painful. A believer may stumble many times, but the call is to rise again and continue. Proverbs 24:16 declares, “For a righteous man may fall seven times and rise again, but the wicked shall fall by calamity.” The mark of a true believer is not perfection but perseverance. Each fall is confessed, each defeat met with renewed dependence on Christ. Over time, the Spirit strengthens and sanctifies. Freedom is possible, but it may require suffering and endurance.

	Paul exhorts, “Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). Every choice, from what we drink to what we inhale or allow into our bodies, must glorify Christ. Habits that enslave, impoverish or corrupt cannot glorify Him. The call is simple: let every part of our lives proclaim His holiness. When we refuse compromise, cleanse our bodies and our homes, when we honour Him with body and spirit, it shows the world that Christ is indeed Lord of all our life.

	Our lives shine out biblical principles when we are seen repenting of compromise, surrendering liberty for love, removing stumbling blocks and persevering in holiness. This also happens by setting examples that strengthen others, caring for our bodies as temples of the Spirit, through building lives of gratitude and witness. If we do these, our homes will be stronger, our marriages healthier, our children safer and our witness before others will be clearer. The world will see in us not as slaves of habit but disciples of Christ, living in the freedom and holiness He purchased with His blood.

	 

	 


Topic 17:   Sin Named As ‘Pride’

	 

	We live in an age where sin has been renamed and celebrated as virtue. Nowhere is this more visible than in the promotion of the LGBTQIA+ movement. What was once hidden with shame and regarded as rebellion against the Creator is now paraded through streets, endorsed by governments and acknowledged, even welcomed, by churches that claim to follow Christ. The problem is not that people commit sexual immorality, for this has existed since the fall. It is the fact of this immorality being lifted onto a public stage, organised into a movement and exalted under the banner of “pride.”
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	The word itself is defiant. Pride was the sin that led Lucifer to fall, when he exalted himself against Yahweh’s throne. Yet today the rainbow flag is waved as a proud badge, declaring openly what once was whispered. Pride has become more than a feeling; it is a brand, a political, social and retail force; a cultural campaign that demands affirmation and punishes dissent. Sexual sin is no longer seen as transgression but as identity.

	This agenda has pressed into every part of society. Schools now instruct children of all ages in LGBTQIA+  ideology, embedding ideas of gender fluidity and multiple sexual orientations into lessons once meant to teach basic literacy. Children, still forming their sense of reality, are told they can choose their gender and that questioning such claims is intolerance. Those who shape the minds of children shape the future, here the future is being reshaped according to lies.

	Governments have also embraced this revolution. What began with calls for tolerance has become a demand for celebration. Laws are passed redefining marriage, affirming same-sex unions, and penalising dissent under accusations of hate speech. Increasingly, to state that marriage is between one man and one woman is branded bigotry. To refuse false pronouns is seen as hatred. Teachers, employees and business owners who hold to biblical conviction risk their livelihoods. Freedom of religion, once guarded, is now redefined as a threat because it resists this cultural, sexual rebellion.

	Entertainment and media amplify the message endlessly. Films, television and music are filled with LGBTQIA+  narratives. Some celebrities and social media influencers act as evangelists for the cause. The rainbow appears as a badge of virtue on screens, clothing, sporting arenas and platforms across the world. Constant exposure dulls the conscience. What was once shocking soon appears ordinary. Resistance is painted as cruelty and acceptance as progress. Through repetition, culture is indoctrinated until pride in sin is seen as normal.

	Most grievous is the capitulation of churches. Denominations that once upheld the Word of Yahweh now fly rainbow flags, perform same-sex weddings and twist Scripture to affirm what He calls sin. Pulpits that should call for repentance repeat the slogans of culture. Some claim that Jesus never condemned homosexuality or that showing love requires affirmation of sinful desires. This is not love but deception, for to tell sinners their sin is acceptable is to harden them on the road to judgement. The church, meant to be the pillar and ground of truth, has in many cases become an echo chamber for lies.

	The issue is not only external and societal but deeply personal. Families are pressured to affirm a child’s confusion or risk losing their trust. Parents who hold to biblical convictions are branded unloving or even abusive. In some places, laws against so-called conversion therapy threaten to criminalise parents or pastors who guide children to embrace their God-given sex. Recently, the greater threat of a child being removed from the care of parents who do not accept gender change has become a reality. Families are fractured under the weight of an ideology that elevates personal desire above divine order.

	Our young children are being deliberately targeted. Schools promote transgender identities and libraries host drag queen story hours. Media platforms celebrate teenage gender transitions as great triumphs. This is not accidental but strategic, for those who capture the imagination of children capture the future of culture. The innocence of children is being sacrificed on the altar of pride, and parents are told to either join the celebration or be cast as villains.

	For Christians, the cost for truth telling and biblical conviction is rising. Businesses have been sued for refusing to serve same-sex weddings, as well as instances of teachers being fired for declining to address children with false pronouns. Across the workforce, employees have been disciplined for expressing biblical convictions online. Ordinary believers who speak the truth risk exclusion, mockery, hostility and violence. The choice placed before us is clear: conform to the cultural narrative or be cast out.

	Silence has helped this movement thrive. For many Christians it is easier to avoid the subject, having convinced themselves it is not their battle or none of their business. Some prefer to focus on love without truth, while others hope Yahweh will resolve it without their involvement. The silence is not neutral, it is a form of approval. To remain silent while sin is exalted is to grant it space to grow. Just as abortion advanced under the cover of silence, so too the pride movement and ideology advances when the church refuses to speak.

	The celebration of pride is more than cultural change, it is open rebellion against Yahweh’s design, a denial of His authority and rejection of repentance. Pride declares sin to be identity, rebellion to be freedom and immorality to be righteousness. When a society raises pride as its banner, it declares war on Yahweh Himself.

	This is the challenge of our time. Will the church of Christ remain faithful, teaching children His truth and standing firm against lies, or will it bow to the pressure of culture? Will believers fear the judgement of man more than the judgement of God? The issue we face is urgent and not to be avoided. Certain sins have been renamed as pride and the world demands we applaud it. Being resistant will be costly for us, however, to stay silent on this issue will cost far more.

	 

	 


Sin Named As Pride

	Conflict with Scripture

	The LGBTQIA+  movement presents itself as one that is progressive, compassionate and liberating. When weighed against Scripture, its claims collapse. The Word of Yahweh speaks clearly about human identity, marriage, sexuality and holiness. What is being celebrated as pride is in fact direct rebellion against His design for human sexuality and relationships. For Christians to remain neutral, or worse, to affirm it, is to reject the authority of the very Scriptures that define our faith.

	The foundation is in creation itself. Genesis 1:27 declares, “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” Identity is not fluid or self-chosen but created by Yahweh. Male and female are not social constructs, they are His design, woven into our creation. Genesis 2:24 continues, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” Marriage is defined by the union of one man and one woman. Any other arrangement is not marriage in Yahweh’s sight. Pride flags may claim to celebrate love, but Scripture defines love according to truth, not rebellion.

	The Old Testament is explicit about homosexual practice. Leviticus 18:22 says, “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination.” The language is absolute. It does not describe a cultural taboo or a temporary prohibition, it is a divine verdict. Later, in Leviticus 20:13, the seriousness is repeated with the declaration that such acts bring judgement. Some dismiss these words as belonging to an old covenant, but the moral law of Yahweh is not erased by cultural shifts. What He calls abomination remains abomination.

	The New Testament reinforces the same truth. Paul writes in Romans 1:26–27, “For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.” Paul does not speak of cultural custom but of actions against nature itself, against the order Yahweh established. The sin is described as vile, shameful and under divine penalty. No attempt at reinterpretation can erase this witness.

	In 1 Corinthians 6:9–10, Paul lists those who will not inherit the kingdom of God: “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.” The warning is direct. Homosexual sin, along with many others, is incompatible with the kingdom. But the next verse gives hope: “And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11). This shows the truth that those enslaved by such sin can be delivered, forgiven, and changed.

	The claim that Jesus never condemned homosexuality is often repeated, but it is false. Jesus affirmed the creation order of male and female in Matthew 19:4–6, quoting Genesis and grounding marriage in the union of man and woman. By affirming this, He excluded all other unions. Furthermore, as the eternal Word made flesh, Christ is the very author of the Old Testament commands. To pit Jesus against His own Word is deception and dismissive of the truth of scripture.

	Scripture also warns of the danger of renaming sin as virtue. Isaiah 5:20 declares, “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” This is exactly what the pride movement does. It celebrates immorality as identity, rebellion as freedom and shame as glory. What Yahweh condemns is paraded as progress. Isaiah’s warning stands: woe to those who exchange His truth for lies.

	The heart of the conflict is not simply about sexual practice but about authority. Romans 1 describes the progression: they knew God but they did not glorify Him; they exchanged His glory for images; His truth for lies and His order for confusion. Pride is not just about desire; it is rejecting Yahweh’s right to define creation, His right to have authority over them. Affirmation is to side with rebellion against Him.

	The apostles warned that the last days would be marked by such defiance. Jude 7 points to Sodom and Gomorrah, which “gave themselves over to sexual immorality and went after strange flesh, [and] are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” Sodom’s sin was not mere inhospitality but gross immorality, for which Yahweh judged them severely. This example is set for us as a warning, yet our culture celebrates that which brought destruction.

	Revelation also speaks of the final judgement: “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone” (Revelation 21:8). Among the categories listed is the sexually immoral, which includes all who refuse repentance. Their end is not pride but destruction.

	The conflict with Scripture is therefore absolute. Yahweh defines male and female, yet pride denies it. Yahweh defines marriage as one man and one woman, yet pride redefines it. Yahweh calls homosexual acts abomination, yet pride calls them a cause celebration. Yahweh promises cleansing for those who repent, yet pride claims there is nothing to repent of. To affirm pride is to reject the gospel itself.

	The choice before the church is stark. Either we hold fast to the truth of Scripture or we bow to the lies of culture. The mission is to proclaim repentance and forgiveness in Christ. If we remain silent in declaring the truth of the gospel, we affirm sin. There is no middle ground,  for pride is sin and to call it otherwise is to oppose Yahweh.

	 


Sin Named As Pride

	How Then Should We Live

	If the pride movement so clearly contradicts Scripture, then the question for believers is not whether we can agree with it (we can’t) but how we must respond to it. We cannot change the culture but we can choose to live faithfully in the midst of it and its growing darkness. Our task is to hold fast to the truth, guard our homes and shine as lights in a dark world. We are not to retreat into silence, nor to bow to pressure but to live out our lives in holiness, compassion and courage.

	Pride has advanced because too many Christians have remained silent, even though we know silence is not neutral. To be silent while sin is exalted is to give permission to it. Paul asked, “How shall they hear without a preacher?” (Romans 10:14). If the world is to know that Yahweh condemns immorality and offers forgiveness in Christ, it must be spoken out. Pastors and spiritual leaders must preach clearly about sexual sin. Parents are commanded to teach their children in the ways of Yahweh. All believers need to be willing to speak truth to their family, friends and neighbours when challenged. If truth is withheld due to fear, the very message that can save is suppressed.

	Those caught in LGBTQIA+ lifestyles are not enemies to be despised but sinners in need of grace, as we once were. Paul reminded the Corinthians, after listing sins that exclude partakers from the kingdom, “And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified” (1 Corinthians 6:11). The church should speak with tears as well as with conviction, holding out the hope and salvation of the gospel. To affirm sin, often expressed under the slogan “love is love,” shows false love, for it is not a love grounded in Yahweh who IS love. The truth is to be spoken without cruelty but with godly compassion. True love calls sinners to repentance, pointing them to the mercy and forgiveness found in Christ.

	Parents must be hyper-vigilant. Schools, media and entertainment now disciple children in confusion from their earliest years. Parents cannot assume neutrality, they need to actively evaluate what their children are consuming and absorbing through the different forms of media and to guard their young, impressionable minds. Their mandate is to actively teach their children the truth of creation, how Yahweh made them male or female. The beauty of marriage as one man and one woman needs to be celebrated. A generation is being lost because parents trusted the culture to educate. Christian parents must reclaim that duty, filling their homes with truth before the world fills them with lies. This is their responsibility, not that of the church. The church, parachurch groups or Christian schools who hold Scripture in high esteem and have a biblical worldview can greatly assist them. However, it is parents who are accountable for their own families first.

	Churches must not allow pride ideology to gain a foothold. Its leaders must reject invitations to join so-called affirming events and congregations need to resist any pressure to adopt rainbow symbols or ambiguous statements. Discipline may need to be applied if members promote immorality. Paul commanded the Corinthians to remove the immoral man from their midst, not to boast in tolerance. The purity of the church is at stake, for allowing pride to be celebrated within the church is to make Christ’s bride an adulteress.

	Some will lose jobs, reputations or positive opportunities because they refuse to bow. Jesus promised, “If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:20). We should not be surprised when obedience brings reproach. To stand up for the name of Christ, may bring suffering. Is that not better than to be praised by the world? The book of Hebrews reminds us that believers once “joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven” (Hebrews 10:34). This same mindset is required of Christ followers today.

	The most powerful argument against pride is a community of believers who live out the beauty of Yahweh’s design. Faithful marriages, pure singleness, loving families and churches that honour both truth and grace stand as testimonies that His way is good. When the world sees marriages that endure, children raised in stability and believers living in purity, it sees a lifestyle that pride cannot produce. Holiness is the best apologetic against a sin.

	Cultural arguments and political battles have their place. The heart of the issue is spiritual. Pride is rebellion against Yahweh. Only the Spirit can convict and convert. Believers need to pray for revival in the church, for courage in preaching and for repentance in the culture. James reminds us that “the effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:16). Our greatest weapon is not debate but prayer, calling upon Yahweh to change hearts.

	Pride will not triumph forever. Revelation shows Babylon clothed in splendour, but it also shows her downfall. “Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be found anymore” (Revelation 18:21). The day is coming when every flag of rebellion will fall, every knee will bow to Christ. This hope strengthens us to endure, for it reveals we do not fight in vain. We stand firm, knowing the victory is already secured by the cross and resurrection.

	So how then should we live? With courage to call sin what it is, with compassion to call sinners to Christ, with vigilance in our homes, with purity in our churches, with endurance in suffering, with holiness in our lives, with prayer on our lips and with hope in our hearts. Pride may be celebrated for a season but it is sin, and sin, if not repented of, leads to death. Our calling is to shine as lights, to hold fast the Word of life and to live as faithful witnesses until Christ comes.

	 

	 


Topic 18:   The Abortion Holocaust

	 

	Our generation speaks often of progress, human rights and compassion. How is it then that beneath the polished slogans of “choice,” “health care,” and “reproductive freedom” lies a practice so dark that it defies comprehension? Abortion is nothing less than a holocaust of the unborn, the most widespread killing of human life in history. What was once carried out in secret is now celebrated, promoted as a woman’s right and written into law. By this very act of protecting abortion by law, nations call evil good and good evil, and the blood of countless millions of children cry out from the ground.

	[image: A close-up of a baby's hand]

	Since abortion was legalised in the West during the last century, well over a billion unborn children have been killed worldwide. These are not faceless numbers but lives created in the image of Yahweh. Each one has been robbed of breath, of family and of the opportunity to live the life He ordained. In many nations abortion has now been legalised and permitted up to birth, with children destroyed for reasons of disability, gender or simple inconvenience. More recently, we have been exposed to the unbelievably horrific scenario of the performing of late abortions resulting in near full term or full term babies being born alive, then left unattended in an operating room until they die. 

	Some governments frame abortion as a “human right,” twisting justice into cruelty. The horror is so common that many in society scarcely stop to think of what is really happening. A child is put to death in the womb and it is called a medical or health procedure. Language has been carefully twisted to hide the reality. Doctors and politicians rarely use the word “baby.” They speak instead of “foetuses” or “pregnancies,” reducing life to clinical terms. They call the murder a “termination,” as though a human life can be flicked off like a switch. Abortion clinics are named as pregnancy health centres. These words are chosen deliberately to ease the conscience. If the unborn are not recognised as children, then ending their lives becomes easier to justify. A woman who miscarries knows she has lost a child, not a medical condition, and she mourns the loss of her child. Technology is now so advanced it exposes the lies told and believed of human development in the womb. Ultrasounds and 3D screenings show tiny hands and feet, beating hearts, facial expressions and even thumb sucking! Science confirms what has always been true: life in the womb is human life from the point of conception. Still, a defiant society clings to deception, for admitting the truth would demand facing true reality and therefore, a call to repentance.

	The silence of many who should speak makes the tragedy worse. Churches that claim to stand on the Bible avoid the subject. Pastors fear controversy. Elders fear division. Members fear offending friends or family. Pulpits remain quiet while blood continues to flow. To refuse to speak while innocent lives are destroyed is to side with the destroyer. Satan, who was a murderer from the beginning, delights in a silent church. When believers are silent, evil advances unchallenged.

	Abortion is part of a larger rebellion against Yahweh. A society that rejects His authority inevitably rejects the value of the life He creates. When man enthrones himself, life becomes expendable. Comfort, convenience and autonomy are elevated above truth, holiness and compassion. Abortion is not only a medical act but an act of idolatry, the sacrifice of children to the altar of self. The ancient nations offered their sons and daughters to Molech in fire. Today nations offer their unborn to the idol of convenience or selection and call it freedom. The spirit is the same, the innocent blood sacrificed no less real.

	The effects reach far beyond the unborn. There are so many instances of mothers who had an abortion carrying wounds of grief and regret, often hidden in silence. Many battle depression or guilt for years. Fathers are told they have no voice, yet many carry the burden of having encouraged or permitted the death of their children. Families fracture under the weight. Nations lose generations of citizens, workers and leaders. Every abortion leaves scars, and the cumulative effect of millions of abortions corrupts entire societies.

	Supporters of abortion often argue from rare cases, such as rape, incest or danger to the mother’s life. Yet these tragic circumstances account for a only a small percentage of abortions. The vast majority are performed for convenience, economics and lifestyle. Even in the hardest cases, the truth remains that two wrongs do not make a right. The violence of rape does not justify the violence of killing an innocent child. Medicine has advanced to protect both mother and child in many high-risk situations. The argument from exceptions is a cover up for a lucrative culture of death.

	The church’s silence is fuelled by fear of being offensive or called judgemental, for abortion is a highly emotional topic. Society insists abortion is a private choice and anyone who opposes it is accused of lacking compassion. Yet real compassion defends the weak; it does not applaud their destruction. To shrink back from being a voice for the innocent is to betray the unborn and weaken the church’s witness. A church that blends into darkness cannot shine as light.

	The issue we face is therefore massive and unavoidable. Abortion is not about numbers, though the numbers are staggering or politics, though laws matter. It is a spiritual war over life itself and against Yahweh, the giver of life. Satan is the destroyer and abortion is one of the clearest battlefields of our age. Abortion is cast as medical procedure but in reality is a declaration that man is sovereign over life and Yahweh’s throne is ignored. This is why the blood of the unborn cries out: it is the sound of the innocents lifted up to their Creator.

	The question before us is stark. Will we remain silent while blood is shed or will we cry out for truth to be re-instated? Will we fear man’s anger more than Yahweh’s judgement? This issue is urgent. The abortion holocaust is real and until the church openly acknowledges it as such, our witness will be weak and our hearts compromised.

	 

	 


The Abortion Holocaust

	Conflict with Scripture

	Abortion is not only a social issue or a political debate; it is a direct violation of Yahweh’s Word. Scripture repeatedly affirms the sanctity of life, the intrinsic value of each human life, the blessing of children and the seriousness of shedding innocent blood. To support or excuse abortion is to set oneself in conflict with the Creator of life Himself.

	The most basic truth is that Yahweh alone is the giver of life. Job declared, “The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life” (Job 33:4). Life does not begin when society grants recognition, nor when parents decide it is convenient. Life is breathed into every child by Yahweh Himself. Psalm 139:13–14 testifies, “For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” The unborn are not potential lives; they are unique lives already fashioned by Yahweh’s hand. To make a decision to end a life in the womb, at any growth stage, is to attack His creative work.

	Scripture consistently describes the unborn as persons, not tissue. When Rebekah carried twins, it is written, “The children struggled together within her” (Genesis 25:22). They were called children before birth. Jeremiah testified, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you” (Jeremiah 1:5). Yahweh’s knowledge of Jeremiah was not abstract but personal, before birth. Luke records that John the Baptist leapt in his mother’s womb at the presence of Christ in Mary’s womb (Luke 1:41). From Genesis to the Gospels, the unborn are presented as living human beings known and valued by God. Abortion, then, is nothing less than the deliberate taking of human life.

	The command against killing is plain. “You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13). Murder is the unlawful taking of innocent life. Few lives are more innocent than those of the unborn, who have committed no crime and have no defence. Proverbs 6:16–17 lists seven things Yahweh hates, including “hands that shed innocent blood.” The shedding of unborn blood is the very essence of this abomination. To support abortion is to approve what God hates.

	Scripture also condemns the sacrifice of children. Israel was repeatedly warned not to follow the nations who offered their sons and daughters to idols. “They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to demons, and shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons and daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; and the land was polluted with blood” (Psalm 106:37–38). Today children are not burned on altars of stone but destroyed in sterile clinics. Yet the principle is the same. They are sacrificed on the altar of convenience, career, or fear, and the land is polluted with their blood. The idols have changed names, but the spirit remains the same.

	Some claim abortion is justified in cases of hardship but Scripture never permits sin in order to escape suffering. The prophets condemned those who took matters into their own hands rather than trusting Yahweh. To kill an unborn child for the sake of convenience, finances or even fear is to declare that human control is superior to divine providence. This is unbelief disguised as choice.

	Others claim that since Scripture does not mention abortion by name, it cannot be forbidden. But the Bible does not need to use the modern term. The biblical principles are sufficient. Yahweh creates life in the womb, calls it His workmanship, condemns murder and abhors the shedding of innocent blood. The logic is unavoidable. To take the life of the unborn is to oppose the very heart of His revealed will.

	The New Testament continues this witness. Christ welcomed children, saying, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14). To welcome children is to welcome Him. To reject children is to reject Him. Paul warned in Romans 1 that when societies reject God, they become filled with unrighteousness and approve those who practise evil. Abortion is one of the clearest expressions of that rebellion. It is not only tolerated but celebrated. Those who participate, legislate or applaud it fall under the condemnation described by Paul: “who, knowing the righteous judgement of God, that those who practise such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practise them” (Romans 1:32).

	The prophets also spoke of Yahweh’s judgement on nations that shed innocent blood. Habakkuk 2:12 warns, “Woe to him who builds a town with bloodshed, who establishes a city by iniquity!” When nations legalise and celebrate abortion, they bring themselves under this woe. They cannot escape the judgement of the One who hears the cry of every life destroyed.

	The church too must heed the warning. To remain silent is to share in the guilt. Ezekiel 33 teaches that the watchman who fails to warn of danger will be held accountable for the bloodshed. Pastors who refuse to speak about abortion, elders who avoid the subject and members who excuse it are like watchmen asleep on the wall while destruction sweeps through the land. Their silence makes them complicit.

	The conflict with Scripture is absolute. Abortion denies Yahweh as Creator, despises His image in the unborn, breaks His command against murder, repeats the sin of child sacrifice and pollutes the land with innocent blood. It contradicts Christ’s welcome of children and mocks the gospel of life. To call it health care, a right under law or choice is to place human wisdom above divine truth. No Christian can support it without opposing Yahweh Himself.

	 

	 


The Abortion Holocaust

	How Then Should We Live

	If abortion is as Scripture declares, the shedding of innocent blood and rebellion against Yahweh’s design, then His people cannot remain passively on the sidelines. The church must not only lament the darkness but live in such a way that light exposes it. To live faithfully dealing with the moral issues in this age requires courage, compassion and conviction. The cost may be great but the call is non-negotiable.

	The church has too often been silent or indifferent while abortion has flourished. A percentage of believers have tolerated it as a political issue rather than recognising it as a moral atrocity. Others have even participated, whether through past abortions, through counselling others to do so or through apathy when opportunities arose to intervene. Yet Yahweh is merciful. His Word promises, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Where there is genuine repentance, He restores. But there can be no healing without confession. Every believer and every church must ask whether silence or compromise has made them guilty, and if so, they must repent.

	Proverbs 31:8 commands, “Open your mouth for the speechless, in the cause of all who are appointed to die.” The unborn cannot speak for themselves. Their cries are silent, their defence is absent. It is the duty of Yahweh’s people to speak, to be voice in their place. This means preaching against abortion from pulpits, teaching the value of life in homes and speaking truth in workplaces and communities. To remain silent is to abandon the weak. Their fate require us to faithfully bear the cost of speaking truth, even if it means ridicule or hostility.

	Many mothers live with deep regret, guilt or grief. Fathers too often carry shame for encouraging mothers in an abortion, or remaining silent at the killing of their children. They do not need condemnation but the gospel of grace. Paul reminded the Corinthians that after listing grievous sins, “such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus” (1 Corinthians 6:11). The cross is sufficient even for the sin of abortion. Churches should be seen as places where forgiveness is offered to the repentant, where broken families are restored and where healing is found in Christ.

	Believers must support mothers in crisis, offer help to families under pressure and create communities where life is welcomed rather than feared. Too often abortion is chosen because mothers feel isolated, without resources or hope. When the church provides resources and support, whether through adoption, accommodation, financial help or practical care, it demonstrates that the gospel is not only words but love in action. James wrote, “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble” (James 1:27). To provide care for vulnerable mothers and unborn children is an expression of such pure religion.

	Every Christian marriage should testify that children are a blessing, not a burden. Psalm 127:3 says, “Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward.” When Christians treat children as inconveniences or delay family life to pursue self-centred goals, they imitate the world rather than honour Yahweh. By contrast, families that welcome children, raise them in godliness, and display joy in parenting provide a living witness against the culture of death.

	Abortion is not only a social battle but a spiritual war. Behind it stands the enemy, Satan, who is a murderer, destroyer and disrupter of life. Political strategies may achieve small victories but only prayer can move the hand of God to change hearts and topple strongholds. The church must be in prayer for leaders, for lawmakers, for medical personnel, for mothers and fathers, and for the next generation. Our prayers and petitions ask for Yahweh to expose the lies, rescue the vulnerable and bring revival to His church. Without prayer, our efforts will be shallow. In contrast, with prayer, the power of heaven is unleashed against the powers of darkness and destruction.

	Standing for life will bring reproach. Believers may be mocked as intolerant, accused of hatred, or marginalised in public discourse. Yet Christ warned, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:10). To be maligned for defending the unborn is not a curse but an honour. It shows that we are standing where Christ Himself stands, on the side of truth, justice and recognising the preciousness of life.

	In a large number of countries, or states of a nation, it is now illegal under law to approach staff who work for an abortion clinic, a woman about to enter one, to hand out pro-life literature or to stand in protest, even to pray outside a clinic. Numerous arrests have been made worldwide, many peaceful protesters have received large fines and prison sentences. These changes in laws, along with a growing hostile antagonism toward those who promote life, may force a lessening in the right to defend unborn life openly and publicly, even for our churches. However, we still have other options and avenues to be a voice such as private prayer, congregational prayer, letter writing to politicians and law makers, petitions, sharing with and educating those who have not truly thought the reality of when life begins and what an abortion procedure entails. We can also offer support and encouragement to those who do publicly use their platform to educate, debate pro-life issues and push for law changes. 

	We must fix our eyes on the hope of Christ’s return. Revelation promises that one day every tear will be wiped away and death shall be no more. On that day the cries of the unborn will be vindicated and their killers judged. Until then, the church must live be a faithful witness, proclaiming that life is sacred and that forgiveness is found in Christ alone. Let us be those who are found steadfast until the end.

	The church can shine as a beacon of light in the darkness of a world that so readily accepts abortion. It can do this by repenting of its silence, speaking out for the voiceless, offering grace to the broken, willingly support families, treasuring children, praying without ceasing, enduring reproach and holding on to the hope we have in Christ’s victory. The holocaust of abortion will not end through politics and change of laws, those these may help. It will end when people come to the realisation of what this life taking industry truly is doing, when hearts are changed by the gospel, and when the church stands as a clear, uncompromising light in a culture of death. Until that day, let us “not grow weary in doing good” but remain faithful, for we serve the Lord of life who sees, hears and will judge righteously.
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